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22 H E follovving 
*S) Work being a juſt 
and faithful Rela-_ 
tion of the moſt 
remarkable occur- 
rences in the Life of my Lady 


V Varner ; I hope for an caſie 
4 1 Pardon 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorys 


Pardon: of my Preſfumption, in 


 offeripg it to Your Majeſty. 


The eMemoires of Heroical 
Perſons , Vvhoſe efforts haye 
been |tro make the Science of 
Saints their chicfeſt ſtudy, and 
their beigheſt ambition to ex- 


. cel in| Vertue, cannot but find 
a gracious acceptance under the 


Protedion of Your Royal Name; 
ſince Your Majeſty not only by 
vyords, but by an unparallel'd 


example, has ſo openly declar'd 


In fayor- of: Vertuous Actions 
before, all other Titles, even to 

Crowvns and Scepters, 
Amongſt theſe Great Souls , 
this Lady, vrhoſe Life I Write, 
muſt be s Regilire d yyhoſe Ver- 
tues 
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tues ſo long conceald, by a 
ſignal Providence have taken 
air, and are come to light. : 
The Monaſtry of Graveling, in 
vyhichſhe liv'd-and Crovyn dher 
Merits by a happy Death, vvas 
alvyays look d uponas a Nurſery 
of eminent SancCtity ; but Humi- 
lity ſeems to betheir darling Ver- 
tne : For theſe Humble Virgins 
being hid from the Eyes of Men, 
that they might be more con- 
{picuous to thoſe of God and his 
Angels , vvere never vvilling 
to tranſmit to Poſterity, vyhat 
othervyays might juſtly deſerve 
the higheſt eſteem and venera- 
tion ; and conſequently the O- 
tignals I have made uſe of in 
a.3 | 7" ey 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


compiling the Actions of this 


holy perſons Life, have by the 
importunity and Authority of 


the Honorable Lady Anne Newil 


of happy Memory: late Abbeſs of 


Pontoiſe , been rather extorted | 


from che Monaſtry of Grave- 
ling than freely offer d; fo that 
I am beholden to my Ladies 


Zeal for the greateſt part of the 
Memoires vvhich ſhe had indu- 
_ ftriouſly got together, vvith de- 
ſign to have put them into ſuch 
a Mcthod as might fit them for 
the Preſs; yet all that either 
my Lady Abbeſs, vvhilſt the 
Tivd, or ll ſince her Death have 


been able to procure, are ſo 


fevv, in compariſon of thole. 


many 
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The Epiſtle Deatcatory. 


many Vertues my Lady VV ar- 
' ner practisd, that ] can give my 
i Reader but a faint lies and 
ſmall Scantling of them. 
After all my endeavours, [ 
knovy theſe ſmall Eſſays 'vvill 
not eſcape hard Cenſures, and - 
no Prccaution can ſccure me 
from ſevere Challenges upon 
this Subject. The refin'd Policy 
of Worldlings yvill never be 
able to brook "chig Hidden Trea- 
fare, nor look this Lady in the 
Face, vvho in the flovyer of her 
Youth, ſo generoully ſlightedhe 
Charms of a plentiful. Fortune, 
of a loving Huſband, and ofher 
deareſt Children, ro make her 
| ſelf an intire Sacrifice tro God, 
| 1443 Theſe 
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The Epiſtle Deaicatory, 


Theſe proceedings » I ſay, e- 


ſ avexfig ina Pretended "00 
fion, yvill be traducd as the 
6 Folly and greateſt piece 
of Bigotry ; vvhen indeed the 
follovving Evangelical Counſcls 
has alvyays been one of the 


 Diſcrimmating Teſts, and Di- 
frmaive Signs of the truc Re- 


ligion. 

For this reaſon, Madam I 
make again my humble Addreſ(- 
ſes to beſcech Your Majeſty to 
vouchſafe to receive this: ſmall 


Treatiſe under Your Royal Pro- 


tection, Tis true, Vertue 1s 


very poyverful, buc Obloquies 
are like to be ſo great on the: 
_ one fide, and my "endeavours. 


tO 
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to dravy her true Lineaments to. 


the Life, ſoyyeak on the other, 


that Your ſupporting hand vyill 


MEETTOEE 44 


be vyanting to encounter the firſt 
and ſuſtain the fecond, 

The Picture of my Laay; 
in the Frontiſpiecce of this 
Book, is vvithourt Flattery very 
Lovely : But vyhoever Reads 
her Life, muſt confeſs the Fea- 
tures of her Soul yvere incom- 
parably more Amiable, For 
my part, 1 vyvondcr not that 
Vertue vvas Hereditary to her; 
becauſe if a good Tree muſt 
needs bear good Fruit, tis not 
to be admir'd that a good Child 
ſhould be Born of a good Mo- 


ther ? My Ladies Mother had 
{o 


The Epiſtle Deaicatorye 


ſo ſvycet an Air, and ſo yvin- 
ning, a Comportment, that ſhe 
oaln 'd the Bearts of all, vvith 


SShom ſhe converſt. Nay, OUT 


late Queen of happy Memory, 
Henrietta Maria Mother to Our 


_ Gracious Soverain, vvas ſo far 


taken yvith her, that ſhe choſe 
her to be one of her Maids of 


Honor. 


 Hovy far more adyantagious 
1s the Fortune of the Daughter, 
ſlince Your /Majeity has "been 
Graciouſly pleas to alloyy the 


beſt Actions of her Life to be 
Addreſt to Your Self? They 
muſt needs Live for ever by 
this Immortal Favor, being re- 
flected' on by thoſe. Rays of 

_ Majeſty | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 
Majeſty vvhich ſuffer no Eclipſe, 


| and vyhich by che oppoſition 
of a Malign Darkneſs give ra- 


ther a orcater Light : For a 
Queen to be truly Great, is al- 


yvays to be the /ame, otios 


Fortune ſmiles, or frovyns up- 


on Her; neither Elevated in 
z Proſperity, nor Dejected i in A44- 
verſity, but ſhevving the Great - 
neſs of Her Soul in dceſpiling all 
things. beneath it. This Gold:n 
Mean ; this equal Temper, the 
Chriſtian World has alyvays 
| admird in Your Majcſty ; but 
| never: more, than in this preſent 
| Conjuncture, Hente, Madam, I 


humbly conceive Your Majeſtices 


- Name the moſt Proper uns 
dcr 
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der Heaven to Countenance 


ſuch a Work, as deſigns ( by 


dravving the Picture of a Ver- 
tuous Lady ) to publith, and 
praiſe the Contempt of an 


Uunconſtant World. For yyhat 


can ſpeak ſo efficaciouſly as 
Your Example, the OVItY 


of all Human Felicity ? For 


as Your preſent State offers 
forcible Motives ' toyyards the 
diſparaging of - all Worldly 


Ercatarſs ſo the conſideration 
_ of Your Royal © Patience and 


unſhaken Conſtihcy » Cannot 
bur comfort | the moſt af- 


flicted, and heal -the- yvwounds L: 
even of the moſt deſperate. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Vertues, Madam , 
grounded on Chriſtian Humi- 
lity mult neceſſarily at length 
be Crovyn d : Tvvas Prudence, 
in notyvreſtling vyitn che merci- 
leſs Waves, and furious Tumults 
of an ungrateful People , vvhich 
nas ſayd us the belt at 
Kings, the beſt of © zeers, and 
the moſt hopeful of Princes : 
The humoring of a Storms 1s of- 
ten the beſt vvay to Steer a 
Veſlel ſecurely into the' Haven, 
Tis not for me to ſcarch into 
the Myſtcries and Decrces of 
the Higheſt ; I knovy as they 
are inſcrutable in their Secret 
Courſes, ſo they arc to be A- 
dor'd nd Revyercncd in their 

(urprizing 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


 ſorprizing Effects : But vvhen I | 
reflect on ſuch a Series and © 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of Mi- 
raculous Deliverances, vyhich_. 
both before, and after the Sub- 
verſion of the Governmenc , 
have attended the Royal 
Family ; I cannot be per- 
ſvyaded, but that the ſpcee= 
dy return of Your Majeſty 
into Your Kingdoms , is 
nigh. at hand. 1 dont re- 
ly upon the Flight or Sing. 
10g of Birds, as the Heathen 
Auours did, but take my 
Meaſures Cr better Omens : 
The Juſtice of Your Canſe, the 
Over-ruling Providence vyhich 
nNCyYEL [eaves the Inf, the 
Povver 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorys 


1 Povver of a Moſt Chriſtian 


: Kung, backt by the greatcr 


5 force of Heaven , vvhich his 
3 Zeal 10 ſupporting R eizgion 


and Tuſtice cannot but obtain, 
foretel the certain and ſpeedy 
ruin of Uſurpation and Re- 
bellion, Methinks I hear the 
Angel Guardian of our lland 
Whiſpering in Our Soverains 
Far , as heretofore the Angel 
Guardian of /ſrae/ did in the 
Ear of St. Joſeph, theſc joyful 
vvords ; Riſe , and take the 
Child, and his Mother, and re- 
turn mto your Country , for they 
are Dead, wyho ſought the oy 
of the Child, 


Pardon 


Tye Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Paidon me, Madam, for en- 
larging the Preface by this Di- 
oreſſion. The Zeal I. have for 
Your Majeſties happy Reftau- 
ration vvill Apologize for the 
| length. [ have no mire to 
add, but to beg that Your 
Majeſty vvould vouchſafe to 
Honor theſe Ademorres yvith 
Your Royal Approbation , and 
accept this Tribute of my 
_ poor endeavours, vvhich yvith 

all amaginable don I lay 
 dovyn at Your Sacred Pect. 
Thar the Great God of Iuſtice 
may ſpeedily reſtore Your Ma- 
«ty, and Our Gracious Sove- 
rain to Your Thrones; and that 
after a long and happy Raign 
upon 


The Epiſtle Deaicatory. 


upon Farth, You may receive 
an everlaſting Crovyn in Hea= 
ven, are the carneſt yviſhes and 
oy Prayers of 


MADAM 


Your Majeſtics moſt Dutiful 
and moſt Devoted Sub- 
, ject and Seryants 


N. Ns 
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Her Birth and Family; her Inclination , even 
from her tender Years to a Religions Life, 
both in France and England. 


F L THO? Vertue ſtands in need of no 
additional Luſter; yer c@mmonly the 
Ornaments of Nature are never wan- 
ting to accompany the high Prero- 
atives of Grace, and for he maſt 


part Sanctiry of Life has. been attended by 
A Nobiincy 


2 The Life of the Lady WARNEx. 


Nobility of Birth and good Education. The 
Lady VVarner had no ſmall advantages in this Kind. 
She was Born onthe 2oth. of Aprilin the Year 
1626. at Hanmer-hall inthe Town of Hanmer, in 
the Courty of Flint, the Ancicnt Sear of the 
Family, whoſe Name it bears; and attcr a few days 
{he there. 1eceived her Chriſtian Name of Trevor 
in Bapriſm, trom my Lord Baron Trevor her God- 
father. Her Father was Sir Thomas Hanmer Baronet, 
whoſe fidelity and loyalty recommcnded him to 
the Honorable Employment of Cup-bearer to 
King Charles the firit. Her Mothor was Mrs. 
Elizabeth Baker, of the Ancient Family of the Bakers 
of VVhinivghan:-ball in the County of Stffolk , 
whoſe Birth, Natural Parts, Beauty and Education, 
rendred her w orthy to be choſen by the Queen 


 Hemictta Maria, for one of her Maids of Honor. 


Soon aficr hes Birth the Civil Wars of England 


began, in which her Father employcd. the wmoR 


of IS Power for the Intereſt ct rhe King his 
Maſter, bur finding after his Majcſiics Impriſon- 
ment no pcſlibility of rendring m8 any farther 
ſervice, rather then remain a ſad and ulſelcls SpeCta- 
ror of His Miſery, he choſe to leave the King- 
dom, and to go tor France, where he might be able 


to expreſs more cvident Teſtimonies of his Duty, 


than he could in his own Country; in which he 
was dayly cxpoled. to the danger of Impriſonment, 


| and other INCONV.NICNCES to to thole times. 


Here it was {he began fiiſt to diſcover her incli- 
rations to a Religious Lite, and Pious defires 
to caſt thoſe leeds which afterwards growing up, 
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came to that ripneſs and maturity. For Sir Thomas 
carrying her with.his Lady to Paris, happened to rake 
up his Lodgings in a Catholic Houte ; {he was 


"then about Ten Years Old, and 1n a [{hort time 


had gaind ſo much upon the Son and Daughter 
of that Family (who were abour her Age, and 
had inform'd her how happy a Lite the Religious 
of their Church lead, and had given her ſuch an 
Idea of it, as had inflam'd her to embrace it ) as to 
obtain of them privatly ta accompany her ro rhe 
Monaſtry of Monr-Martyr, a little out ofthe Town, 
where her want of cxpericnce perſiraded her ſhe 
ſhould be received as ſoon as ſhe preſented her 


ſelf : For this end ſhe gathered rogether what 


Cloaths and other things the had, which ſhe did 
not fo carfully pur up , but that ſhe droprt them 
as the paſſed through the Houſe whereby her 


Plor was diſcovercd, and her deſign blown up, and | 
all the reward {he received for her intended Devo- 


tion, was a ſcvere correction from my Lady her 
Mother, tho then deraine-1{ in bed by her laſt fick= 
neſs; but tho this deliyn was hindred , [he 
went on in her wonted innocent diverti{ments 
of making and adorning little Oratorics whilſt 
others play'd. | 


The Death of my Lady gave Sir Thomas Hanmer 


more liberty of returning privatly tro Ergland to 
{ce how his private CONcerns went there, and whe- 
ther he might be any ways uſeful ro his Maſter. 
Beginning his Journy he lctt his Daughter 
Trepor in the care of an Ancient Burgher and [11s 
Wife, who wcre Huncnots, and had no Children ; 
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where ſhe might be out of danger of improving 

| ſuch defigns as formerly ſhe attempted, which he 

and his Lady, who were both Proteſtants, could 
not but diſapprove. | 

Sir Thomas contriving, for his greater fecurity, 

whilſt he was in England, to Keep as far from his 

own home as ke could; * retired to Hengrave- hall, 

near Bury in Snffolk, where Sir Themas Harvey a 
Loyal Subject and ſufferer tor the King, having 
Married my Lady Penelope Gage, whole Joynrur-  * 
houſe it was, lived with his whole Fainily. Here 
Sir Thomas Hanmer moved by the bfauty and ex- 
cellent endowments of Mrs. Suſun Harvey, Daughter 

_ of SirThemas, makes his earneſt Suitto her, andat ÞF| 
| Jaſt having obtained her Father's and her conſent, f 
Married her. 

_ Sir Thomas Hanmer's thoughts were cither ſo 
taken up with his new Miſtrils, or fo diſtracted 
with the danger of thoſe troubleſome times, that 
he ſeemed almoſtro have forgotten his Daughter, 
who had now been abovea Year in P.njs without 
hearing from him, or of him; infomuch, that the 
People with whom {he was, believed him Dead, 
and looked upon it as a favorable effect of Prc- 
vidence, that had this way found a means of gi- 
ving them an Heireſs, whom they efteemed and 
loved as if ſhe had been their own Child, and 
reſolved to make her ſo, as much as they were 
able : Such was her admirable freer difpoſition as 
It won the hearts and affe&ions of all ſhe convers'd 
wich. But whilſt they pleaſed themſelves with this 
Treaſure Providence they thought had ſent them, | 
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Sir Thomas Hanmer returned and daſhrt ailtheir hopes, 
and as a Teſtimony of his aft:Ction, came cxpreſly 
himſelf ro ferch her over tnto England. 

Being returned to Englard he gave her choice, 
either to go with him to her Mother in-law in 
Suffolk, or to live with her Grand-Morher the Lady 
Hanmer at Haughton in Flintshire, which laſt Pace ihe 


choſe. Here the former thoughts ſhe had at P.nis 


returned, and ihe defiitzd nor co form new defigns 
of executing them ; which her Grand-mother git- 
covering gaue notice of them ro her Father ; 0- 
therwifſe her want of ability ro mannage them, 
might have expolſcd her to ſeveral inconveniences, 
which her want of experience could not foreſee. 

Her Father upon this Information ſends for her 
to Hengrave, where {he is received with all imagi- 
pable kindneſs by my Lady her Mother-in-law, 
which {he returned with whar dutiful refveR and 
affetion ſhe was able : Here ſhe beg?d and ob- 
tain'd of her Father (knowing into what a narrow 
compals his plentiful Eſtate was contrafted , by 
realon of S:queſtration, and other inconveniences 
he lay under) that he would not put himle!f ro 


the expences of giving her a Servant ; defigning 
hereby to inure her (elf ro the excrcile of fuca 


labors, as (he: could not otherwiſe have the oc- 
caſton of practiling, whereby {h- might de rhe 
berter able to prepare her {elf for the like labors 
in Religion, to which (he till found her felt ſtrong- 
ly inclined: And one day whilſt (h: was butficd 
n rubing her Chamber, hcr Father ſuddenly cam? 
in upon her, and finding her upon her Knees all 
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in a ſweat, took her up in his Arms and em- 
braced her, with Tears in his Eyes telling her, 
' God would one day give her a particular bleſſing, for con- 
forming her ſelf after ſo particular a manner to thoſe 


Circumances, his Providence, and her kindneſs to himſelf 


had reduced her. 
The troubles ſtill rather increaſing than dimt- 
niſhing, Sir Thomas (that his Family might not 
be too troubleſome to his Father-inslaw) reſolved 
ro go and live with his Mother at Haughton ; bur 
he ſtayed nor long there, for Sir Thomas Harvey 
urging his Daughters return to him again , Sir 
Thomas Hanmer accepted his kind invitation , and 
ft his Daughter bchind him, where her former 
dcefircs of a Religious Lite returned ; and to ft 
her {lf th2 b<trer tor that Stare, ſhe hoped ſooner 
_ or later to enjoy, {hz refolved to ſer upon the 
practice of thoſe Mortifications ſhe was likely to. 
undergo; and preluding as it were to thoſe Pious 
Auſteritics, ihe began to Faſt once a week, ab- 
ſtaining trom Meat and Drinktill night, ſhe riſe 
conſtantly at Midnight to her Prayers, and exer- 
cifed ſuch labors and humble Offices, as were only 
tit tor her Servant, upon pretext ſhe found them 
b-ncficial to her health. She had hertime hourl 
reguated from Morning till Night, a Method ſhe 
b<gan to practice whilſt ſhe was in France, and 
never aiter omitted, ſtill making Rule and Or- 
cer tne Standard of her. Attions. She was To in- 
dulirious in whatever ſhe undertook , that ſhe 
«VET failed to accompliſh it, and by her inge- 
nutty, not only learnt the French Tongue whilſt 
1 | : the 


| 
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ſhe was at Paris, but withour the help of any Maſter, 
acquir'd ſuch a ſufficient knowledge of the1:ali.mand 


Spanish Tongues, 2s to underſtand any Book. 


Having lived fome time in this manner here, 
her Father ſent for her to Londen with d<fign ro | 
take her to live with hint at Leusham not far di- 
ſtant from thence, whether his Lady and herefol- 
ved privatly to retire themlſclves in thole trouble= 
ſome times. Finding Im here alone, her Mo- 
ther-in-law not being yet come out of Suffolk, 
ſhe thought this a good occaltion given her of - 
bringing abour her defign; wherctore ſhe ear- 
neſtly intreated him, that ſince there was no pro- 
bability of better Times in England, ( Cremwel 
having baniſhed rhe Cavaliers, as well as Sequel- | 
trated their Eſtates) bur rather that they would 
grow worſe, and he become leſs able-to provide 
tor her, than now he was; and if it pleaſed God, 
that any. misfortune ſhould happen to him, ſhe 
knew how much it would be augmented by rhe 
thoughts of what ſhe would be like to ſujcr, 
and tince her inclinations were wholy fixed upon 
it, defirrd hin , that he would be pleasd 
to give her leave to go beyond-fea, and allo, 
wherewith to enter into a Monaſtry, where {he 
might both live ſecurly, and dic happily. Her 


Reaſons were ſo ſolid and convincing, that he 


knew not whar other Anſiver to -return, than a 
grant to her requeſt ; and his A.letion tor her 
was ſuch, that he thought the giving her Liberty 
in this particular could in no kind be fo preju- 
eicial ro ber, as thoſe ſulſcrings [he might under- 
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8 The Life of the Lady WARNE R- 
go if he denyed her, and any misfortune ſhould. 


happen to himſclt, | | 

Having gain'd her Fathers conſent, ſhe makes 
her application to ſome of her Catholic acquain- 
tance, to beg their Aſſiſtance, to find a Prieſt 
that might direct her ro fome Monaſtry. Pro- 
vidence ſo ordain'd, that the perſon ro whom 
upon this occaſion ſhe was recommended, was 
one of her own Family, viz. Father Hanmer of 
the Society of Ieſus, who took ro Heart her con- 
cern, and advisd her to go to: Paristo enter there 
into a Monaſtry of the Order of Saint Bennet, 
that he ſhould recommend her to; and giving 
her the Rules of Saint Benner, told her what Por- 
tion was requir'd for her admittance, which Sir 
Thomas was contented to give ; and moreover, 
he undertook to be her Condudter thither , and 
the very day was appointed, on which they were 
to begin their Journy, 
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Her Pions Deſizns zre creſſed by her Mother-in- 
law, and what happew?d to her till the time 
of her Marriage. 


EF" Reat Reſolutions are ſeldom undertaken 

I (eſpecially in the way of Vertue) which 
meet not with great oppofttions; the hopes the 
young Lady had conceived of Confecrating her 
ſelt ro God in a Religious Family, were nipe in 
the very bud : For the Night betore ſhe was to. 
ſer. our from London, my Lady Hummer her Mo- 


ther-in-law eame.thither, and being inform'd , 


that Sir Thomas had given his conſent for his 
Daughters going beyond-ſea to be a Nun, uſed 
{auch moving Arguments to perſwade him ro recal 
his conſent, as had their effect. Telling him all 
the World would look upon ir as an Argument 
of her unkindneſs, that having one only Daugh- _ 
ter he ſhould diſpoſe of her no better, than to 
Impriſon her in the Incloſure of a Monaſtry: 
That it would give ſuſpition ally to the World, 
that he himſelf was a Papiſt, and conſequently 
expoſe him to greater dithculties than he lay un- 
der at preſent, They being Perſecured no lefs for 
their Religion , than for their Loyalty. Theſe 
Arguments caus'd Sir Thomas to recal his —_ 
An 
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3z0 The Life of the Lady WARkNEk. 
and reverſe all his former promiſes. His Daugh- 
ter, tho {he receiv'd his Commands of ſtaying with 
ſubmitſjon , yet the forrow to fee herſelt on a 
fuddain depriv'd of that happineſs ihe thought 
herſelf ready to poſleſs, was not ordinary. As 
chearfully as ſhe 'could, ſhe accompanied her Fa- 
ther and my Lady to Leusham, where for a Year 
ſhe continued much the ſame Kind of Life ſhe 
had lead at Haughton, at the end of which her 
Father leaving Leusham ſent her to live with Mrs. 
Ellis a Relation of his at Halrhey in VPales. 

A fier which: is ſmother'd for a time, {cldom 
fails of breaking forth afreſh, yea, rather ſeems 
by Imprifonmenr to ger force and ſtrength ; ſo it 
hapen'd with this young Lady, who being 'now 
more mature than formerly, {he thought upon 
{uch- probable means. as were likely to enable her 
to eftedt heridefires, which were theſe. Her Fa- 
ther having given her ſuch a yearly allowance, as 
his: preſent circumſtances would permit him, ir 
| being ſhort of what the maintaining of her, | ac- 
cording to her Quality requird, the took this 
pretence to beg leave ſhe mighe- buy Barly, and 
get it made into Malt, and Sell it to his own Te- 
nants, by the profit of which ſhe hop?'d ro aug- 
_ ment: her allowance, ro a competency for her 
maintainance afrer. ſuch a manner as became his 
Daughter; ſhewing hereby her Humility to 
ſubmir herſelf ro fo baſe and ſordid a means , 
to compaſs fo glorious an end, as ſhe aim'd ar. 
Sir Thomas not being able to allow her more, upon 
condition ſhe fold only to his own Tenants, gave 

his 
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his conſent, which {he having obtain'd, pleas'd her- 
ſelf with the imagination of being again enabled to 
compals her wiſhes, and in a [hort time by her 
good Huſifry ro improve that little ſtock allow'd 
her, to ſuch a Summ as Father Hanmer had cold her 
would be ſufficient, to obrain her Admirtrtance into 
a Monaſtry. Bur whilſt ih- was thus in purſuir 
of ſo Pious an intention, it tell ro the ground ; 
her, Fathers Tenants in thole troubleſome times 
grew fo poor that they were nor able to pay for 
what they had bought of her. 

This defign alſo failing, inſtead of laying aſide 
the thoughts of a R-ligious Lite , which {cemed 
now an improbable thing to hope for; ſhe ſtill 


hoped even againſt hope, and reſolved ar leaſt 


never to Murry, that thereby {h- might not 1n- 
capacitate herſelf for thac Happineſs ihe ſo ear- 


. neſtly delired. Times growing now a lictle betrer, 


her Father was off=r'd {everal conſtderable Mat- 
ches for her, which he prefſ:d her to hearken to, 
by the ſame Arguments ſhe had uſed to him, to 
perſwade him to give his conlent for her being 
Religious: Viz. Thar if any misfortune ſhould 
happen to him, the thoughts, that he had provi- 
ded for her, would be a comtort to him in it, and 
therefore earneſtly defired her to accept of any 
one of theſe offers, ſhe. liked beſt. She on the 
other ſide beg'd of him to i[hew the cgntinuance 
of his Aﬀcction to her, by not preſling her to 
embrace that courſe of Life to which ſhe had a 
greater averſion than to any thing inthe World; 
and that no. heavier crofs could happen ' _— Oy | 

hen, 


i 


t2 The Life of the Lady WARNER. 


than that of Marriage. Her Father at that time 


defiſted from any farther importunity , but a Ba- 
ronet who was one of her earneſt Suiters did not 
from his; to avoid which, ſhe beg*d leave of her 
Father ro.go our of the Country , and ovtain d 
his conſent for her going to live at Mr. H.alcy's 


_ at Brainford near London. Hither ſhe came ac- 


companied with a Couſin German of hers, Mrs. 
Catherin Kitmaſton , who had lived with her at Al- 
they, where they had contracted a very particular 
friendſhip. But here ſhe was nor freed as {he 
hop'd from her Suitors importunity, who follow- 
ed her, and had gain'd her Fathers Letter to her, 
to perſwade her ro grant his requeſt, Her Fa- 
thers Letter, joyn'd with the Baronets importu- 
nity, wrought much upon her; bur he having rccei- 
ved ſeveral denyals by word of mouth, rcfolvea 
to make his laſt attempr by Letter, in which he 
yery patherically expreſs'd his Paſſion for her, te!- 
ling her amongſt other things, That whatevcr he 
ſuffer'd if she deny'd him now\ it should be the laft ſol:- 
Crtation he wenld: ever give her the trouble of. This 
Letter, with her Fathers per{wations in his, pur 
her into a doubr what to do, and in this per- 
plexity ſhe conſulted her Couſin, who uſed all 
the Arguments ſhe could to prevail with her, not 
. to give him any farther denyal, Her powertul 

Counſel had tuch an afcendency over her, that 
ſhe Writ him a civil Anfirer, which ſhe had no 
ſooner done, and given it her Maid to ſend 
away, bur the thoughts. of the former hap pincſs 
{he had propos, return'd in fo forcible a man- 


ner, 


 Comely and laſting 
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ner, and the reſolutions ſhe had taken of not 
puring her felf into any condition, that might 


render her uncapable of that happincſs, came fo 
| lively to her thoughts; that almoſt betore her Maid 


was down Stairs, {Ne called her back, took the 


| Letter from her, and immediately burnt it, giving 
| her another, in which ſhe defired her Suiter, if 
he had the Aﬀection he pretended for hcr, to 


ſhew it by Keeping his promiſe, in never more 
troubling her in thar nature, 

| Ir was no wonder, that this, as well as other 
Perſons of Quality, expreſied fo great an earneſt- 
nels of gaining her; fince both her Extcrior and 
Interior were ſuch, as challeng'd the Aﬀections 


and Admiration of all that knew her; and1 con- 
| ceive , I cannot have a fitter place to give the 
| Reader a ſatisfactory diſcription, and a ſhort pour- 
| rraiture of both, than this. She was above the 


Middle Stature of Women , cxcellently well 
[Napr, her Complexion not extraordinary fair, but 

g, her Featurs were charming, 
her Eyes brown as well as her hair; and her coun- 


 tenance had ſuch a particular fivectnels, as ſeyeral 


Painters who drew her Pictures admired, but own'd 
their $Kill nor ſufficicur to cxprels, This beau- 
tiful Symmetry of hcr Body, was accompanied 
with no leſs lovely Qualities of her Mind. Her 
humor was grave and ſcrious , yet ſweetn'd with 
ſuch an aftability, that render'd her converſation 


| no ways diſagrecable or uneafie, but ſought after 


and delired by All. This created a freedom 1n 


thoſe ſhe convers'd with, as the other Kept them 
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in 2 certain becoming diſtance. She was an ex- 
cellent friend , and where ſhe once took a kind- 
neſs, *twas impoſl:blefor any to alter it, and tho ſhe 
choſe very few, to whom ſhe cxprefied a particular 
friendſhip ; yer the choice ſhe made , cvidenc d 
the goodneſs of her judgmeur, they beirg ſuch, 
| as deſerv'd it. She was mild and not eaſily mov'd 
to anger, yet her meekncſs did not hinderthe cx- 
preſſing of her reſentments, when ſhe had ult 
cauſe : She was a lover of frvgality and induſiry, 
ſer a high value upon time, and had every hour 
_ of the day regulated ; took no Reſolutions, but 
with mature coniideration, and was as conſtant in 
the execution of what ſhe once reſoly'd upon. 
She had a clear and peircing wit, Maſculine Judg- 
ment, a fruitful Memory, whereby {he came to 
underſtand ſeveral Lavguages beſides her own, and 
a Prudence in buſineſs , above the ordinary capacity 
of a Woman. She was ſo bigotted to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion ſhe was brought up in, that nei- 
ther the intreaties, or promiſes of her Elder Bro- 
ther Sir John Hanmer, could perſwade her to alter 
It, who at his return our of Portugal (where he 
became a Catholic whilſt he Studied in the Eneglish 
Seminary at Li:hom ) was ſo Zealous for his Reli- 
gion, = 150 upon his Knees with Tears, he 
beg'd her/to embrace it : Yer all this could never 
move her, tho ſhe paſſionatly lovd him, to a 


i which nothing, but the hopes ſhe had of being 
- Religious, could'ever make her think of quiting ; 
and Ihe was very often uſed ro ſay, That theſe 
1 | Deſires 


leſs Eſteem, or Aﬀe@ion for her own Religion, 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER. T7 
Deſires ſo tranſported her , as often as they occur d, that 


* che ſcarſe thought thcm inconſiſtent with her own 
Religion. | 
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The firſt interviev between her , and Sir John 


Warner, hcr Marrjaze , and behavior in 
the World. 


H 55 given you the difcription of whar 


ſhe was, it is time to let you Know thoſe 
ſecret, and hidden ways God makes uſe of ro 


| draw the Predeſtinate to his ſervice. It happen'd 


whilſt ſhe liv'd at Branford, that the Protector 
dyed, whoſe Splendid and Magnificent Funeral 
invited all People to a fight cf it, and her amongſt 
thereſt, and Providence to order'd, that ſhe ſhould 
be a SpeCtatreſs with ſome of her friends, in the fame 
Balcony, which Sir Ion Varner, and fome of his 


| Relations had taken upto bchold the ſame Solem- 


pity, it being only ſeperated in the middle to 
divide the two Companies. Here ſhe was 
inform'd of Sir 1chn VVammer, as well as he of her; 
to wit, that ſHe was likely, beſides that plentiful 
Fortune ber Father defign'd her, to be Heireſs to 
Three Thouland pound a Year, ſhould her Bro- 


» ther die without Iſſue, v ho was not yet Married, 
_ and was in Poſſeſſion of Mr. Bakers Eſtate, his 


Unckle 
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© Unckle by his Mother. But both Sir John, and 


ſhe were fo far from any thoughts of Marriage, 


- that what was told them of each other took, no 


Impreſhon. But what Heaven had 15 happily 
decreed came art length to be accompliſhr, 
For Sir Thomas Hanmer reſolving to leave Suffolk , 


and return to a Houſe of his own called Berisficld 


in VVales (where he might now be able ro live 


' at quiet) intended to take his Daughter along 


with him, and for that end, ſent to her to mect 
him, and her Mother-in-law at London; where he 
ſtay'd ſome time for the Concluſion of a Match 
that was treating between his Son Sir Iohn Hanmer, 


and Mrs. Alſten's Daughter , an Heireſs to 


Seven Hundred Pound a Year, whoſe Mother 
was Aunt to Sir lohn Vyarner by his Fathers fide ; 
who being lately dead, and Sir John, now in the 


Poſlefſion of his Eſtate, had diſpoſed all things 


to Travel into France, and before this, had began 
his Journy, had he notby Mrs. 4lfon's his Aunts 
intreaties,defer'd it till after his Couſin's Marriage, 
which within a Fortnight or Three Weeks, was to 
be Solemnized ; whilſt Sir John ſtayed here with 
his Aunt, it happened, that one Day Sir John 
Hanmer came to Viſit his Miſtreſs, and brought 
his Siſter along with him. Tho the firſt ſight 
of- her made no impreſſion at all, as we have ſaid, 
upon Sir John VVamer, yet this ſecond did, and fo 
forcibly tOo,, as to make him immediately 1a 

aſide his former deſigns, and reſolve to make 
his Applications to her ; which he ſhould never 
have had the confidence to have done, had he 


known 
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known how ſevere and averſe ſhe had ſhown 
her ſelf ro her former Suiters ; For theſe being 
the firſt Addreſlcs he had ever made to any 
Woman in that kind, he would nor. willingly 
have expos'd himſclf ro a denial the firſt time he 
made them ; havivg 1etus'd to hearken to very 
 conſider2ble Matches, that were ofterd him, 
being uvuilling tro Marry, whilſt thoſe unſtÞPd 
Times laſted. 

Providence, that often times makes uſe of 
contrary means, to bring about it's own defigns, 
appeard wonderfully in this, and gave her no lets 
inclination to receive, than it had given Sir Iohn 

to make his Addreſſes. This was exreamly won- 
 der/dat by thoſe who knew her dilpofition; nay, _ 
even by her ſelf, when {he found ſuch an incli- 
nation , to what before ſhe had entertain'd 
ſo great an Antipathy. Inftine, ſhe who had 
ſtood our ſeveral Years Courrſhips. from others , 
- was gaind in Three Weeks time by Sir lohn ; 
who the Week after his Couſlin's Eſpoulſals, was 
* himſclf Marricd in Lcenden by Dr. Joby FVrner 
Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, upon the Seventh of 


Tine 1659. | 
Alrho ſhe had now embraced a State of Life, 
wholy inconſiſtent with that of a Religious Pro- 
fe ſion ; yer ſhe ſeemed Niill ro have a ſpecial 
Aﬀe&tion, and Inclination for thofte Virtues , 
which even adorn the moſt perfe&t, Calling. 
And not long after her Marriage, ſhe had a fingular 
tryal given her, as well of Humility, as of Partence ; 
which was the more ſeatible, becauſe given by one © 
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ſhe ſo paſſionatly I'd. Sir Tohn VV arner having 
accepted of Sir John Hianmer's, his Brother-1n-lau s 
invitation, to live with him at VVittingham-ball in 
Suffolk, not tar from his own Eſtate; was invi- 
ted by him to take a little Ramble about the Coun- 
try, without acquainting his Lady whether he wen. 
Art his return, wy Lady VP.ner after an expret- 
ſion of her Joy ro ſee Sir thn come home late , 
made a kind Expoſtulation with him, Phy he weld 
be ſo mkind, as10 leave her ſo long in that ſclicitude, by z0i1g 
an ſtaying ſuch a while abroad without telling hcr of i”. 
He, like other Young Men, often roo Jealous of 
looſing their Authority, by too Kinda Condeſcen- 
tion to their Wives, made an ill interpreta- 
tion of her Kind demand; looking upon ir as a 
ſort of Controulment; and told her, 1: belong'd 
nct to her to require an acccunt ef his Afions; that he 
mould have his literty to go, and come hen he pleas'd, 
1 ithout informing any one why, and whether he went. 

This unexpected Anſwer might well have created 
a diſturbance in one, that was not endoy'd with 

that Spirit of Obedience, and Humility, ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of; which the expreſſed, by falling 

upon her Knecs, and beging Pardon for fo juſt 

an cftcnce and promis'd never more to be guilty 

ef the like; which promiſe ſhe not only made, 

but exactly kept all her life after: And this was 

the only miſunderſtanding that eyer happen'd be- 

tween them, whilſt they lived together. 

My Lady VPamer being now big with Child, and 
Sir Tohn thinking it convenient The ſhould lie in 
at his own Houſe at Parham, motion'd it to her : 

| She 
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She joyfully accepted the propoſal, and declar'd 


how much more it would be to her fatisfation 


ro live there (notwithſtanding the rrouble ihe 


knew the care of - Houle-Kceping would inevi- 
tably give her). where ſhe hop'd to be tree from 
ſuch a continual . copcourſe of Company, which 
render'd her Life leſs pleaſant where ſhe was; 


bur yer ſhe would Hever have complain'd of it, 


had not he kindly made this oftcr ro her : 
For tho nothing was more pleaſing to her, than 
Quiet and Retirement ; yer fince ſhe thought the 
other more grateful to him, ſhe would willingly 
hive Sacrihc'd her own fatisfaction , to give 
him his. : . 
Sir John's Eldeſt Siſter, Mrs. Arn V Veer, who 


lived with my Lady Pertus her V other-in-law, at 


Caſtor near Norwich , being dangerouſly ill, ſent 
for him; whether he wenr, and carricd my Lady 
with him. His Siſter dying, he carried her Body 
to be buried at Parham, and took this occaſion 
of remaining there ; taking his other. Siſter 
Mrs. Elizabeth VVarner along with him, Whe- 
ther ſhe was no ſooner come, but ſNe was pre- 
ſently Viſited by all in the Neighborhood, and 
among others, by Sir Ion PVamo's Nurſe, who 
upon that account, taking a little more | tberty 
than the other's did with my Lady (who in com- 
pliance to the faſhion wore Patches) told her, 
Madam, God Almighty has given you 4 very good Face, 
why will you ſpoil it with theſe ugly black things? If 
he bad put them there, 1 am ſure you could not have 
taken it well, an1 with reaſon too, for your Face would 
: B 2 ot 


- 


20 The Life cf the Lacy WARNER. 


rot have been balf ſo handſeme. This Advice was fo 
grattully acce pred, that {he immediatly pul'd them 
off, and never after wore any more. 

_ Such paſſiges as theſe are often Paradox'd, 
and RidicuPd as a peice of bigottry , by thole 
who do not willingly admit of any thivg, which 
may abate their Pride, ortake of trom their Vanity. 
How acceptable this innate goodneſs of hers was 
to Heaven, even before her Converſion, may be 
gather'd by two great davgers {he happily elcapcd. 

She was naturally fearful in a Coach, and rhe 
2d ways, as well as her coration ( betng now 
big with Child) ſo avgmented this fear, that fe 
would no more make ule of one, bur wou;d 
rather go to Church on foot, which tho a Nile 
oft the Houſe, ſhe never fail'd to do twice 3 

Sunday, even in the Winter time. Sir Ioln fin- 
ding this very troubleſome , and knowirg {he 
lov'd to Ride firgle (bcirg an excellent Horle- 
Woman ) berght a Horſe for her; which, ſhe 
was no ſooner got upon , than he threw her 
down ; for (beirg by the careleſneſs of the Groom 
Girted too backward) he never left kicking will 
he diſmounted her, and after ſhe was down, con- 
tinuirg till ro Kick, came ſeveral times very near 
her Head with his Fect. It pleaſed God to 
Protect her and her Child ſhe was big 
withal, fron, any hurt ty this Accident, as he 
had a little tefore from another : Viz. Sir lot u 
to divert himſelf, comirg cut of his own Coach 
v herein Ihe was, to diive another Gentleman's 
in which the Servants were > he overturr'd 

| is, 
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it; which ſhe hearing of, and fearing ſome hurt 
might have come ro him, leapt over the Boot 
of the Coach, not ſtaying to have ic t.ken down 


as the falhon was then, to go to him ; withour | 


receiving any more hurt by this fright , and 
dangerous leap it occation'd ; than by the 0- 
ther accident bcfore mention'd: Almighry 
God preſerving her , and her Child for his 
future ſervice. Her time of Lyivg-in drawing near, 
{hc gave notice of it to her Father ; who (tho then 
at Betisficld in FVates, near Two Hundred Miles 
eiſtant from P,oh.,m) to ſhew the paſſionate af- 
fetion he had for her, rooka Journy on Horlc- 
back trom thence, at fo unſ-aſonable a tine of 
the Year, to give her the comfort of his preſence ; 
which char ſhe might b- ſure not ro want, be 
was with her a Month bctore {he was brought ro 
bed, which was upon the 2oth of Much, 1659- 
She was Three Days, and Three Nights in 


Labor; infomuch, thar both hers and the Chiles. 


Life were in great danger; and {he ſaffer'd C 
great Pain, thac (h- was often tempted to bit acr 


Head again the Bed-poſt with ſich violence, as 


might put an endto it; but inficad of giving way 


to ſuch Temprations, ſh- endeavor'd to futfer ail 
with what Patience {h- was able ; looking upgu 
It, as a juſt Puniſhncar of God, for ha ing neg- 
Ie&ted thoſe good purpoles ih + had made, of D<- 
dicating her icIf intircly ro bis ſervice ; and there- 
fore, refoly'd, if Gud ſpai*'d hers and the Cin1ids 
Life, to bring it up with the ſun: Fniiments, God 
had given ker of that Stare, (h: hal noy maac 
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her ſc|f uncapable of; hoping it might afterwards 
embrace that happy Life , {he her ſelf had neg- 
leted. Her Daughter (of whom ſh2 was at laſt 
happily Deliver d) was Chriſtned , and Nam'd 
Catherine (Mrs. Catherine Kinnaſton my Lady's Kinl- 
woman , and friend we ſpoke of before, being 
God-mother,) and even before, {he was capable 
of any impreſſion, my Lady PVarner began to 
inſtil fuch Principles into her, as (he hopt mighr 


one day have no little prevalence over her 


Riper Age. This Child was the firſt bleſſing 
that God beſtow'd upon her; and the care ſh- 
rook in Cultivating this hopeful Plant, by Pioul- 
ly managing her fiſt Years, ( in which 
all rhings that are tender and pretious, are 
moſt of all in danger) was abundantly reward<d 
by aſecond blcfhing of another Daughter , Born 
upon the 15th. of Iuly, 1663. and Chriſtned the 
_ 2th. receiving in Baptiſm, the Name of Suſan, 
from my Lady Hanmer her Grand-mother , and 
God-mother. The early Impreſſions of Devo- 
tion {he gave to both, were fo pleafing ro Hea- 
ven, as well as profitable to them; that without 
doubt they conduc'd very much, to their embra- 
cing of that State, they now both happily enjoy, 
in the Englich Monaſtry, of the Qrder of Sainc 
Bennet at Dunk irck. TT 
She was not only thus diligent in her Duty to 
her Children, bur held the ſame Yanagery in her 
Houſhold Afﬀairs of leſs moment. Firſt , as 
foon as Ihe got up in the Morning, having ſpent 
balf an hour ar her Devorians in her Cloſer, 
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(which {R2 alſo did conſtantly before ſhe went 
ro Bed) ſhe apply'd her ſelf wholy to her Do- 
meſtick concerns; and chearfully underwent the 
trouble of taking an exact account of all things, 
that were brought in, or ſpent in the Houſe that 
Day : And tho there was a Steward, whole Em- 
ployment it was to look into ſuch Aﬀairs; yet 
ih2 would needs eaſe him of this trouble, and 


rake it upon her felf ; that he might have more 


Time to mind other butinels of greater moment. 
'Tis true, ſh: had no ſtint preſcrib'4 her, and 
might Command of the Steward what Mony ſhe 
plead, yet to diſpatch all things in a more quiet 
and orderly manner , ſh: dettii'd Sir Tohn to 
ive a particular allowance, to her ſelf , 
and Children; he offer'd her a Hundred Pound 
a Year; this condeſcention was kindly receiv'd , 
yet her Anſyer was, that Fif:y would be luthcient : 
Which Summ ſhe manag'd fo well, as never to 
exceed it; and yet in the mean time by her pru- 
dent condud, maintain'd her ſelf and Children, 
according to their Quality. Neither did this 
charge or care, any ways hinder her from ac-_ 
quiecing to wharſyey-r Sir 105n ſhould ſay, or 
do; to whom ſhe always pay'd a moſt humble, 
and entire ſubmiſſion, as may be gather'd from 
the following paſſage. 17 
It happew'd that Sir Iobn's Unckle, Mr. Robert 
VFarner having an Annuity of Fifty Pounds; had 
Written a Letrer by the Poſt to this effect, thar 
tho there was bur - half a Year due, yet ha- 
ying particular occaſions for Mony , he def11'd 
z 7” rh; ar 
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that he would advance another half Ycar, and re- 
rurn him Fifty Pound by the next fate opportu- 
nity. This Letter was intercepted, and another 
counterfited fo like his own hand, that he h:m- 
{1f, when it was firſt ſent him; rhought it had 
been his own; till he had read ir, and tound the 
Contents dizerent from what he Writ : For 1n- 
| ſtead of returning the Mony, the Cheat had de- 
fir'd it hou!d' be paid to the Bearer, atriend of his ; 
that had furni{h'd him with it; and that he would give 
him a kind Entertainment for his ſake. T he Chear 
coming very well Horſt, and very Genticly Clad, 
pretending he had ſcnt his Seryant back ro the 
next Market Town, to enquire after a Silver- 
hilred Sword, he had loſt out of his Beit upon 
the way, with order to expect his return thither 
" the next Day : Sir lohn doubted not in the leaſt 
his Honeſty, tho my Lady more quick fighted , 
{'> far fuſpe&t:d him, as to defire Sir Tohn not to 
give him the Mony, without Writing again to his 

Jnckle, Bur the Hand being ſo well counter- 


= fired, and the Scal of his Coat of Arms allo; he 


rold her he was ſure twas his Uncklcs Letter , 
and theref:»re order d the. Stzward to pay hun the 
Mony :, And when afterwards the Cheat was dil- 
 coverd, {Ne was fo far from cenſuring Sir loby's 
Action , or from ſaying, If he had beliey'd her, 
he had ſav'd his Meny ; that ſhe vever fo much as 
rook rhe leaſt notice of ir C6) him ; which (hew- 
. cd, that tho ſhe rook great care of what Sir 

Ig'n committed to her, yet ſhe did nor in the 
Jeaſt 1i.tcrmedle, or concern her {elf in what be- 
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long'd immediatly ro his managment ; bur left jr 
intirely to him, rt » act as he thought belt; Andas 
ſhe perform'd all things belonging to her charge, 


to his extraordinary latisfaftiun; fo {he was no 


les ſubmiſhve to all his Orders: And leſt ihe 
might diminiſh that ſatisfaction, Ih: defir'd he. 
ſhould have in all things, ſh- would even dil- 
approye her own Judg:nent, when in any thing 
Ir contradifted his, Nether did h:r compliance 
with Sir lohr's defires, caulc her any ways to neglect 
her Domeſtic Aﬀairs ; amongſt which, the care of 
her Servants was the frſt. Her endeavors were | 
reſtleſs in preventing rhoſe diſorders, which are 
incident to Families; She warned ofcen, and cau- 
tion'd thoſe who were aldifted to unnecellury, 
and dangerous Converſitions ; if theſe admoni- 
tions prevailed little, ſh- us'd more efficacious 
means, of hindring ſuch itil conſ{uquences as might 
follow; by turning away one of then ihe thought 
the occaſion, of the others breaking ber Com- 
mands. If ſhe found any of her Servants over- 
ſeen in Drink, She admonith'd him the firſt time, 
to take care ſhe ſaw him not guilry of the ſame 
fault again; ifthis charitable advice took no effec, 
{he was wont to' uſe her powerful interceſſion 
with Sir lobn (who refus'd her nothing -ſhe de- 
lid) to diſcharge him immediatly from his [ervice, 
Moreover, to prevent that common Topic, which. 
ervants for the moſt pare make uſe of for an 
excuſe, that their INTE MPCFance proceeds from 


their kind entertainment of other Gentlemens 


vYervants; She d=clai'd, that ſhould not ſerve thcir 
| Tur; 
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turn; for ſhe defir'd that others Servants ſhould 
be treated, as ihe would have her own; Viz. TI hat 
they ſhould want nothing, yet not have ſo much 
as to make them unfit to render due ſcrvice to 
their Maſters. 

This care was follow'd by a diligent forecaſt, 
that no part of that pretious time , She ſo much 
eſteemed, might be caſt away, or ſpent idely, but 
rather improv'd. LaJies ordinarily challenge the 
time of Dreſſing and Adorning themſelves , as 
properly their own ; and endeavor to make it the 


whole Employment of thcir Servants. ut on- 


the contrary , She to redeem that, which others 
do not account loſt; was accuſtom'd ro Read 


conſtantly ſome Devout Book to them ; not. 


only when they were buſy in this Employ- 
ment , but in the Afternoon alſo ; cauſing 
ſuch, whoſe Circumſtances would permir them, 
to Work in her preſence ; that ſhe mighr 
Read to them whilſt thcy were there; And took 
care not only to give them all, a conſtant 
Employment ; bur alſo, that whilſt their 
Hands were at Work, their Minds might be 


Piouſly taken up, with Attention to what they 


Heard. 


This care in regulating, and framing her Fa- 
mily according to the Maxims of Chriſtian Duty ; 
tho it was great and ſingular , ver it was too 
narrow a Sphere, to baund or limit her Charity ; 
which extended nor only to Domeſticks, bur em- 
braced the neccſſirous fate of all, eſpecially of thoſe 


who were helpleis and laden with aflictions : In- 
; } . Oo 
{omuch, 
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ſomuch, as the could never look upon any in 
miſcry or diſtreſs; bur ſhe confiler'd their con- 
dition as her own, and give them {ſpeedy ſuccour 


and aſliſtance. And that the mighr do this the 


better; She would never be enduc'd by any in- 
rreaties, to Play for Mony ; profeſſi1g, She had 
none to looſe, but what belong'd ro the Poor. 
For what ſhe could ſpare out of that allowance 
Sir loby had given her, She had afſizw'd them; 
and was fo {paring and provident, as to give very 
conſtderable Alms our of it. She rook ſpecial 
care that the Poor, who came at Dinner Time 


ſhould be duly f-rv'd ; ordzring that when 


any . particular Object. of Charicy preſented ir 
ſelf , they thould give her notice of it ; and 
the never fail*4 ro relieve them proportionably 
to their necefſities, If any Neighbor fell ſick, 


She was not content to ſend them, Cordial Wa-. 


ters, Syrups, and ſuch like helps, which the had 
prepar'd for that end ; but would be the Bearer 
of them her ſelf ; and by that means, ſee if they 
wanted not more, than their Modeſty permicred 
them to ask. Nor was the greateſt difficulty 
abie to obſtrat any Act of Charity towards 
them ; As may appzar by her going once 
half a Mile on Foot, to atht a/Poor Neitgi- 
bor in Child-bed, and this even at Midnight, 
in the rigid ſeaſon of Winter; thro the Snow , 
by which ſhe ſaved the Womans, Life , who 
had not my Lady com?2, had certainly died 
in Labor, as the perſon her {ef own'd as long 


as the liv'd. She had a very Compatlſionate 


Nature, 


a. 
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Nature, which the 'us'd to blame as Cowardize , 
becauſe ir would not permir her to dr.cls the 
Wounds, and Softes of thoſe, for whom the was 
Fo tenderly conceri'd ; yet the lupply'd this dc- 
fect as wuch as the was able, by giving them ſuch 
Playſters, and Oyntments., as the made for all 
forts of Aylements: Nor was ſhe lets curious in 
havirg at hand all kinds of approv'd Remcdics ; 
that {Ne might 1mpart them to the molt indigent ; 
and at the lame time ſo carcful, that ſhe ad- 
mitted none into her Receipr Book , which had 
not produc'd the effe& the earncſtly .withed. 

Burt her Charity (hin'd moſt of all, where now 
a days 'tis moſt wanting, Viz. in her Converla- 
tion, which was ſo agreeable an Entertainment 
to thoſe ſhe Converlt with, that they rather fear'd, 
than defir'd ir ſhould be interrupted, by any 
ather ; ir þcing no lefs. ſolid than recreative , 
a1d ever ſutable ro her Calm and Sweet Tem- 
per. She knew Judiciouſly how ro ſuir her {colt 
to thole the convers'd with ; without any offence, 
either to the preſent, or abſent ; joyning always 
Ingenuity with inſtruction; For being well Read 
m Hiftory (char being her chief delight ) and 
having an extraordinary Memory, that made what 


the had ſeen or Read hey Own ;, She never wanted 


excellent raatter to entertain eyen long Diſcourſes ; 
and was never driven, to ſe:k it at others coſt ; 


eirher by traducing their Actions, or rel 


-J Eh 2B ating an 
thing that mig  Eexe'd 


1 ; . 
gar cllen their eſteem ; but on the 
contrary , took every 


ſeaKing well of all , 


| occaſion ſhe could, of 
and turning eyery thing, 
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The Life of tho Lady WARNER 2g 
by a Pious Artifice, to the beſt ſenſe : Lxcuting the 


1uxention, it ſhe could not approve of the ation ; 
and conlequently never employ'd her Wit 1n 


Rallyivg, or A perltivg others z bur on The con- 
wary, it any one Jatht forth into [cſs Charitable 
Infinuations, She was the firſt, that ſhewed a diuuke 
by her ſilence; and thereby gave them a Kind 


check to be more wary hereatter : Joynirg as | - 


{aid before, Severity and Afability in fo wonder=- 
tul a' manyer ; that love and fear ſcen'd ro go 
hand in hand ; and as the one made her Com- 
ary de{n'd, ſo the other render'd it not nneafte =. 
All being w illing tO quit any Subject, tho never 


fo ſuitable to BYeg own humors, rather than loote 


the diverſion of hers : And therefore, when any 
had bcen declaiming avainit, or centies & others, 
or raiKitg of any light nd unprofitable thing ; 


which 1s oe Theme commonly of Worldly Con 


verfation : Her preſence as well before, as fins 


her Marriage, was of juticient Authority to fflence 


them; and Mrs. Ticycr Haxmer, or my Lady 


I'Varncr 1s coming, was a forcible Irem to rurn 
the hotcſt Ditcourte, into ſuch an one, as might 
not be diſpleaſing ro ber. Which evidenc'd how 


far they were from regretting the interruption of 


their own Difcourſe, and how glad of the occa- 
fon of eDJOYINg her's, which was ever diverting 
and Innocert. 
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23 The Life of the Lady WARNER», 
Nature, which the us'd to blame as Cowardize , 
becauſe ir would not permit her to drcls the 
Wounds, and Sores of thoſt, for whom the was 
fo renderly concerr'd ; yet the ſupply'd this dc- 
fect as much as the was able, by giving them ſuch 
Playſters, and Oyntments, as the made for all 
forts of Aylements: Nor was ſhe lets curious in 
havirg at hand all kinds of approv'd Remedics ; 
that ſhe might impart them to rhe molt indigent ; 
and at the ſame time ſo careful, that ſhe ad- 
mitted. none into her Receipt Book , which had 
not produc'd the effect the earncſtly .wiſthed, 


Bur her Charity ſhin'd moſt of all, where now 


a days tis. moſt wanting, Viz. in her Converla- 
tion, which was ſo agreeable an Entertainment 
ro thoſe ſhe Converlt with, that they rather fear'd, 
than dclir'd ir {hould be interrupted, by any 
ather ; ir þcing no Jeſs ſolid than recreative , 
aid ever futable ro her Calm and Sweet Tem- 
per. She knew Judicionfly how to ſuir her {elf 
to thoſe the convers'd with ; without any offence, 
either to the preſent, or abſent; joyning always 
wgenuity with inſtruction; For being well Read 
m Hiſtory (chat being her chict delight ) and 
having an extraordinary Memory, that made what 
the had ſeen or Read her own ; She never wanted 
excellent matter to entertain even long D:l{courſes ; 
and was never driven, to ferk it ar others coſt ; 
either by traducing their Actions, or relating any 
thing that might 'cſſen their eſteem ; but on the 


contrary, took every occaſion ſhe could, of . 


Foal; roll | ' 
Making well of all , and turning eyery thing, 
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by a Pious Artifice, to the belt ſenſe : Excuting the 


1nention, tif {he coi 1d not approve of the aQjon x -. 


and conlequently never employ'd her Wit 1n 
Rallyivg, or Aſpertivg Others z but on the con- 
trary, it any one Jaſht forth into Ic Charitable 


 Infinuations, She was the frſt, that ſhewed a di.uuke 


2A 


by her Glence 1 and thereby gave them a Kind 
check to be more wary hereattcr : Jorg = I 
ſaid before, Severity and Afﬀability 1n fo wonder- 
tul a' manner ; that love and tear ſcem'd to go 
hand wn hand ; and as the one made her Com- 
pany efn'd, 1o the other render'd it not nneafte = 
All — will rg to quit any Subk&, tho never 

ſo ſuitable to their own humors, rather than foote 
the diverſion of hers : And therefore, when any 
had bcen declaiming avainit, or cenlurirg others, 
or talking of any light Fs unprofitable thing ; 
which 1s the 1rhkeme commonly of Worldly Con- 


. verſation : Her prefence as well before, as after 


her Marriage, was of jtuthcient Authority to ftlence 
them; and Mrs. Ticycr Haxrmer, or my Lady 
V'Vamer is coming, was a forcible Irem to rurn 
the hotcſt Dilcourle, into fuch an one, as migar 
not be d! [pleaſing to her. Which evidenc'd how 
far they were from regretting the interruption of 
their own Diſcourſe, and how glad of the occa- 

fion of enjoying her's, which was ever diverting 
and innoucevr. | | 
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EXSISISITIFIET EILICEEICIEETEDD 
CHAP. VI. 


The rſt beeinning and cccaſicn if her 
Cepverſion, 


Lmighty God, who diſpoſeth all things no 

lets eficually than ſweetly , would no 
larger permit one, who had' liv'd up fo ſtrictly 
ro the light of Nature and Egucaticn, to live with- 
out the light of Grace, The beginning of hcr 
Converſion was after this manner. Her Father 
Sir Thcmas  Harmer thovght a diverſion for her very 
necellaiy ;' and therefore , invited Sir Iohn and 
her, with their whole Family, to Winter with 
him at Betisfield, Whether, as ſoon .as ſhe had 
recoverd her ſtrength, after her Lying-.in of her 
Youngeſt Daughter, they began their Jourry. 
Her diverſion was Sir Themay's defign, in this 1n- 
vitation ; bur her Converſion was intended by 
Higher Powers ; 


| vers 3 nor can this be refle&ted upon 
without a ſpecial Adoration of the ſecret Counci!s 
of Divine Providence, In this ſcjornment it was, 
the firſt began to doubt of her Religion ; which 
3s commonly the firſt ſtep, that God makes ule 
of, to bring thoſe that are nor in.it, tot w- 
ledge of the true one. Hitherto {the thought her 
ſelt in fo ſecure a way 'to 


? vn » pe | 
Brother's Kind and earneſt intreaties of her, to/ 


> leave 


to Salvation , ( that her | 
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leave it, could (as we have faid,) work nothing 
upon her; and was ſo conſtant in it, that nc- 


thing could make her think of a change, burthe 
hopes (as we have faia) of a Religious Life; 
ro which ſhe often found ſo violent an impulſe, 


that even pernited her not to reflect upon the 
| Abjuration of Proteſtancy , which it neceſlarily 
 requir'ds Otherwiſe the difference in fo Eſſential 


a Point, as the Real Preſence in the Bleſied Sa- 


 crament, would have ſtartled her, and pur an 


end to her Deſign of bcing a Nun ; as it did 
ſurprize her when the hcard this was the Belief 
the Church of Ernoland Profcls'd : of which the 
hitherto acknowledg'd her ſelf a Member. 

One Night after Supper it happen'd, that my 
Lady Harmcr 1m a Diſcourſe about Religion at- 
firm'd, That the Belief” of the Real Preſence, of exr 
Savicr in the Bliffed Sacrament, was acknowlede d by the 
Public Liturgy of the Church of Ergland, which was 
Au: beriz d and Commaried tobe Read, inall Churchesof the 
Kingdem. My Lady VPema furpriz'd at this Aflertion, 
Modeſtly reply d; Thin Madam 1 have hitherto bean 
very ignorant in the Relipicn I Prefefs , and have tan 


breught up in ſhem a Child. My Tady perſiſted {ill 


in her Aﬀertion, and admii'd her Ignorance ln {o 
conſiderable a Point of Faith ; and Sir Tromas 
Hanmea thrmirg my Lady to be in the right, and 


his Davghter to be in an Error, She was ex- 


treamly perplext ; to think She had bcen fo log 
brought up, in the Belief of thar Tenet, which 
the Church, ſhe Profcſs'd her ſelf of, ditawn'd; 


fearing, that as ſhe was ignorant in this fo necet- 
eo | | {ary 
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ſary a Point of Faith, She might be fo allo, in 
others no leſs Eſſential. However, tho [he could 
not ſubmit her Judgment even to her Fathers, 
whoſe knowledge and experience {he Knew to be far 
greater than her own; and that his Kindnels allo 
was too great, to lead her into an Error (fo deep 
are the impreſſions of Education, as not eaſily ro 
be cance!d ) yer ſhe prudently ſeem'd to acquieſce 
eo their Opinion, rather than farther contradict 
them, and {uſpended her Judgment, rill ſhe could 
better inform her {lf , in fo important a Point; 
which the intcnded to do at Laden. Which place 
(after S'x Months kind Entertainment) Sir 191 


and the with their whole Family, was -to pals 


through, in-their way home. 

She no ſooner came to Londen, but Sir Toh 
Hanme her Brother came to Viſit her ; and told 
her, her Unckle Hanmer { a Title the VVelsh give 
to ſuch as'are Coufins only, when they much 


excced them in Age) was in Town, and would 


be very glad to ſee her. This was that Father 
of the Secicry of eſis above mention'd, with whom 
the had treated about being Religious. She was 
at firſt a little concern'd, abour what he would 
think of her, for having embrac'd a State of Lite, 
ſo contrary to what the had propos'd ro him); 
bur Civility overcoming this apprehevſion, She 
appointed a time to receive his intended Viſit: 
which he made ar the time prefixt, and was ſo far 
from taking notice of what {he apprehended, that 
he Congratulated wich her , for her bappy Mar- 
r12ge; bur negiefted nor to take this occaſion of 
ſpeaking 


% 
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ſpeaking ro her of Religion; of the necclty of 


being in the crue Church ; that there was bur 
one that could be true ; there being but one 
Faith, as there was but one God, and one Bap- 
tiim; and defir'd her no leſs tor her own, than 
for his ſake, to take the pains only, of exami- 
ning impartially the Tencts of beth Churches; 
and (he would foon find which was the true one. 
She could not, but make a Civil acknowledg- 
ment for his kind concern ; which gave him 
hopes , 'that a ſecond Viſtit would nor be un- 
welcome; whereby he thovght he might be able, 
to do good upon a Soul, he found fo well di(- 
o9d to hear reaſon ; perecivirg her neither pre- 
poſleſs'd, nor byat duith paſhon, or prejudice : 
Two ct the greatcſt impediments in the way to 
Truth. EE 
* Theſccondrime he went to Vitit her, he took 
occaſion to Diſcourtc upon the particular T cnets 
of the Roman Catholic Religion; havirg in the 
firſt only roucht them in general; and among 0- 
ther Points, he diicourſt moſt at large upon the | 
Real Preſence: For which tho he brovght more 
and betrer Arguments, than ever {he had heard; 
yet they only wrought upon her ſo far, as to 
uicken her in the performance of the Refolu- 
'tion, {he had before taken, of bcirg betrer 1n- 
form'd, in a Point of ſuch conſequence; allcnred 
to by her own, as well as the Roman Catholic 
Church; tho hitherto ihe had believ'd -the con- 
trary. She receiv d him with no lets civility In 


this, than in the former Vilit; which gave Mrs. 
C loan 
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Tean Kinafon, a Relation, and particular fiiend of 
ry Lady's, an occ:tion to fear, that this good 
Father (v hom ſhe knew from my Lady to bea 
Pricſt) had in thoſe two Viſns wrought vey 
much upon her 'udgment, in order to perſwade 
her to his Opinions, {hz havirg been preſent ar 
them both, and {ccn with % hat civility wy Lady 
Treated him. Whereupon, ſhe diſcover'd thelc 
her Sentiments ro my Lady, who afſſui' her; 
That she had the ſame belief as evcr, of the Truth «f 
her own Religion ; and that her compliance with him, 
was purely out of civiliry, which she could net but sh1w 
him, whilſt he expreſyd bis, by his kind Viſits, and the 
Zeal he evidenced in them, fir ur Eterral Happineſs. 
Burt wy Ladys Anſwer, gave the Young Gentlc- 
woman no ſatisfaction ; and therefore, ſhe never 


left importuning her, till ſhe had promis'd to | 


accompany her to a Proteſtant Door, 'who ( as 
The told my Lady ) weuld convince her of the Flſity 


cf all, that this Prieſt bad teld her. My Lady , the 


more willirgiy condeſcended ro her importunitics, 
becauſe: ſhe look d upon it, as an occaſion thar 
 Frovidence had given her, of being better ſaris- 
fied, concernivg the Real Preſence, which ſhe 
ſtill doubred of ; yet comply'd with her UPON 
- condition, that the DoQor ſhould net know who 
- the was; thar ſhe might with the more Liberty 
+ #0 her doubrs ro him; reſolving, fince ſhe 

1d this opportunity given her, to try what An- 

Iwer the Dottor would make to thoſe Catholic 
Tenets , which Father Hanmer had explicated : 
That ſrnce (as he ſaid ) there was but ane Religion, in 
which 
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which one could be ſav'd, she might be the better able to 
diſtinguish, which of the two it was ,. her own, or his. 


Mrs. Kinaſton accepted the condition, and brought 


her to Dr. Buck, Chaplin in Ordinary to King 
Charles the Seco nd; Telling him, This friendof bers, 
who had no mind to br knon'n, came to him 1 be Lilies 
the Doctor attcr a 
civil welcome, defir'd my Lady ro propoſe her 
dithculties. I {hall- ſer down the Conference in 
her own words, w hich (he gave Sir I:hn in Wri- 
ting. before he went for his own ſutisfation, to 
diſcourſe with the fame Door abour the { Gine 
Subject, which Writing contains a waned of 
Fg whole Diſcourſe. 
* Being fiſt acquainted with the end of our 
-** coming, the Doctor dcfir'd me to propoſe my 
« difticulties; I asked him, 
<« ſtant Opinion concerning the Sacrament 2 He 
*rold me, that the Body ot our Savivur was really 
«there; ad that it was Eaten by us, with our 
« Tecth., 1 askcd him abour Praying to Saints? 
« He told me, ?twas a thivg indifferent. 
* © bin abour Purgatory ? He ſaid, it was an Opt- 
© nion grounded upon reaſon, and that he was not 
* much againſt it. Iasked hea about Contctlion ? 
© Hexold me *rwas a neccffary, , and uſctul thing, 
**and that ir was ever practis'd in the Proteſtant 


* Church, and that he himſelf had reccivd Con-_ 


«Fc(lions, all along the troubleſome Times. I 
<« 25ked "0 about Mceric? He told me 'twas as 
«the Roman Catholic Church had Dcefin'd it; 
*Þur that Proteſtants durſt not uſe the word, 


C 2 « for 


whar.was the Prote- 


] asked : 
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« for fear of offendivg the Common People, 
«rh$ their meaning in thar Point was the faie 
«with the Catholics. He rold me, he greed 
«tg all that the Catholic Councils had Decreed, 
« and that what they had not determin'd , he 
« medled not with. He offer'd ro bring me 
© to the Arch-biſhop of Cantwrbury Dr. Sheldon, 
«to beafſfuir'd, that this was not his own Opinion 
&« or particular Belief, but that the whole Prot-- 
& ſtant Church believ'd the ſame. He ſaid ther: 
«was no difference between the Church of Rome 
«and Chuich of England, but what might eafily 
« be Reconcil'd, and that there was no Diſpute 
« bout Fundamental Points of Faith. Afhr- 
&© ming, that he had lately Diſcours'd with his Grace 
* the Arch-biſhop of Canturbury about theſe Points, 
«with the fame freedom, he had donewith me; 
*and that the Biſhop told him, Dcitor 1 am ef 
** your Opinion. | 
My Lady was ſurpriz'd to hear theſe Opinions 
ſo frequently Rail'd at, by thoſe of her own 
-Church, now in a manner oun'd by a Do@or of 
the ſame; and as Dr. Puck affirm'd, even by the 
Primat of it, the Arch-biſhop of Canturbury him- 
ſelf. And afterwards declar'd, That this Diſcourſe 
of bis wrought more upon her, than all she could have 
heard from Cathclics cculd ever have done; and was abcve 
meaſure noubl'd to ſee ber ſelf ſo ignorant at that ave, 
7m Points of Religion, of ſo great momant ; and to find 
her ſelf ſo unſal'd in hr Faith, as to doubt whether hcr 
own, or the Reman Catholic Religion, were the beſt. 
Mrs. K*raſtcn eaſily percety'd my Lady's perplexity, 


an 


[ 
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and was no leſs troubl'd- herlelf; which ſhe could 
not refrain from expreſſing, by thele following 
words. Madim, you were the occaſion, that 1 heard 
a Prieſt, and I am ſo unfortunate, as to haye br.u9ht 
ou to Diſcourſe with a lefait, meaning the Door, 
who notwithſtanding liv'd and dy'd a Profelled 
Proteſtant of rhe Church of England. 

This trouble and difquier my Lady found in 
her mind after this Diſcourſe , forc'd her to fend 
to Father Hanmer , to b:g of him the favor 
of a Third Vitit , which hes moſt readily 
granted ; and when he came, ſhe rold him wha - 
* had paſy'd, and the eff-&s of the Conference with 
Dr. Buck; Viz. rs, her Belief, of which was the 
True Religion, was wavtrins , and unſctld; and that she 
ws ſo reſtleſs and diſquicted therey, that she fear d 
whether or no she was of any R-ligion at all ; and that 
if she dy'd in this doubting condition, she knew not what 
would b:come of hr. And with all told -him, That 
She was tinmediatly going out of Town , and by that 
means should not have the opportunity of confering with 
bim any more, about a matter of ſo ercat Importance 4s 
this was, upon which her Eternal Happin:ſ5 depented ; 
wherefore, she beg'd off him to continue his kindneſs fot 
ber, he had hitherto ſo much expreſt bath by his 
words and ations, in ſending ſome friend of his to 
her Houſe at Parham, whether «he was going the next 
Day; to whom she might propoſe her difficulties, and 
by bis aſſiſtance regain that repoſe of mind she poſſe/t be= 
fore this accident h.tppen'd, The Father pronis'd ro 
lend one to her, And defir d her , not to diſturb her 


* felf in the meantime; told ber th.u God had occaſion'd this 
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Tempeſt in, her Soul for her adyantage , who in a short 
time would Calm the Storm be had rais'd , if She had 
recourſe to him with « filial and unshaken confidence ; 
and that his VViſdem would help and dire her wavering 
qulament in:o the right way; but defir d her alſo to take 
great Care leſt Paſſion or Intereſt should interpoſe , and 
hinder, or divert his Diyine Operations in her Soul. 

A fortnight after her retwn to Parham , Farber 
Hanmer tail'd not to perform his promile ; and {cnT 
one Father Tohn Travers of the Scciery of Ieſies, wit 
a Letter to my Lady, to ſignifte, That the bearct 
' of it was ſuch a friend of his, as she had defir'd him t- 
ſend to her; who would give her all the ſatisfaition she 
_ ceuld poſſibly wich for, She recciv'd him, as Sir 
John did alſo, with all reſpe&t and Kindneſs ima- 
'nable; tho Sir Ion was all this while Ignorant 
of whar had paſs'd at London, but had taken notice 
and' was much troubl'd to fee my Lady was more 
Melancholy fince her return homethan ordinary, 
which he ſuppos'd proceeded from leaving her 
Father, whom ſhe as paſſionatly lov'd, as he did 
her; and-only knew that this Gentleman was 2 
friend and acquaintance of her Uuckle Harm, 
who be Knew had Viſited her ſeveral times whilſt 
ſhe was in London. 

My Lady had ſeveral Diſcourſes with Father 
Travers, in which he gave her fo evident an aſlu- 
rancc of the Truth of the Roman Catholic KReli- 
gion, thar [he reloly'd, forthwith ro embrace it ; 

all 'obn with her deſires. Where- 
fore one Night, they being alone together , the 


> told 
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rold him, she had a reque$} to bes of him, which for 


the Paſsion of our Savior she defir d him not to deny ber ; 


he was fſurpriz'd art {uch an earncſt and unulal 
Perticion , and rold her, he wontder'd she should by fo 


earneft a Solicitation expr.ſs a fear of his refuſal, who 


had never yet deny'd her any thins sh2s hal askt ; and 
therctore, she needed nat with that earne/t1eſy dem.mft 
any thins that was in his Pow: to 2rant, fance She could 
not but know, it w.s as great 4 ſatisfaction to him to 
grant her reque$t, as it could be ro her to obtain what 
She ackt. Upon tiis, she defir'd him to give her leave 
to ſave her Soul; he told her, Toat he was now more 
ſtruc at the requeſt it ſelf, than before at the manner of 
asking it; becauſe $'e could nat think he would deny ber 
leave to ſave her Sul, it being as dear to him, as his 
own. He could not yet conceive the dritt or reatfon 
of this demand. Intine, {h- rold him, That she 
beg'd his leave to Reconcile her ſelf to the Roman Catholis 
Church, without which sh2 was convincd she could neyer 
be ſav'd. Adding, That tho sbe knew his Con.leſcention 
ro her Requeſt would be a prejudice to him, bath in his 
Eſtate, and Reputation ; yet $he could not but believe , 
that the Love she hal ever exyeriencd from him, and 
the neceſvity of 4 grant of what $she d-"r'4, in ord.r to 
her obtaining H:ayen, would mov? him to Sacrifice both, 
for the Salvation of hcr Soul. Sir lobu Knowing her 
Z-al for the Proteſtant R-ligion, and how far {he 
was from ficklenefs, or unconſtincy, in any thing ; 
eſpecially in Religion . Could not conceive 
' what ſhould bz rhe cauſe of fo earneſt and. un- 
 expetted a Requeſt. Therefore , He deftr'd ht to 
tell bim how she caine now to make this Petition after 
C4 ſach 
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ſuch an ea neſt manner as She had done, Hereupon, 
ſhe rold him all that had paſt ar ' Londen, both 
between herſelf and Father Hanmer ;- and allo be- 
tween her and Dr. Buck; .at v hich/he was no lets 
ſ.rpriz'd than ſhe had been” before; * never having 
belicy'd, that ro b= the Proteſtant Faith, which Dr. 
Buck declar'd, to be 1o;*{hc told him allo, That 
this Gentleman whom her Vackle Hanmer bad ſcnt ,/ 
bad given her ſuch a clear knowl-doe © of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Faith, and ſuch convincing Reaſuns of the Truth 
of it, that she no longer doubted there was any other way 
to Salvation, than by making her ſelf a Member of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Sir John gefir'd her not to 
be too 1ash in her. Reſolutions; telling her, That cften- 
tzmes a too precepitous Zeal, is apt to out-run reaſun and 
diſcretion, and make Reſolutions otherways good, to become 
 Abortive; that 100 great heat is an hinderance from bring- 
ing any thing to perfeftion 3 and then added , How 
uncomfortable a thing it would be for them , to be of dif= 
ferem Religions ; that he bad a Soul to ſave as well as 
She, and that no Temporal Intereſt, or loſs of Reputation, 
Should binder him from doing, what was neceſſary to ch- 
tain Salvation: That he was troubled no le; than ber ſelf 
was, upon what she had related, and afſur d ber that he 
would not reſt ſatisfied , till he was throughly convince d, 
which of the two Religions was the trueft ; and that perhaps 
afier a diligent enqurry, he might be of the ſame mind with 
her, and that twould be meſt comfortable to both, to em- 
brace the {ame Religion together. But he beliey'd this 
Gentl-man weuld nor be able to anſwer ſuch diffcultics, as 
he weuld Propoſe to him concerning the Roman Catholic 
Faith , which if be conld not , «be would then have 
little 
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little reaſon to acquieſce in thoſe Arguments he had given 


her for it : And laſtly, Deſir'd her for ..ns time at 


leaſt to defer, fer bu ſake the channe of her Rcligion ; 


however, if she thought theſe his Reaſons inſa ficient ro 
move her to do what he defir d, he left her intirly to her 
liberty, to do what she thourht bect. Hereupon, ihe 
relolv'd to pur off her Reconciliation, rill another 
time. | 

The next Morning Sir 1 not doubting bur 
that the dithculties he had ro propoſe were un- 
anfwerablez accoſts rhe Gemleman', who hand- 
ſomly Eluded all Queſtions, that might occation 
a Ditpute in Religion. Which Sir 19hn percci- 
ving told him, .That he wonder d he shew'd not the 
ſame Z2al for his Soul , that he had expreſs d fcr his 
Vrives, and did not give him the ſame ſuisfattion in his 
doubts, that he found he had given her in hers. The 
Gentleman perceiving that my Lady had inform'd 


_ Sir John of all that had paſt, deftr'd him to propoſe 


hy difficulties ; which he had no ſooner done, bur 
the Gentleman ſo eafily and clearly anſiver'd them, 
that Sir Tohn was aſtoniſh'd , and had nothing to 
reply to his Anſwers, thcy bcing fo clear and 
convincing. Amongſt other things Sir John asK- 
ing him, what rational grounds there could be for 4 Bee 
lief of Purgatory? Hereupon, he ſolidly cx»licated 


them, ſh-wing the difference berween the guilr 


of Puniſhmenr, and ouilr of Offence, by the 
Example of David. who after the Pardon of his 
Tranſgreſſion, had the Puniſhnent of it inflicted 
upon him, by the Death of his Child ; and fo 
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neſs and mercy, that would not permit him to 
Damn a Soul for one ſinall Offence, no more 
than his Juſtice would ſuff-r any thing that was 
dch!'d ro enter inro Heaven ; and therefore, 
requir'd either a Voluntary Pennance or Mortii- 
cation to be undergone tn this Life , or an 1n- 
voluntary Puniſhment to be ſuffer'd in the next, 
to purific ſuch a Soul; and thereby render ir fic 
for Heaven; and all clearly Explicat:d thz dit- 
ference between a Voluntary ſatisfaction made 
for Sin in this Life, and a neceſlary undergoing 
the Puniſhment infli&ted for it in the next; and 
how much more acceptable the one muſt needs 
be to God, than the other; and thar therefore a 


{mall Pennance perform'd in this World, was 


able to ſatisfie more, than many Years great ſut- 
ferings could 45 in the next 2 The one -being 
freely and willingly undertaken, the other ſuffter'd 

by force. ; ; 
Sir Iohn at the en41 of this Diſcourſe found 
himſelf ſo ſenſtbly rouchr by ir, that he could nor 
refrain from telling him, That were he convinc d, 
there was 4 Purgatory ( as he Should be, were he once 4 
Roman Catholic ) he would uſe the beſt mens he could 
70 avoid it ; and be thowurht nome better than to betake 
himſclfto a R-ligious courſe of Life ; the Ryman Catholic 
Church aff-rding this means of avoiding it, having many 
Religious Houſes ; whether ſuch as percciv'd the great 
Aanger the VVorld exyos'd to, and the liule ſutisfation it 
gave , might retire themſelyzs, as to a ſecure Harbor ; 
which happineſs his own Relizion wanted. The 
Gentleman as at fir he had been backward in 
_ eng1ging 
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engaging in any Diſcourſe concerning Religion, 
now teem'd very active in diſcouraging Sir lohy 
from ſuch an undertaking ; telling him , That this 
was not necſſary to Salvation. as the becoming a Roman 
Catholic was , and that Marriage was 4 State oy ie plea- 
ſing to, and ordaind Ly Almighty God, and that he could 
not enter upon ſuch a courſe of Life unleſs his Lady did 
fo two, and therefore he ouzht to lay aſide theſe 
Thoughts, and fot up.n n-hat was of greater moment, Viz. 
The diſpoſing hin:ſilf to become Member of the Rom.m Ca- 
hulic Church, out of which there was no Salvation: ind 
living aſide all Intereſt or Prejudice which his Elucation,and 
long Prattice of the Religion he profeſ3'd, had given bim ; 
he shculd earneſtly beg of God to chew him the ſucure 
way to Salyation, with a confidence that God would hear 
his Prayers, if ſlight ing the principles of Intereft, and 
the force of Education, be ſencerely gave Ear 10 Reaſon, 
and ſuch Divine Truths , 4s God interiourly showld 
inſpire. Sir ohn told him, he would follow his 
advice , but it being a buſincſ3 of ſo great weieht , he 
would firſt conſult others of his own Religion; who pro- 
bably might be able to return ſome ſaisfuttory A rſwer. 
ro the doubt he had rais'd of the Truth of the Proteſt nt 
Religion, altho himſclf could nt ; and for this end be 
beo'd of him, to give him briefly in VVriting, the Points 
of Religion, in which the Catholics differ d, from that he 
profeſy'd; and the principal Arguments upon which they 
grounded this difference. 
That which Sir Iohn acknowledg'd himſelf moſt 
ſurpriz'd at, was that he found che chief things 
objected againſt Roman Catholics, and which he 


thought impoſſible for the other to Anſyer. were 
e:ther 
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either falſe, or falſly repreſented. As that of 
Idolatry, of Merit, of forgiving Sins before hand, 
or giving leave to Sin, and ſcyeral fuch like 
Tenets laid ro their charge. The Gentleman 

romis'd in a {Nort time, to bring him whar he 
de{11'd, and the very Day he went from Parhin 
Sir lobn reſolv'd to fer upon-what he had advis'd 
him; Viz. by entring into a fcrious Recollection, 
ponder, and thereby diſcover, of how great Im- 
portance it was to be in the right way to Salva- 
tion; and how little ir ſigniftked ro enjoy never 
ſo great happineſs in this ſhort Life, if after it 
one loſt an Eternal felicny , in the next. He 
therefore moſt earneſtly beg'd of Almighty God 
to direct him into that ſecure way, that leads to 
Bliſs, and which himſelf came into this World 
to Chalk out; that by the knowledge of it in 
this Life, he might obtain the Fruits of his in- 
eſtiwable Redemption in the Life ro come. 


Whilſt he proceeded in theſe Pious Exerciſes, it 


pleas'd God Almighty ro bring. into his Mind 


ſome good thoughts he had cntertain'd, nat 


long before, in a very dangerous Sickneſs, Viz. 
of the uncertainty he was then in, of his future 
happineſs, and what horror he felt from thence ; 
what deſires and reſolutions he then conceiv'd in 
his Soul , of living a more Virtuous Life ; if 
God ſhould vouchlafe ro prolong it. A Dream 
alſo, which carried his conſideration ſtill further, 
came freſh into his Memory, which-he had had 
not long before, of his being ready to receive 
the Sentence of Etcrnal Damnation , before the 

| | Grand 
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Grand Tribunal; and how much he then wiſhr, 
that he might return again to the World, to 
make fatisfa&tion by anew Life, for his paſt Ot- 
fences., Alſo, how inſignificant all the pleaſures 
and (atisfactions of this World then appear'd, 
and how willingly he would have Sacrific'd them 
all, ro have freed himſelf from the Eternal Mi- 
ſery, in which he even ſrem'd already to be 1n- 
volv'd. 

Theſe thoughts were ſo lively repreſented unto 
him, and were fo urgent and weighty , that they 
mov'd him no leſs now, than they had done be- 
fore, gave him a quicker and ſharper ſenſe of 
the danger of his preſent condition, and caus'd 
him to make an intire Oblation of himſelt ro 
Almighty God; begging of him by his Sacrcd Pal- 
ſion, to Pardon his paſt Sins, and to teach him 
hereafter how to Love and Pleaſe him. Another 
thing aiſo came under his deliberation, which 
had been to him a frequent occation of great 
rrouble; Viz. The fear and apprehenſion left his 
Lady ſhould die before him : Which he coutd 
never think of, without a more than an ordinary 
ſorrow ; judging, it would be impoſlible for him 
to ſurvive fo great and ſenſible a loſs. In this 
perplexity, the ſame thought which repreſented. 
itſelf, whilſt Father Travers explicated the Doctrin 
of Purgatory , return'd with ſo mnch violence, 
yet was accompanied with ſo comfortable a {ireet- 
neſs ; that it ſeem'd to diſſipate all his former 
doubts and troubles. : A Religious Life offering | 


make 
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make Death and Judgment ( the moſt terrible of 
all things) comfortable and pleaſant ; and thir 


nothing could ſo much ditpoic him tor ſuch a 
neceflary ſeparation, as Death would one Day 
make, between him and his Lady; as a Voluntary 
jeparatirg bcfore hand, tor the Love of God. 
Sir John. was carricd away fo violently with 
theſe thoughts, that they gave him no liberty ar 
all ro refl.&t upon the change of his Religion; 
tho lo neccilary a Qualihcation for that Stare of 
Litc, he was fo forceably mov'd ro embrace ; nor 
could he be ſatisfied, till he had ditcover d them 
to his Lady; whom it he found, not to have the 
like inclinations now, which he knew ſhe had 
before her Marriage, 'rwould be in vain for hin 
any longer , to cntertain any ſuch thoughts. 
Therefore, he opens his Mind to her, in orderto 
a Religious State ; who receiv'd this irtimation 
with a Floed of Tears, ſeeing her thus mov'd at 
this propoſal, He beg'd of bir fir the Love of God, 
rot to trcuble her ſelf f.rther, about n hat he had pre= 
fos'd; for unleſs 5he nc cf the ſame Mind, be neither 
could, nor would harbor theſe thcughts any longcr. 
She on the other ſide afſur'd him, That her Tears 
zwere not Tears of ſcrrow, as he opprehended them , but 
of joy, ard that the ſame value she had befcre Marriace 


for a Religious State, was not at all leſſen'd by it, and 


that she ſtill eſteemd a Munaſtical L'fe the happicſt 
in this VVerld ; but cndeav:r'd to put ſuch thoughts as 
mech out of her Mind, as she was able; becauſe she had 
ſettled her ſclf in a Conditicn ſo oppeſite to tha' meſt happy 
Calling : And that sbe durſt nevcr fignifie her Mind to 
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him in this matter, fearing he might take it as unkindly, 
as she imagin'd, he thought, she had taken hu propoſal. 
She added, That she thought no Courſe of Liſe could be 
1ruly happy, in which the Diſpenſations of Gods Providence 
were not equally acceptable. She told him allo, That 
as zhe was cenjfident she should not, ſo she feard he 
wenld net enjoy a long Life ; and that this was not her 
Cpinion alone, but alſo her Fathers, who fer that rcaſon 
was concern'd, that he ſo leng. defer d the ſittlement of 
hu Eſtate; acuording to the Anicles agreed upon at their 


Marriage. 


Sir John was ſtart''d, that others ſhould take 
notice of what he fo little thought 0n 5 and 
which he had more reaſon to apprehend , then 
they ; and eftecm'd this as a timely admonition 
trom Heaven, to make a Spiritual Provifion for 
Eternity. A ſ{cttlement far more worth thinking 
on, and of greater moment, thanany this World 
could afford. But my Lady went op arguing as 
Father Traycrs before had done, © That aReligious 
* Lite they aim'd at, as happy as it was, requir'd 
*\uch a Diſpoſition as neither of them yer had; 


Viz. The bcing Members of the Roman Catao- 


*lic Church, none but that affording the happt- 
*neſs of ſuch a Retirement : And therefore, 
*that they ought firſt to ſatisfie themfelves, and 
* embrace this, before they could partake of the 
* other he had propos'd. 

This Diſcourſe being ended, Sir Ichs retir'd 


himſelf again ro his Cluſer, where he was feiz'd 


with fo great trouble and anxicty, occaltion*d by 


the uncertainty he fcit, whether he was 1n the 
; rue 
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true way to Salvation or no; that made him rcſt- 


leis : Which diſquict of Mind was the principal 
occaſion of ripening his Converftion ; and 


for the fcar of what irreparable conſequences 


might follow; if he were not in the true w ay, 

ra.c him no time of reſpite or breathing : And 
amicſt thele perplexities, he began ro Model and 
corfſider with himſelf how to make a ſerious and 
hſtirg proviſion againſt fo great an evil, Fin- 
dirg no help trem any diverfion, hc rook to «cc 


his Tronbld Mind, thivk:rg the time lorg, tho . 


but Ten Days 1 fince Father Travers departure; re- 
folv'd ro go himſelf purpcſly ro him to get on 
Paper he had promis'd him, from which he ho 

to receive ſome comtort and farisfadtion ; &$ 
-fourd him in a readineſs to begin his Journy for 
Parham; with the Summary or Treatiſe, he had 
promis'd of the Catholic Dodrin. He bcg'd 


of him not to charge his kind defign , bur to 


_ accompany him back to Parham , which requeſt 


he condeiccnrded to. w here reading the 
Articles over to Sir John his Lady and Siſter, the 
two Jaſt were throughly and «cf. ctually convinced, 
and reſolv'd to tike the opportunity of ker 
Traycrs preſcnce, to Reconcile then:ſclves betore 
his departure, wa thereby become Members of 
the Roman Catholic Church s: Which they did 
upon the Eve of St. Ich Bapriſts, and Receiv'd 
the Holy Sacrament the next Day. Bur Sir 1ol;;2 
refolv'd to hear what thoſe of his Church would 
ſay to the Reaſons ſct down in the forcſaid Trearile, 
"Pore he would make avy- change of Religion. 
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A Relation of Sir John Warners Converſion, 
and how both he and his Lady, reſolve to 
enter upon a Religions cenrſe of Life. ' 


' I Muſt here beg leave of the Reader, to accept 
of a ſhort Relation of Sir Johns Convertion, 
together with ſome Motives, which conduced not 
a little to his chavge of Religon ; becauſe 'ru ill 
' no leſs inform him, how my Lady by that_ 
means was ſ{ct at Liberty, ro cmbrace a Religious 
State of Life ; than diſabuſe ſome perſons, u ho 
by miſtake, thought ſuch a ſeparation impeſlible, 
conſidering their ample Fortune in the World; 
unleſs ſome diſpuſt or diſfatisfattion had inter- 
ven'd, on the one fide or the other; and by this. 
ſhort Narrative, the Rich goodneſs of Almighty 
God's over-ruling Providence, in drawing Souls | 
4 to his Service, will allo evidently appear. 
_ _ Sir Iobn, tho he could not refute thoſe Reaſons 
Father Travers had fer Coun; yer thought it pru- 
denge to ſuſpend his judgment , and ſubmiſſion | 
to a change of Rcligion , till he found 
whether others of his own, could ſolve thoſe 
Queries, he had heard Read, Wherefore, he 
obrains leave of Father Travers, to ſhow this 
Treatiſe, to ſome Learned Men-of the Frotcitane 
| — D nn 
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Church; and for this end, relolvd to make a 


-  Journy on purpoſe:to Londen z and prevail'd with the 


Father to meet him there; that they might be able 
to confer about the Objections that others ſhould 
make, to what he had fer down in his Treatiſe. 
Sir Iokn being in London, fiſt of all apply'd him- 
{lf ro Dr. Buck; with v hom {(th$6 he had been 
Chaplain to his Gran-tather, and had Baprtiz'd 
Sir JoFn;) he had. no Perſonal acquaintance ; but 
found him ſo Civil, as freely to Diſcourſe with 
hm, without asking him who he was. The 
DP: &or Read over the whole Treatiſe with Sir 
Jehn. and made no Objection , either againſt the 
Real Prelence , Prayer ro Saints, Purgatory , 


Contcflion, or Satisfaftion for Sins, Bur when 


he can:e to thar Point ; that thcre was no true 


Ordinaticn, or Pricſt-hood in the Protc ſtant 


Church; (tor a proot whereof, was alleadg'd, 
whit, Lr. Thomdike in his VVeights and Meaſures 
wiſhr; © That fince there was a great doubr inlo 
*Eilential a Point, they would ſubmit to a Re- 
*ordinaiion by the Suftraz an Biſhops of Rome) 


the D«c tor was ſo mov'd, that he declard, 


the Arthor of that Pamphlet deſcry'd a ſevere Punishment. 


And when Sir Iohn endeavor'd to pacific the 
- Doctor, rellirg him, + His Citation was out of a 
<EProreft.pnt Author, and therefore, unleſs falle 


*vas nor ſo much to be blam'd; yer the Doctor 
could not be periwaded to Read any further ; 
which when S'r John percciv'd , he defir'd the 
Pc tor, That le uct'd vinghſufe at leaft to inferm 
him, ſince theie as & c0ubt in the Proteſtam. Church, 
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of 4 Point of ſo great conſequence, as that of True Ordi= 
mation was: VVhether there could be any d.nger of his 


Salvation, if for this reaſon ; as*well as for the advan- 
rage of Religious Houſes, which the Proteſtant Church 
wanted, ( finding himſelf moſt partical.aly mov'd t0 4 


Religious State of Life,) be Should quit the Prote/iant 


Religion, he was Bred up in, to become a Meinb i of 
the Roman Catholic Church ? T he Do@or here cx- 


preſt his concern, that there wanted fuch a con-. 
. veniency in the Proteſtant Religion, which the 


Roman Catholic had, but would not own a want 
of Ordination ; bur ftill invey'd againſt the Auth 3r 
of that Aſſertion, and earncſtly perfiraded Sir 
John, ro continue in the Church he was in, which 
was very good, and had in it all things nece'lary 
to Salvation ; aſſuring him, *« That in a (hore 


*rime they would both be United. The chief 
* difference betwixt them, conliſting in the Popes | 


« Ulurping a Power , beyond whar Chriſt had 
* given him : Their Church allowing him to be 
*the Firſt, "bur not Supreme Biſhop ; which 
* Queſtion, he.belicy'd would ſoon be decided, by 
©a Condeſcention on both fides. 

Sir Tohn was not ſatisfied with this Anfirer, but 


Fey i go to the Arch-biſhop of Canturbury 


Dr. Sheldon, he being the Primar of the Prote- 

ftant Church; whom Dr. Buck had alſo cired, ro 

be of his Opinion. And that he might not be 

too a5 Bos Tag to his Grace, he reduc'd what 

he intended ro propoſe ro him , to. T hree 
cries. 
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The Firſt, PV hether there were a Church Eftablis)/d 
by Clift, out of which there was no Salvation ? 

| Th« Second. VVherhcr the Roman Catholic Church 
mere a Minber of this? 

The Third. I'Vhether there was Salpation in 
the Ronan Catholic Char! ? 

W hen Su Ichn came to Lambeth, and asKed to 
ſpeak with my Lord, he would not give him 
Audience, before he ſent in his Name , which 
he barely gave, concealing his Quality. To the 
f1ſt cf his C uelitions my Lord Anſwer'd-4frmiivily; 
to the ſecond, he ſaid it was 4 cermpred Member; 
whereupen Sir Iohn asked him, if it Err d in any 
Fundamental Point? Re Anſwer'd, it did not, for then 
it nould be no Church; hence out of the premiles 
pg by my Lord, Sir Jum drew. this Conclu- 

on, in Anſwer to his Third Query ; telling my 
Lord, That then it cwidcnily flllow'd,, there was Sal- 
patign in the Reman Catholic Church. Burt my Lord 
told him, . That for thoſe who wore Born, and Bred up 
in the Reman Catholic Religion, there might be Salvation ; 
but for him n ho ews'"d himſclf to be Educated a Prote- 
ficm, it nas very duubrjul ; it being very dangerow to 
leaxe apure Church, to enter into ene defil d with Ernys. 
To which when Sir 1:þn out of his own words 
reply'd, That they net crring in Fundamental Points, he 
hunbly conceiv'd it could 10t be ſodangerows, 4s bis Gr. & 
Aſſerted, to embrace the Reman Cathilic Religion 5 ny 


' Lord reply'd, That he n.4s not ſo urpetent a Tudge 


cf this: as himſclf ; ard therefore was 1o- 1cly upon his 


Opinien, rathcy than bu own. © Sift John humbly ſub-. 


mitted his Judgment to my Lords in this Pont; 
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but having underſtood fron Dr. Buck, the eſteem 
my Lord bad for a Religivus State; trom an ex- 
preſſizn, the Door cold him; bis Grice Bd 
one Day ler fall, as he was puting on mis 
Canonical Ryhes in the Lobby, ro g15 into che 
Par'ament-Ho !{e: (Viz How hippy it woald be, 
did their Chu*ch ffo1d ſuch 4 conyeniency, as the Charch. 
of Rome di1; that Brathren mig'n dwell torether in 
Vni'y ; and wh. a comfort their Converl. tions world be, 
zo each other) retolv'd to proypt- the 'a n= Q1- i= 
on to him, he h1il ro Dr. Bruck, whic VEE e him 
occation of Relating this pai concerning my 
Lord ; to wit, whether the embracing 4 R-!inions 
Shate, might not be a ſufficient VV.:rrant and Motivs, for a 
Prozeſt.,nt to become a Catholic? Thc Biih 5p intt-ad 
of Antwering the Queſtion, asked Str lo9n whos 
th:r or no he were Marriel? Wi) telling him bh! ws; 
the B [hop repiy 'd, Thu (ſuch a Privofirioa as bh: had 
made, was in vain , becauſe the State he w-:s in, render d 
the oth-r incompatible. Sir 19hu toid him, he hambiy 
conceiv'd, that a mutual conſcrt, gave the ſce Privi- 
ledze to onlbace that State, as a finale Life dil, My 
Lord - agzin asked him, If he had ay Children? 
he rold him Yes; wh-r-up)1 my Lord tid, 
Teu are then oblig'd in Conftience to [vr them Elucated. 
Sir John. reply + That br leavins them to a i177 friend, 
with ſecurity of a ſuff-cient M vntenance ," he thought he 
better ſatisfied his obligation of t%eir Elucation , thn by 
Educating them hi.nſelf, with hazard of his own Salvation. 
Here my Lord was incerrupted by a Youtt 
of about Ten Y-ars of Ag22, his Relation, who 


' was going tg Feftminſter- School, with whom my 


3 Lord 
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Lord entertain'd himſ-If (6 conſiderable a time , 
in asKing hin, Vſ/hat Books he leamt ? How this 
and the Ther of hu Friends did ?* And ſuch like 
Queſtions ; as gave Sir John, who far by, juſt 
Realon to Wink: thar the danger of becoming 
Carholic, was not lo great as my Lord affirm'd ; 
 otherivite he would have thought his time iner 
ſpent 1 in larisfying | 1'm, in a butnels of {5 great 
conl.quence , than in converling with the other, 
about matters of 1-is mo nent. | 
My Lord, either un villing to give himſclt 
farther wrduble, or b-lieving. it might dilgult Sir 
John, to (ce him trifle away his time thus . with 
this Youth, inſtead of endeavoring to clear his 
doubts; ahl perhaps willing enough to break of 
the Diſolh for fear he mighr fn be able to 
give hin intire ſatisfaction; told him, That ſince 
his weighty aff.tirs allow'd him not, ſo much time, as 
the anſwering his doubts requir d; he would recommend 
him to one, who should make it his buſineſs to. do it ; 
and therefore called one of his G«<ntlemen and 
Commanded him, 40 go along with Sir John to 
Dr. Dolbin (then Dean of Weſt: minſter, and aftcr- 
wards Bishop of Rocheſter, and laſt of all of York) 
and in bis N.:me deſire tbe Dean, to render him what 
ſervice was in hu Power. in the. buſineſi he came about. 
As Sir Iohn was going out of his Pallace , he 
met | Dr. Sancroft ( now Arch-biſhop of Canturbury) 
a Nerghbour and acquaintance of his, entring 1n ; 
who offcr'd him his ſervice , and robably "mY 
wards inform'd the Riſhoy of his Quality : For- 
ne Wenger tide, Ar Joby mecting Dr, Dolbin juit 
; | landed 
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handed at Lambeth S:tirs, defir' 4 my Lords Gentle= 
man to fay nothing to hing 51 return back, and 
follow the DoXor t» my Lord s Win he 
found much more civil a14 ovliginz than b:f ore ; 
who after he hid ralk'4 near a Quarter of an 
hour with the D»& vr, they borch cane ty Sir 
lohs, and my Lord allir'd hin, that h+ hid 
chroughly inform'd the Dudtor of his dith-ulcies, 
and that he was ready when ever he plcas'd, ro 
give him farisfaction in them; which th- Door 
alſo attirm'd, and at Sir Ih4's requeſt, pronisd 
to exp.Ct him at his Houſe the next Morning, 
for thar end. : 
Sir Iohn went according to his appointment, 
and was imm<diarly introduc'd into his Cloſer 
where Sir Iohn perceiving, both. by th D »ors 
endeavors, to prevent his: propoling his dou»; 
as well, as by anſwering thoſe he had propos'dro 
my Lord, much after the fame manner as his 
Grace had done, that h: was not lik- to hive 
the fatisfaftion he exp<t:d ; made fey or no 
Objections to whar-he fail ; thinking ic better 
to go away quietly, as in appearance fatish-d 
rhan otherwiſe give occaſion of di{luistiti5n, b5ek 
to the Arch-biſhop andthe DoG vr; and cheredy 
cauſe them to divalg:, what few Knew of; £2 wit, 
the diſquiet and uncafine(s h- found in the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. Nor was the Doctor much 
bent abour asking his doubts, bur to9Xx occaft2n to 
ask mauy curious Queſtions; and among{t others, 
VPhat his Lidies Nane was? Which whe 1 he un- 
derſtood, he farther enquir'd, V/hat Relation she 
D 4 29.46 
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was to Sir John Hanmer, &« particular acquaintance 
of bis? And beipg intorm'd ihe was his Siltcr , 
made greater Protcfli>ns and offers of ſervice to 
Sir Iobn than before : For which he return'd die 
thanks, and asked his Advice., whether be judg'd it 
neceſſay that he sbeuld do the like to the Arch-bis:0p 2 
The Doctor told him , be. would do it for him, and 


fienifie to my Lord, that he was the occaſion he did not do 


# bimfelf. The Door ofter'd Sir Iohn a. Book 
ca!l'd che VVhole Duty of Man, which he civilly re- 
fus'd ; telling him, that he bad it already. Where- 
upon the Ductor counlcl'd him, diligently to per- 
aſe that Treatiſe, .and that he would engage Soul for 
Seul, provided he follow'd the- adpice he met with there, 
that he should be as happy both in this VVorld and the 
next, as he could hope to be by his entrin into a Religious 
State. He added allo, as Dr. Buck had done, 
That 'twas a meer Punfilio the Pope ſtood upon, that 
binder'd the Vion of both Churches; which he hop'd to 
live ao fee decided; and aſur d him, that whenever any 
ether difficulties occur'd, he: should find him realy at all 
times to Anſwer them; and to render him what farther 


ſervice. he w4s able. Which Sir lebn humb'y 


thanked him for, and took his leave, reſolving 
now. ro embrace (as the ſecureſt way) that Re- 
ligion, in which both allow'd Salvation; rather 
than remain in one; where the contrary Church, 
Ewhich the Arch-biſhop had own'd ro be a true 
one) deny*'d that any could befaved. 
-;As ſoon as he had made this Reſolution, he 
began ro find tome Interior repoſe, and quiet 1n. 
is Soul ; Which from his firſt fuſpition gs Joubs 
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of the truch of the Religion he Profels'd, was 
continually upon the Rack; eſpecially during the. 
tie he was at London; and it had fo inflycnc'd 
his Health, that he fear'd, by the Indiſpolition 
he found hinſcif in, that ſoine violent Sicknels 
would follow, Woaich in a Letrer he give his 
Lady notice of; at which [H: was ſo concernd, 
as to hiſten imnediatly to Lo9ndn on Horſe-back, 
concluding he might be worſe, than he would ex- 
prels in his Letter, for fear of troubling her. 
Bur Providence order'd this for their mutual fa- 
tistacti 29, thac (H- might be preſent ar his Re- 
. ception into the Roman Cath ylic Church, he 
having appointed the next Morning after her 
arrival, to mcet with Farher Travers tor thatend. 
She thought fo .troubleſome a. Journy well re- 
compenyd, by becoming a Spedtacor of what ſhe 
chicfly wilthd, and Pray'd tor. And when he 
toll her, that ſince his Reſolutions of Re- 
conciling himſelt rothe Roman Catholic Church, 
he began to receive again that quict and repole 
of Mind, he had loſt from the firſt rime he _be- 
gan to doubt of his own Religion : She reply*d, 
© Thar (hz had experienc'd the fame 3 bur that 
©*rwas. nothing in compariſon of the comfartand 
© ſatisfaRion, 1h- enjoy'd after her Recanciliation ; 
* which was acco.npany*d with ſuch an aſſurance, 
© of her being in a ſecure way to Erernal happt- 
*neſs; that ſhou!d Father Treyers Renounce rhe 
Religion, {hc had embrac'd by his Inſtrution 
* and advice ; ( who had been ſo Inſtrumental T3 


*this her Converſion) yet this change in uy 
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<would not moye, or trouble her in th- leſt; 
&r give h-r the leſt doubt or dilcitze:n of whar 
<ſh- now Profeſt. ”— 

Sir Iohn was ReconciPd the Sixth of Iuly 1654. 
and afterwards experienc'd ſuch a Tranſport and 
Security in his Soul, as his Lady had given him 
hopes of; and *cis impotivle for any one ro ima- 
gine, what this is; but thoſe: that have felt it, 
The doing of this was a necefſiry m-ans for Sir 
tobn's ex<cuting his other. D:tign, of leaving 
the World; which the Devil (tince he had no 
ſuccels in hind-ring th- former) refolv'd now to 
try to prevent; foreſceing that a R-ligious State 
would be no lefs beneficial, ro theſe hapdy Pro- 
{elites in their way to- H-ayen, thin whit they 
had already done : And therefore , endeavor'd 
whar he could, to repreſent and magnifie t5 him 
the preſent happineſs, he enjoy'd in the World, 
in ſo incomparable a Wite, fo good an Eſtate, 
and ſo handſome and convenient a Houſe; which 
he had juſt finiſtvd and furniſh'4 ar great ex- 
pences; and as yet had not receiv'd the leaſt futil- 
faction from ir, for the pains he had taken, and 
trouble and charges he had been ar, in building 
it. Alſo, how impoſlivle it would be, ro find 
any comfort or fſatisfation, after the leaving ſo 
good and kind a Conſort, 'the ſeparation from 


whom .he would never b2 able to furvive ; how 


difficult it would' likewiſ: be, ro: oblerve whar 
was neceſſary in rharState he aim'dar, . Perpetual 
Continency, Poverty, and | Obedience, Bur 
God's Grace till aflifted him: with reaſo:15 to 

x Anſwer 


Om. 
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Anſiver theſe Objections. Firſt, That (as Mr. 
Travers took notice at his firſt coming to Parham) 
that tho indeed. he was as happy, as he could 
wiſh to be at preſent, yet what he added, 1f ie 
would laſt always; as it then ſtruck him, ſo now 
the conſideration, how tranſitory this happineſs 
was, helped him to over-come theſe Temprarions; 
to which allo this ſcaſonable conſideration did 
nor a little contribute. Viz. That if he refus'd 
ro follow God's Call, he might thereby provoke 
him, to deprive him of whar he chiefly took a plea- 
ſure in, as a juſt puniſhment for thar Ingratitude, 
and thereby make him as well miſcrable in 
this World, as inthe next; forrefufing to reſtore 
to God, what hefo liberally had beſtow'd upon 
him. | | 
| Theſe thoughts renew:d his good defires, and 
made him again purpoſe to return to God what- 
ever he had piyen, and what he valued above all 
2 his other Bonk: his LADY: To whom he 
# thought he could nat ſhow a greater Mark of 
his Kindneſs; than to forgoe the greateſt com- 
fort and farisfation he had in this World, for 
her greater happineſs and contentment in the 
next. Nor did he think it a ſuthcient compliance 
with God's Call, to leave the World (as the 
2 * Devil would have perſwaded him was enough) 
4 if {he chanced to die firſt; becauſe then the living 
| in it, would have been a trouble ro him, and 
would be nothing elſe bur to Conſecrate. thar ro 
God which he was weary of; and therefore, could 


pot be fo acceptable a Sacrifice, as now it would, 
| | | Bc lus 
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Belides, it was as probable ſhe mightas well our 
hye him, as he her; and then it would be our 
of his Power to ſh:y any Correſpondence. at all 
to Gods Inſpiration. Wherefore , he {cr a new, 


upon bringing about . the delign of embracing a 


Religious State ; and finding his Ladies Inclinations 
intenſly the fame, propov'd ro her (as atryal of 
what they were afterwards to practice ) that for 
the time they {Hhould live together in the World, 
they ſhould live as they muſt do when ſeparared, 
not as Man and Wite, bur as Brother and Siſtcr : 
Tho to avoid giving occaſions of ſuſpition, and 


'Jeſt theſe their reſolutions {ſhould too foon take 


Air ; they would continue to live_ together, as 
to outward appearance, in the ſame manner as 
before. | —- 

Thus they liv'd from the 6th, of 1uly., till the 
27th. of Oftober, and God as a Teſtimony of the 
Truth of their Vocations, took away all the dif- 
ficulry, that is in a ſtrict Obſervance of Conti- 
nency ; even amidſt the continual occations to 


the contrary. Which wonderful effe&ts ſo con- 


firm'd Sir John, that thele defires were from God ; 


that be refol;-d ſpetdily to dilpoſe things for his 


oivg beyond-Sea, by a ſettlement of his Eſtate. 
n Order to which he ſends for his Brother Mr. 
Francis VV arner who was then at London. 

| As foon as his Brother came to Parham, Sir 
Jeky diſcoyer'd his intention to him, th.t bavivg no 
Sons, he defign'd ro make him Heir of his Eſtate, 
paying Portions to. each of his Davghters , and 
that he would make no conditions with him, that 
| might 
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might ſway -him to do, what he himſclf was nor 
convinc'd was for the beſt; bur only defir'd in re- 
quital of this his Kindneſs, that he would do' 
whar he had done himſelf; Viz. Laying aſide both 
Paſſion and Intereſt, examine the Principles of both 
Religions; and upon folid Morives embrace that, 
which be ſhould find the moſt ſecure for his Eter- 
nal happineſs: And dayly beg of God by his 
Sacred Paſſtion, that he would dire him into the 
true way to Salvation, if he were not already in 
it. Mr. Francis VV.urner Kindly promis'd a grarit 
to Sir Jen's requeſt, and for this end accompany'd 
hion to Londen 4 where in purſuit after the Truth, 
being preſent at a Diſpure berween Father Travers 
and Dr. Chanibcline , then Chaplain ro the 
Duke of Cmmond, he: was fo convinc'd of the 
danger of. continuirg in his own Religion, that 
he toon after Reconcil's himſelt ro the Roman 
Catholic Church ; which aQion being maturly 
perform'd, he acknowledg'd ro Sir John his Bro- 
ther, that .he was more oblig'd ro him for the 
manner of giving him the Eſtare ; than for the 
Eftate ir ſelf. For when firſt he diſcover'd his' 
deſign to him, he was fo poſleis'd of the Truth 
of his own Religion, that had he offer'd to give 
it him, - upon conditiun :to abandon the Proteſtant 
Religion, which then he thought the beſt; hewonld 
ſooner have retus'd the Eſtate, than have forſaken 
his Religion ; and conſquently had never enjoy'd 
thar' happineſs, he now experienc'd in his 
Seu; much beyond his Power to expreſs, 

and far-exceeding, any he could hope for in the 
OO EE - enjoyment 
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enjoyment of the Eſtate he had given him, 
. My Lady. VParner in the-mean time, redoubled 
her Devotions, and Manifcſted her 'Zcal, by 
endcavoring to draw as many as ſhe was able of 
her Servants and: Neighbours, (over.whom ſhe 
had a ſuafive power ) to make. themſelves as 
happy by embracing the Roman Catholic Faith, 
as ſhe was; and was the cauſe that '{everal of 
them became Catholics. - Her tervor had fo tran(- 
ported her, that ſhe had even worn oft the skin 
of her Knees by Praying, and might have done 
her (elf a-confiderable prejudice, had not Sir 1oþn 
perſwaded her to put a:ſtop to this her great Zeal 
and fervor. 5363 4 £5 
- Whilſt: Sir;-1obn prepar'd for his going beyond- 
ſea, 'by moking a ſurtlement of his Eſtate ar 
London. She did the like in the Country, by dif- 
poling things an ſuch an order , thar as foon as 
he return'd, he might not/:/be hinder'd' from be- 
ginning his \Journy. She made. an Inventory 
of a}l things'in,-and abour the: Houſe; that no- 
thing mightibe. embez!'d 'by 'Tenants, 'or out of 
the way -viben call'd for by: Mr. © Francis VVamer 
and ſhe had order'd and diſpos'd all things fo 
earcfully, that Sir 1bnathis rerun, found nothing 
wanting for the beginning of his Journy. '' Where- 
fpre, -be with his Lady, Children, and Siſter, 
left' Parham the; 20th.: of oftober ,- and"came to 
* Eondon the 234, where :ſhe':ſtay'd tilb the 27th. 
upon which .day:my Lady. wich Sir tobws Siſter, 
Mrs. Elizabeth VYarner, and his Kinſwoman :Mrs. 
Frances Skelton! his two. Children | Catherine and | 
any + Suſan 
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7 Suſan, aServant, with Mrs. Fayſſet, a Woman who 
3 knew the Low-Countries, and was accuſtomed 
/ . to. conduct beyond-lea, young Gentle-women, 
that went to Monaſtrys, began their Journy ro- 
wards 'Doyer; but my Lady would no longer ad- 
mit of the Title of Madam, and chang'd her 
Name into that of Clare. As ſoon asthey came 
thither, they found the Pacquer- boat ready to go 
off, and immediatly Embarqued themſelves with- 
Out. any ſtay at all at Dover, The reaſon why Sir 
John did not accompany them; was becauſe he 
zudg'd it beſt to ſtay privatly in London , to fee 
what conſ{cquences might follow their departure, 
and to prevent ſuch ill ones as might enſue. 

-.-It was a particular Providence they took the 
firſt opportunity, for no ſooner had they letc 
Lendon, bur Dr. Edward VVamer one of the Kings 
Pbyſtians, and Unckle to Sir Ion, heard of it; 
and procur'd an Order to be ſent to Doyer from 
King and Council, for the ſtoping of Sir John 
and his Lady., This came not to the Mayor's 
Hand, till the Pacquet-boat was put off; ſo that 
all: he could do, was to return Anſwer, that they 
were. gone; believing Mr. Gaſcoin a Gentleman, 
who met them | accidentally at Dover, and went 
{  gver in the ſame Pacquet, to be Sir Iohn; where- 
ſ fore the Mayor ſignified, that he was ſorry the 
Order  eame not time enough for him to ſtop 
then , as otherwiſe he would certainly have 
-2:Dr.' yarn upon the ſuppoſition that! Sir Jobs 


Vith- his. whole Family was gone beyond-lca ; 
xr {5 endeavour'd 
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| endeavout'd to ſecure his Eftare, fince he could 


not him; and therefore, Putiricn' d the King and 
Council, -for a Grant of ar, upon pretext to keep 
it out ofthe? Jeſuits bahdss who as he pretended 


had periv aded him out of his Eſtate, as well as. 


| Religion ; ard had been the Principal Authors 
of his 11h undertaking, fo imprudent a courſe of 
Life. Thc Kirg, who lov'd not importunities 
of that kind, «ndeavour'd to put him off with a 
Jeſt, telling him, 1/ $8ir John had a thind to make 
himſelf one of Ged Almighties Fools, he nuſt have 
patience ; © and that if he nould let bim alone a little, 
' be bimſelſ weuld ſccmbe weary of the ceurſe be had under 
taken.” Bur he tif petfiſting ro urge His Ma- 
jeſty, to prevent''the' ruin of a Family , thar 


had aways becn faithfyl to him; the Kirg bid 


him go ro the Atturny General, - and Order him 
in His Name, to' dou hat the Lay ſhould dire&, 
for the ſecurity of the Eſtate, +» 

But tro ſhow'how' far the- Jeſaits were from 
ſuch a Defi ign, as Dr. VParner pretended. It will 
Nor -be amiſs to Teflidt, how much Father Travers, 
as we chave faid, Aiflwaded him from this. ander= 
taking, at his feſt propoſal of it. And to inſert 
Here,what Sir Tehn VParner affirms 3-Viz. T bar having 
In bis Noviſhip #Scruple, that be comply'd nor 
with our Saviours Counſel, of giving all to the Poor, 
and felleing bim © Unlcts after. the Proviſion for 
His*Cbiſdren, he'gave the Reſidue of: his Eſtate 
ro Pious Uſes; eſpecially that part of it, that: here- 

re 'belong'd toAn Ancient- Abby, and-there- 
fore requir 'd aReſiitution to the Roman Catholic 
: Church 
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Church, ro which it formerly belong'd. Where- 
upon he conſulted his Suptriour, and propoſing 
ro him theſe doubts; he afſlur'd him, that no 
obligation of Conſcience lay upon him, to diſpoſe 
of it any other way, than he had already done, 
in giving it to his Brother ; and that in the 
Circumſtances he was in, it was more prudence, 
for him to do ſo, than otherways z whereby he 
would bur give occaſion to many Clamours and 
diſturbances, that would certainly follow, a dif- 
ferenr ſertlement. And beſides added, that he 
might as freely Entail that part of the Eſtate, 

thar formerly belong'd to an Abby , upon his 
' Brother, as any other Land; it being his Anceſtors 
by _—_ ; and the Pope having alfo by his 
Di non (ſent into Exeland by Cardinal Poole, 
in Time of Qucen Maries Raign ) made the Pol- 
ſellion of ſuch Revenues, lawtul to all perfons, 
even Catholics themſelves; counſelling them only 
ro a greater liberality in Alms-giving, to obtain 

Gods bleſſing, upon their Eſtates they enjoy'd by 
his Diſpenſation, and therefore he ought to haveno 
farther Scruple in this Point. This Anſwer of 
his Superiour, freed him from all the before 
mention'd doubts : And ovght to clear the 
Jeſuirs, of that unjuſt Cenſure they ly under of 
'Coveruouſneſs; when they refus'd fuch an offer, 
as was here made them. * | 

Sir John finding his Unckle fill bufie in an 
earneſt purſuir after his Eſtate ; tho he was aflur'd 
by-Bis Counſel , that the ſettlement he had made , 
coult.nor be Annul'd by any thing, lefs than an 
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A of Parliament ; yet thought it better by ap- 
pearing, to pura ſtop ro his Unckles endeavours, 
than permir him, and his Brother to engage in a 
Law Sute ; and thereby ſpend what he pretended 
to conſerve, which would be prejudical to both. 
- But Sir Thomas Hanmer being then in Town, he 
refolv'd firſt ro go to himz and beforehand ſent 
him a Note, ro know whethera Viſit would not 
be ungratful. Sir Thomas who beliey'd him be- 
yond-ſea , ſeem'd overjoy'd at the fight of his 
Letter, that brought him the good news of his 


being ſtill in England; and anſwer'd him, that he 


was ready to receive him with open Arms, and 
to Embrace him with the ſame tenderneſs as ever ; 
as indeed he did: His Tears at their Meeting teſti- 
fying, how great and Paternal an Aﬀection he ſtill 
bad for him. Sir Thomas after a hearty expreſſion 
of the continuance of his Kindneſs, propos'd to 
him all the Arguments he could, to perſyade him 

to lay aſide his deſign, of parting with his Daugh- 
' ter, and betaking himſelf ro a Religious State of 
Life. Bur perceiving Sir John 1o fix'd in his Reſo- 
lutions , as that he found no hopes of perſiva- 
ding him to change them ; he told him, He 
would. ſoon bave greater cauſe than himſelf, to repent 
ſuch an emerprize; and when *twould be too late, find 
the Inconyeniences, unto which he cxpoes'd both himſelf; 
and bis .yVife. However, he wonld give him no cauſe 
to. ſuſpet he wanted that kindneſi for him , he had ever 
grofeſs'd; and therefore, thi he culd eaſily have eroft his 
deſign , be would not do it 5 but | when the Ghan- 
cellor offer d him 4 Deare 10 take Poſſefien, i; the 
47 | ». 118 Eftate, 
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Blatt, ſo long 43 be and his VVift should continut beyond- 
ſea ; be dbſolmtly refus'd it , rather than he would by. 
| acceptingit,give bim any cauſe of diſquiet,or nnkind thoughts 
| of bitn. Sir Thomas alſo, ſeeming much concern'd 
fot having taken ſuch meaſures, as forc'd him out 
of Town the next Morning; told him, That he 
would not have left it ſo ſoon , had he known of his be- 
ing in it. Sir John beg'd leave to accompany him 
the firſt Days Journy ; it being probably the laſt 
time, he ſhould have the opportunity of enjoying 
his Company ; whith was granted with a great 
deal of fatisfation on both ſides. The next 
Day Sir Thomas: was very preſſing to have Sir 
John go with him home, and to ſtay fo long thete; 
as he deſign'd to remain in England. But he very 
gratfully refus'd the invitation, reſolving to follow 
his Lady, as ſoon as he had pur a ſtop to his 
Unckles pretenſions, which requir'd his Preſence 
The fame Night he return'd from accompany- 
ing Sir Thom#s, he went to the neareſt Tavern to 
his Unckles Houſe in Coyent-Garden; and ſent 2 
Meſlenger to let Dr. Varner know, that a friend 
of his defir'd ro ſpeak with him there. When 
' his Untkle came; he was ſo overjoy'd at the unex- 
| peed ſight of Sir John, or fo confoiinded at what 
he had done, as he was not able to ſpeak : So 
that Sir John out of compaſſion, was forc'd to 
make that Apology for him, which he ought 
to: have made himſelf; thanking him for the 
pains and trouble he had taken tor the ſecurity | 
of the Eſtare (as he thought) tho there was no | 
as I need 
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need of ir; becauſe he had ſettl'd it, as firmly a3 
was poſlible by Law, upon his Brother; who 
(if he had conſulted . him) would have ſhown 
him the Deeds ; wherefore ; now he was affur'd 
of this from his own Mouth, he hop'r that he 
would dcefiſt from giving himſelf or his Brother 
any farther trouble in this affair. He promisd, 
he would, and was as good as his -word ; 
vſing no other endeavours atterwards, for getting 
the Eſtate into his Hands; which he faw was al- 
ready in the Poſleſhon of Mr. Franiis V Varner his 
Nephew, the. ncxt Heir to'ir. 
- Burtoreturn to my Lady(from whom I have made 
this neceſſary digrefſion to fatisfie the Reader why 
| Str Ichn did not accompany her) {He took Ship- 
ing the 29th. of Ofteber, and landed at Dunkitct, 
'the 3cth. where {He no ſooner arriv'd, but ſhe 
went immediatly to the English Poor Clares, .and 
was extreamly pleas'd with their Poor and Rigor- 
ous manner of living : She took the: firſt oppor- 
tunity of paſſing from thence. by Water to Bruges, 
where ſhe went to the Englich Monaſtry of the 
Order of St. Auſtin; and there met with one, 
whom God Almighty had not long before in- 
ſpird, with an extraordinary Call to the Catholic 
Faith, as well astoa Religious courſe of Life; and 
who had given a very great example of courage 
and zeal in embracing both. This perſon was 
Mrs. Catherine Holland, Davghter to Sir John Holland 
of Suffolk, who by her own Reading, and her 
Mothers Pious example, who was a Catholic, 
( Almighty God's Grace alſo concurring ) 
| | | Was 
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aras ſo mov'd; to embrace the Catholic Religion, 


and aReligious State ; as that without her Fathers 


knowledge, ſhz went to Flanders,there to Conſecrate 
her ſelf. wholy to Gods ſervice; even betore ſhe 
was a Catholic, 'or. admitted into the Roman 
Catholic Church. Burt as ſoon as . [hz came to 
Bruges, ſhe Reconcildher ſelf, and took the Habir 
amongſt the Enzlich Religious of the Order of 
St, Auſtin in that Town; Providence ſo ordering 
it, that the Duke of Norfolk {hyuld be there ar 
the ſametime,who undertook, it her Father did not 
give her the ordinary Portion, requir'd by the 
Community at her Profeſſion ; that he would pay 
it: Bur her Father thinking this might refle& upon 
him, 'gave the Poſſon himſelf, and freely diſ- 
charg'd the Dukes engagement. After Mutual 
Congratulations with each other, not only for 

eing Members of the True Church of Chriſt, 
bur alſo for being call'd to the higheſt State of Per- 
tetion in it, the embracing his Counſels ( which 


. Mark of Sanity ſeem'd wanting in the Prote- 


ſtant Church they had quitted) my Lady took 
leave to purſue her Journy towards Liege, and 
went the ſame Day to Gaunt; where ſhe was very 


Kindly receiv'd by the English Benedictine Dames : 


And there as wel] as at other Monaſtrys ſh- pals'd, 
was much Edified at their chearful Converſation, 
and Religious Modeſty ; the very Air of their 
Countenances , evidencing thar Interior Peace 


and comfort, which the World is not able ro 
Diſcourſes allo rekindled 
ſo that 


afreſh her defiers of a Religious Stare ; {] 
- 55, . ey - bw 
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ſhe haſten'd what ſhe cauld to Liege, being in 

in till ſhe arriv'd at her Center ; where (he 
hop' to meet thoſe healing Joys , which the 
diftrated and thoughtful cares of @ Secular Life | 
could not afford. Thither ſhe came an the 6th, |: 


of September , promiſing her ſelf that happineſs, 
ſhe had ſo long 1n vain ſought after. 


The End of theEirſt Book, 
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LADY WARNER. 


In RELIGION, Siſter CLARE 
of I ESV S. 


| | THE SECOND ENoOK 


CHAP. FI. 


She takes the Habit at Liege among#i# the 
Engliſh Nuz'scall'd Sepulchrines, of the Oracr 
of St, Auſtin. 


== H E Religious ſhe defign'd to ge 
: to, were _ the Order of St. Auſtin, 
commonly call'd Sepulchrins, who 
Honor St. 1ames the | Apolile as their 
Founder ; and by their Regularity 


and Exa@ obſcrvance, had juſtly gain'd them- 
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ſelves ſo great a Reputation, both at home and 
abroad; as hereby they had oþbtain'd a very ample 
Foundation from the Prince of Licge, and fo conſt- 
derable aſſiſtance of others, as to Build themſelves 
a very fair and convenient Monaſtry. 

But that which would have charm'd others, 
even at her firſt coming and-.enterance ingo the 


Monaſtry, gave little farisfaction to her ;* inſo-. 


much, that the ſame Night ſhe arriv'd, in return 
to all thoſe Cordial expreſſions of Kindneſs, the 
Reverend Mother, and Religious ſhew'd her, 
and her Chijdren; ſhe declar'd, that {he thoughe 
that was not the place, Almighty God had cali'd 
Hher*our of the World, to live in. So diſplea- 
fing was it ro her, to receive any Worſdly {.- 
tisfaRtion, after ſhe had made a Sacrifice of all 
thoſe Earthly, Comforts which God Almighty had 
before bceſtow'd upon her. However, out of 


ſubmiſſion ro her Ghoſtly Fzther , ſhe took 


the Schollars Habit, on the 20th. of Seprember, 
the Feaſt of Our Lady's Preſtntatiom, And 
ſo great was her defzrence, before ſhe receir*'d it, 
ro the Religious; that where ever ſhe met any of 
them, [he us'd to preſtrate her {-1f, as a Mail: of 
her profound reſpect towards them. 

The time of her Schollarſhip, was partly taken 
up with the follicitude , and care. (he. had for 
Sir Tebn, who was till in Enlind; partly with 
Pious a7y ins bow ro ſet out and Adorn the 
Church.. Upon which iccount ſhe ſent to Sir 
Febn tor fome Pictures, Hangings, and other Rich 
Orvawents,ſhe had I fr behind her in Ah rat 1 

| | | | 18 
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ſhe- thought neceſſary for the beautifying the 
Church and. Altar. Upon the 1oth, of Marc 


| Sir John left London, and took with. him all 


thoſe things ſhe ' Writ for , excepting the 
Pictures {hz defir'd of St. Iohn Baptiſt , St. 4nſtin, 
Sr. Mary Magdalen and St. Tereſa; Saints to whom 
ſhe was particularly Devoted from the time of 
her Converſion; for which Reaſon I Name them : 
He not being able to get them made time enough 
in:England, for his departure ; but procur'd them 
for her from Antwerp. After a Proſperous Journy, 
he arriv'd at VVatten in Flanders, the 20th. of March 
1665. where he took rhe Novices Habit, of 
the Sogiery of leſus, and the Name of Brother 
John Clare ; which as ſoon as he had acquainted her 
with, ſhe refolv'd alſo to follow her Ghoſtly Fathers 
Advice, in taking the Habit of her Order, upon St. 
Catherin's Day, the 3oth. of April following 3 toge- 
ther with Sir Ihn's Siſter, Mrs. Elizabeth V Varner, 
and his Kinſwoman Mrs. Frances Skelton, who ac- 
company'd her from England. My Lady took at her 
Cloathing the Name of Siſter Tereſa Clare; {he ha- 
ving had, even whilſt a Proteſtant, a very particular 
eſteem of Sr. Tereſa, upon the Reading her Lite, 
which accidently fell into her hands. 

| Father Martha a Famous Preacher in the Valoon 
Province, of the Society of Ieſus; made her Cloath- 
ing Sermon: And did it after ſuch a manner, as 
prov'd one of the greareſt Mortifications, {he. had 
met with, ſince her leaving England. It happen'd 


not long before, that a Carmetite-Fryer, laving 


Qujced his Habit and Religion allo, ro ——_ 
_ 2 


\ 
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juſt Puniſhment, had raken Refuge in Holland ; 
whereby he had given a great occaſion of ſcandal 
' at Liege : The Parher to retrive that Honor, 
which he thought Religion mrghr have loft, by {0 
foul an Action as this was ; extoÞ'd that which hz 
had done (of quitting Herefie , and the World 
with ſuch an” Heroicat Reſolution) to ſuch a 
hight, as gave her fo greata confuſion , that ſhe 
was fcarce able to continue in the Church: And 
moſt perceiv'd the Mortification ſhe ſuffer'd, by 
the extraordinary Colour, which his Encomiums, 
and frequent Interrogation , whether what he 
faid was true ? brought into her Face. But the 


LS | happineſs ſhe felt at her Cloathing, and the hopes 


ſhe fed her felf with, of enjoying afterwards a 
ſecure and perfe& repoſe, in the State of Lif- 
ſhe had embrac'd; our-ballanc'd this preſent Mor- 
tification, and was too great to continue loyg, 
without ſome interruption. 

One would have thought at this diſtance from 
England, in a Catholic Country, that there had 
been no. fear of Perſecution : Yet the Enemy 
found an opportunity of giying her an Alarum, 
and cauſe of great difturbance , even in this place 
of Repole; which happen'd as follows. 
| There came a Perſon of Quality .co Town , 
extreatmly. well attended ; the firſt Vifir ſhe made, 
tho [he profeſt her ſelf a Proteſtant, was ro the 
Monaſtry ; where ſhe defir'd to fpeak with my 
Lady VVarer, pretending a Meſfage ro her, from 
Sir Thomas Hanmer her Father : My Lady came 
to her her {e1f, bur (finding (he brovght no Letre 


erters 
from 


The Life of the Lady Wanmnxzr, 5; 
from Sir Thomas, and that ſhe refus'd to make any 
other declaration of her ef or Quality ; than 
that having told him of her coming over, and 
that probably. ſhe ſhould paſs by Liege, he had 
defu'd her in his Name to give a Viſic to his 
Daughter and Grand-children , whom ſhe would 
find in an Englich Monaftry, in that Town ) 
excusd her Childrens coming to her ; .th6 
ſhe earneſtly preſt to ſte them : Fearing there 
might be a greater deſign in this Viſit, than only 
Kindneſs as the Lady pretended : Which rthax 
{he might the more ealily prevent; and at the 
fame time avoid the diſturbance alſo, ſh2 found 
In her Soul, bythe diſtractian ſhe receiv'd from 
her Childrens preſence ; ſhe refolv'd pri- 
yatly to remave them to the Vrſutin's: And the 
Queen Mother of England having upon her Mo- 
thers account, ( who as before related, had been 
Maid of Honor to Her Majeſty, ) expreſs'd 
a kindneſs to my Lady on all occaſions; ſhe 
took the liberty. of beſceching Her Majeſty , that 
the would youchfate ta take her Children under 
her Royal Prorzeion ; who where otherwiſe - in 
great danger, either by ſuttlety or force, to be 
taken from her, and carried into England: And at 
the ſame time, ſhe humbly Petition'd Her Ma- 
_ Jefty, ro ſignifie to the Superiour of the prſulin's 
| at Liege ( where ſhe had privatly plac'd her Chil 
dren) her Gracious concern for them. Where- 
upon the Queen Wrote this following Letter, 
Tranſlated our of the Original in French, Dated 


from .Colombe Iuly the 17th. 1666. 
| MOTHER 


56 The Life of the Lady Warmz x: 


MOTHER, 


J Have heard witha great deal of ſatirfattion, 


that thirwo Ebildres of Sir John Warner, 


are at preſent at the Urlulin's, «nder your 
Twition.: Tho I do not doubt bat you have 
all imaginable care of them yet I ceaſe nct 
to recommend them ta you; and drfire you not 
70 permit, that they be taken from your Houſe, 


without Orders from their Father or Mother, 


who put them into your Hands ; or from thoſe 
Whom they chall order, to have care of them in 
their abſence; and if it shonld happen , that 
any other, by any means should endeavour, 10 


zake them aWvay from Zou , without Conſent of 


thets Parents not to permit it, Without adveyr- 
rtfing me firit of it : And as 1 aſſure my ſef 
you will not fail to do what I deſire , as lows 
as you 5hall be in that charee ; ſo 1 male 
the ſame requeſh to thoſe that hall ſucceed you : 
Wherefore I beſeech God, to take you into his 
Holy Protedion. 


HENRIETTA MARIA. 
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| The Life of the:Lady WARNER 99 
Tis ſuppos'd the News of this Letter, croſfs'd 
and das{h'd the defign of the Perſon before mens». 


_ tion'd; for ſoon after ſhe return'd into England ; 


bur would never own, who (he. was; nor upon 
what account ſhe came ; more then is before 
Related: Tho during her ſtay at Liege, {he made 
ſeveral Vitirs to my Lady. | 
Having upon this occaſion depriv'd her ſelf 
of that Natural ſatisfation, the ſight of her Chil= *' 
dren muſt neceflarily give her; and ar the fame 
time freed her {{1f from that care and trouble, 


| that accompany'd their preſence z ſhe refolvd 


ſeriouſly ro- apply her ſelf ro Virtue, and to a. 
Practice of the foundation of all Vertues, Hu- 
mility, Wherefore, having a low Idea of her 
If, and to ſtifle all Motions of Pride, and Self- 
love ; ihe defir'd to be equal, or even inferiorto 
the Lay-Siſters, Once. openly declaring her 

Motive; ſaying, It was too great an Honor , for her 
zo be a Seryant to the Spouſes of Chriſt. It was uſual 
for her ro be loſt in time of Recreation, and 
the ſureſt place to find her in, was in the Scul- 
lery, or in ſome ſuch like humble and abject Ot- 
tice, Thus ſhe forgot her Quality, ſubmicting 
her (If ro the loweſt Employments ; taking more 
delight to be an abject in the Houſe of God, 
than others can do in all forts of Worldly Ho- 
norsand Satisfa&tions : Nor was ſhe only deſirous 
by theſe Exterior Actions, ro Cloath her ſelf 
with this Virtue of Humility; but endeavour'd 
to imprint the ſame Interiorly in her Mind : For 


#6 ſhe was of a peircing Wit, and ripe Judg- 
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oy The Life of the Lady WARNER. 
ment, yet ſhe would deſire the Lay-Siſters to 
Inſtrut her; whilſt the Fathers themſelves , who 
bad dealt with her, own*d, that they found her 
to be far above any of her Sex, that they had 
, ever treated with, All theſe Actions were accom- 
pany'd with ſuch a ſerenity of Mind, fo ſweetan 
_ affability, and with ſuch Conformity to the Will 
of God, together with ſuch a Love for 'thar 
Virtue he practit'd , who bid us learn of him to 
be Meek and Humble 5 that ſhe ſeem'd to be 
without the leaſt conſtraint in the performance, of 
&ven the Humbleſt Offices, doing them , as if 
' they bad been natural to herz and as if (he had 
all her Life rime been brought up in them. 


0000000000000004000000000009009 
CHAP. 11. 


How he came to be call'd to a more Rigorons 
State of Life, of to a flridter Order. 


T T happer'd upon occaſions, that ſhe was 
A now and then call'd ro the Grate ; many 
finding ( eſpecially a Canon of St. Lambert ) 
great advantages by the Viſits they made her; 
which were always ſpent in Pious' Diſcourſes : 
Thar which Others would have looker upon, as no 
great hindrance ro RecolleQion; ſhe took ſo 
much to tieart) that ſhe was reſolv'd to break of 
all Conitnerce with Creatures; that her Con- 
oo _ -_  verſation 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER 79 - 
verfation might wholy be with her Creator; and 
the ſhe obey'd chearfully the Reverend Mother 
in going to the Grate ; yet ſhe faild not 
to complain to her Ghoſtly Father, thar ſhe 
found. by experience, that all Converſation which 
was not with God , left behind it a- certain 


bitterneſs, and heayinels of heart : Thar ſhe thought 


ſhe:was call*d to a more firid retreat and conceal- 
ment, \where nothing might draw upon her the 
praiſes, or admiration of others; in which ſolitude 
ſhe did not Queſtion, bur to finda greater liberty. 
ro give ſcope to her fervor; and thereby, to ti 

more liberally the fiveetneſs of Divine Union; 
and to exerciſe with more freedom; the Mortifi- 
cations of an Auſtere Life ; which her preſent 
State did neither require, or even permic. She was 
fo Enamour'd with theſe ſentiments of Auſterity aid 
Solitude ; and ſo great was her fervor, that pro- 
ſtrating her ſelf upon her Knees, ſhe beg'd of 

him in the preſence of the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
that he would give her leave at leaſt, eo make & 
Vow never more to go to the Grate, whilſt (he 


 fray'd there ; and in the mean time eafneſtly 


Pray'd him to offer up ſome Devotions ro Al- 
mighty God for her, to Kkhow what was his Di= 
vine Will concerning her remoyal: She defiring 
nothing but what ſhe thought was moſt pleaſing 
to him. He told her the inconveniencies, 
that would follow ſuch a Vow, and prottils'd her 
that he would particularly beg of Almighty God, 
to give him light how ro dire@ her; he bid het 


to. have a great confidence in God ; and teſt 


allur'd 
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afſur'd that he would afliſt her, ro compaſs what 
| he infpir'd her ro do, if it were his Will, thar 
ſhe ſhould remove; or, if it were not, would give 
her comfort, and fatisfaction in the place , 
and PraQtice of the Rule, where ſhe was at 
preſent. TR, 

Some there were, who judging her Confeſla- 
Tious might too far comply, with ber inclination 
to Solitude and Mortification , -and thereby allo 
ſecond her intention of a change z did forbid him 
any more to Viſit her; hoping if it were fo, that 
his abſence might moderate theſe deſires, which 
probably, he by too great a condeſcention, 
might have avgmcnted. But ſhe extreaml!y re- 
ſented his abſence; and the mere, becauſe ſhe 
found, he was blam'd , for Counſclling her 
to do, what he had difluaded her from ; and 
therefore , ſuffer'd in the Opinions: of cthers, 
upon her account : This went nearer to her, than 
what ſhe ſuffer d her ſelf; and totake away this 
miſunderſtanding ; {Fe 1mportun'd the Reverend 
Mother, that the Father mighr once more come 
to her; whoſe Counſel was wholy neceflary, be- 
fore ſhe could make a final determination y hat 
ro co: In the mean time, in the middle: of theſe 
continual corflias, and agitations of Mind , ſhe 
luffer'd a kind of Martyrdom. - At his return, he 
ſo «fcaciouſly anſger'd all her ObjcRions, for 
her removal, and fo. clearly -convinc'd her, that 
it was Gods Will ſhe ſhould ſtay and ſertle there ; 
that ſhe began to think of continuing, and mak- 
IS her Vous ; but withal told :bim , that rhe 
ES: : 71 --» eemct 
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chief Motive that made her fix upon this Reſo-, 
lution, was, that ſhe might be no hindrance to* 
Sir ob (now Brother Clare) ro make his; ima-:- 
Fining , that if the fame defires of removal, : 
remiain'd after her Profeſlion ; the Charch 
would give her liberty, ofentring a ſtricter Ordet ; 
which The'could as well do , wwo or three Years 
after, 4s then. Whereupon he reply'd, that tho 
the Church ' could indeed give rack a permiſſi 10n; 
yet it-would never grant ir, upot account of ſe- 
veral grear, and general inconveniencies, thatwould. 
mpatly ſich a fernoval; which the good of a 

EL lar a th6:yery 'great, could never re- 
pence. Wherefore, it ſhe ever reſolv'd ro 
on the Order ſhe was in , ſhe muſt do it be- 
re The made her Vows, or not at -all : And 
therefore deſir'd her, Friouſly to recommend the 
marter-to God i in' her Prayers, as he would alſo 
do in -his, | 
. Whilſt ſhe'was thus making ber fervent Perl” - 
ap before the Holy Sacramenr of the Altar, to 
beg light from Heaven, how ſhe might ſerve 
rSphuſc ' upon Eatth ; 'ona ſuddain , ſhe ſaw a 


Streatn of freſh Glaring lighr, coke from the 


— 


Blefled 4 Sacrament towards her; from which, ſhe 
felr ſath/l'an Interior joy in her Soul; that the 
| Mes Bf the Novices, then kneeling by, per- 
telvi®:a's ange in- her countenance; atid asked 

mip! the the cauſe of ſo ſenſible an aeration, 
8 ſhe Ipetceiv'd in her ? She would gladly have 
conceals this, if Obedience would have fuffer'd 


her Lg =] that prevailing, ſhe told the reaſon ofit. 
"a EF” - - — —— _ 
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Whether this favor was: to. confirm. her in the 
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The .Life of the Lady WARNER 83 
bearing any other Office; ſhe hop't by becom- 
iog a Member of ſuch a Community ; to ſee her 
{If the" feaſt, and laſt of a Religious Houſe : In 
expectation of which happineſs, ſhe extreamly 
comforted her ſelf, Theſe Kind of thoughts had 
fo poſſeſſed her Soul, that ſhe could never enjoy 
her -If whilſt {He ſtay'd at Liege ; and henee it 
was ;3 that the reſpe& and 'civiliry ſhewed her by 
EA \ Religious, was/1o great a Mortification to 
4 _e | RE | 
: Her;Ghoſtly Farher Communicating her de- 
fires: to the Prior ;of the Carthuftuns at Liege, then 
-oing to:a General Chapter of the Order ,. had 
gitnd a promiſe ,of his beſt aſſiſtance, for the ob» 
eining her wiſhes; and in the mean time,” ſhe 
Wrateto Brother Clare, to defire him ta give 
her. leave to enter amongſt the Carthuſtuneſſes : And 
thar The-might nor put any obſtacle to his deſigns, 
nor. hinder his. proceeding in them; ſhe inclos'd 
this following A& of Renunciation, which ſhe 
wg wauld have been ſufficient to Legalize 
his: Profeſſion; without her making of | hers. 
The Gineral of the vir of teſi, at the; requef 
of his Superiors, unknown to him, Raving Ju 
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time, might be .able alſo ro make his. 
DID 55 |: 4 5 LOIN FR; 
| C 


L YL, | Pl . OY * us; ev on... 1 - | 


F 2 


#5 : 
WF, IS, om 
ww 4 j FC 1 Cats 


82 The Life of the Lady Warnex: PF 


T Do here in the Sacred Preſence 3 
$ of Almighty God, offering my || 
ſelf intirely to him, Renounce all | 
Right whatever I have co you, and | 
do- here Solemnly Vow perpetual 
Chaſtiry to him: And do promile 
you before. God-and his - Angels ; 
that. with:the aſliſtance 'of his Holy 
Grace, 1 will Live and Die in Re- 
ligion ; and. will immediatly, when 
I go from hence, pvtimy ſelf un- 
det the Obedience, of another Mo- 
naltry of Incloſure : This I again 
| cbnfirm, -beging of his Divine Ma 
'- jelty, to accept ofme.; and'in Sign 
| that will never Revoke ir; I ſub- 
—_— ty Nc, 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER 8; 

Brother Clare having receiv'd the Letter, with 
the. Contents before' mention'd, and alſo with 
the :forcfaid Renunciation ; with conſent of his 
Superiors, reſolv'd to go to Liege: Finding rt 
impoſſible to give her thar fatisfaftion by Letters, 
which he hop'd his preſence might do. He ar- 
Tiv'd| the. 4th, of Iune at Tongers, four Leagues 
diſtant from that City ; where, there being a 
Monaſtry of the fame Order, as well as a Houſe 
of the Society, he thought they might meer, with 
leſs noiſe, than they could do art Liege. Bur (he 
inſtead of coming thicher, ſent her Confkeſlarius 
to- excuſe her not coming, and to perſwade him 
roreturn to VYzren: Telling him, That his coming 
70 Liege would perſiwade all People, that it wasto invite 
| ber back to the Vyorld ; eſpecially, when $hortly after, 
they ſap that the lefi the Monaſtry ( which she defegn'd 
| 10 do, as ſoon as she had obtaind her admittance among 
the, Carthuftaneſſes ) and beg'd of him, not to hinder 
this her defign. Yet.he notwithſtanding (by the 
| Advice of the Superior of Tongers) refolv'd rogo | 
to Liege; the Rettor of that place, having before 
invited him ; where alſo he might have his Ad- 
vice, about what future Meaſures he had beſt ro 
take, The Re@or Counſel'd him to Vitit her in 
the Monaſtry, whether he went ; bur ſhe would 
not be ſeen, nor ſpeak with him, even at the Grate 
without a Companion with her; Alleadging, that 
this:precaution, was to prevent ſuch Diſcourſes, as 
{ſhe had before intimated would otherwiſe be rais'd , 
upon their meering. Brother John Clare was very well 


ktished herewith ; bur ar length told her, Fe could 
2 : F 2 never 
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never give her his conſent, to go! to the place she had 
pirchd -1p0n ; becauſe he could never be aſſur'd , whether 
She was content, or ſatisfied in it ; and without that aſ- 

urance,. be could neither make bis Profeſſion, ncr permit 
her to make hers; becauſe she could neither ſpeak with 
any one, nor ſend 10,/:nor receive from any one 4 Letter ; 
nor tranſinit her Mind 10 bim, if any diſſatisfaition 
Should happen to ber. | 

Tho this reaſon did not fully fatisfe her ; yer 
the abſolute refuſal, which ſhe: received from the 
General Chapter (which declar'd,: thar none bur 
Virgins could be receiv'd into that Order ; and 
that ſhe was 'miſ-inform'd , if ſhe heard that any 
_ other might be ſo, upon any account whatever ) 
caus'd her to lay afide all thoughts, at leaſt of 
entring among the Carthuſineſſes, but took not 
away” .-her Relolution, of going:'ro'a ſtricter Or- 
der: And tho ſhe conld not. reſolve whether to 
go.; yet {he had abſolutly fxt her reſolution, of 
leaving the Monaſtry where {he'was ; to: give more 
ſcope to Mortificaion, to which” ſhe found her 
ſelf very cflicacioufly moy'd. | 


. 
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CHAP. III, 


How he reſolves to' enter amoneift the Poor 
 :Clares. Her departure and journy from 
Liege, ard her arrival at Graveling. © - 
Rother Clare finding her fixt upon a removal, 
4F and having acquaintance at 'the Poor Clares 
at Graveling ; which was the firſt Order , that ſhe 
had feen in theſe Countries, and then ſeem'd ro 
like ir yery much; hop't the propoſal of hergoing 
thither, might rake effe&t; it ſhe would not ſtay 
where ſhe was: He being deſirous, that ſh« ſhould 
rather be amongſt thoſe of her own Nation, 
than Strangers ;. ſince frequent examples have 
ſhew'd, how eaſily the Enemy raiſes jealouſies, 
| and diſguſts, in thoſe that enter among Externs. 
For this reaſon he procurd a Book of the 
Rules of St. Clare, which he gave her to Read; 
and defir'd her, for his nets and fatisfation 
GE ſhe *Iik'd the Rules which ihe would find. 
rigorous enough) rather ro make cholſc of that 


x 
= 
wv 
- 


3 ce to go ro, than any other. She promis'd to 
Read them, and was ſo raken with them, that 


the teſolv'd, if her Ghoſtly Father approv'd of it, - 
immediatly to bertake her (If to that courſe of 
Life's *W hich was a oreat ſubject of joy to.Brother 
, Clat; tho on the other ſide, it was a great 
- Aon F " 4, | trouble 
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.$3 The Life of the Lady Warmer: 
trouble to him, to find that his Siſter and Kinſ- 
women; who had enterd with her, reſfoly'd to 
take the fame courſe : For he fear'd, that ir 
might be a prejudice to the Monaſtry they left, 
which had been extraordinary Kind to them. Since 
the World, which is too apt to cenſure, might think, 
that three Religious going away together , could 
\not bur have ſome Motive of giſguſt, or diſſike 
to the place; and did not purely leave it, out of 
a defire to ſerve God, in a ſtricter and more 

auſtere Order. Na E 

He therefore, oppos'd his Siſters and Kin{- 
womans going, . and had juſt reaſon rg diſſwade 
his Siſter ; becauſe her Conſtirurion was fo weak, 
and, her health fo impair'd; rhat the Dodtors 
| would not permit her, even ro. comply with 
the Church-precept , in keeping her faſt in 
Lent: Whereas, in the place ſhe deſigryd togo 
ro, {he muſt Keep the Lenten Faſt as long as 
dhe livd. He told her therefore, That this deſire 
of hers could not be good ; it being too preſumptuous, and 
2Nconfedrrate ; to expect, that God yhould work a Miracle, 
for the ſatisfying of her own humor : Eſpecially , when 
in_doing ſo, sbe. ment againſt the Advice of thoſe, whon! 
be had ſubſtituted in bis place, to direff ber : That it 
Wes. ay, erdinary Artifice of the Malignant Spirit, under 
Pretence of 4 [pecious and plauſible goed,” to draw. ſeveral 
our of the way, God badplac dibem.in ; This Diſcourſe 
ſo ſenſibly afflifted her, . that ſhe fella weeping ; 
faying,: That she was ſure, that God had cail d her to 4 
frrifter Order, and that his Power . and Grace ,, 14s 4l- 
W435 proportionable to his Call, The Reverend 
OL 7-1 | | Mother 


The Life. of the Lady WArMNER. #9 


Mother and the Religions, finding them ſa ear- 
neſt to go, upon ſo good-and tfolid Motives 
were C King , 2s to ſecond their Requeſts; and 

reyail'd with Brother Clare for their remoyal. 

his then being the good effe&t of Brother Clare's 
Journy to Liege ; he reſoly'd ro haſten back to 
FVaten; to diſpatch all things neceſſary for their 
Admittance at Graveling, that they might the ſooner 
be able to follow him. | | | 
. Amongſt other Diſcourſes, which Brother 
Clare had with Siſter Tereſa Clare, ſhe thanked 
him extreamly for the favor of a Letter, which 
he had procur'd her, from Father Philip 
Marin z\8 Miſhoner that came from Chiza to 
England, and other parts of Europe ; to gain Coms 

anions to Labor with him in that, large Vin- 
yard: With whom Brother Clare coming acquain- 
ted (whilſt after her departure he ſtay'd at London ) 
obtain'd fram him a Letter of encouragment ro 
herz which being from ſo Apoſtolical a Man 
(who had ſpent many Years in the hard and dan- 
gerous Miſtion of China, not only expoſing his Life, 
during thoſe great Perſecutions, that happen'd, 
whilſt he was there ; bur alſo, in taking 1o long 
and dangerous a Journy for the procuring help for 
thoſe many Souls, that he had hopes to reduce 
by their afliſtance, ro the true Faith) and as ſhe 
alſo profeſt , having given her'ſo inexplicable a 
comfort. in her undertaking , I chought worth 
your-purufal , as it is Tranſlated out of I:atian, in 
which Language it was Writ. 


by Afay | 
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Fa. Ay the Grace and Love of Teſns © 
"iq Chriſt, increaſe in our Souls. to c 
«Gods greater Glory, Writing to a per- e 
*<fon of your Merit, I ought. ro do it in « 
<ſuch a manner, .as, may give you an al- e 
<{urance.. of the: reward of .that Eternal p 

© happineſs, which you will certainly gain; 
* not 'by running , | þut flying from the, | 
<Liberty of the World, tothenarrow con- 
« finement of a Cloyſter: Thrice happy arc | 

© you, that haye ſo -great an afſurance of Þ 
<Heayen, by fo Noble and Generousa for= | 


*{aking ofallpleaſures upon Earth ; the ber- 
©ter toembrace, what the World fhes from, 
© the Croſs of Chrilt : Following hereby, 
St. Tereſa's\ admirable Leflon, Ezther to 
© ſafer, or die for leſus, Ihisis that Jewel, 
©*which the wiſe Marchant” gave all he had 
*to purchaſe; and did not repent his bar- 
*o2in: And tho he became Poor in the 
« Eyes. of the World ; yet he recoyer'd his 
<loſs, by purchaſing a Good, which was of 
* greater yalue , than, all other. Goods : 
© How happy then, is the Renunciation of 
* that Blefled Soul, :which leaving all loot- 
*eth nothing ; ſtill finding all, in the Po- 
<verty of leſus? The Apoſtles'Patrimony, 
"after they had forſaken their Parents , 

«Friends, 


The Life of the Lady WARNER, or 
Friends, and all they bad, was 'a pure 
* nothing 3; which put into the Hands of 
© Jeſus, as' St. Gregory ſaith excellently well, 
«ſo: multiply*'d,, as to become all things ; 
*Taum reliquit qui ſibi nil retinuit ; He 
«left all; who retain*d nothing to himſelf. B=- 
<hold therefore, the nothing , which the 
Apoſtles 'reſery'd, but this nothing pur 
*into the Hands of /eſ#s, grew to the hight 
© of that Glory, to which they were cali'd. 
*At-this Day (ſo many Ages after their 
«departure out of the World) we proclaim 
their: Dignity , and give them greater 
©Titles ; than ever the Ambition of Mo- 
©narchs could Ulurpe. F would ſay more 
©of chis fubje&, bur time will nor give me 
*lexve; therefore; to ſend you my Opi- 
*mon abour leaving the World, my ſenti- 
*©ment is; that it is not ſufficient ro goout 
_ fofar, to live in Religion; unleſs we bid 
*adieu to, and renounce all things, that 
*are.unitedto it, The difference between 
*thoſe who leave, and renounce 1s this: 
©He' that leayes, can return to the thing he 
©left,” but he'that renounceth, looſeth the 
© Dominion , over what he renounces :; 
"in the ſame manner, as a Man does his 
*Right, to what he has Sold. This was 


©that which our Saviour ſaid tothe Young 
_ | | ” | c Ma 1] 
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© weni,: & ſequere me; o0, Sell all you hare, 

© come, aud follow me ; which words agree 

© with. thole others ; Nip. quis renunca- 
 Feoerit omnibus, que poſſidet, non poteſt mus 
© efſe Diſcipulus ; Vnleſs ont, renounce all 
© things he Poſſeſſeth, he cannot b: my Diſ- 
©ciple, , What therefore 1s it co be a Dil- 
«*ciple of Chriſt ? *Tis to have Chriſt for 
*our Maſter, Father, Spouſe, Lord, God, 
and All. But whar need I Write after 
*rhis manner to you ? Who I know 
© practice better things than I can ſuggeſt. 
\© Wherefore, 1 Write not, to give you 1n- 
*ſtru&ion, but to praiſe your Generoſuy ; 
*by which you have nor only left the 
World, with your Bodyz but wich your 

* Soul allo, haverenaunc'dall it's Vanities; 
"and every thing that relates to it. * Hea- 
*yen. preſerve you by it's Haly- Grace, 
<in your good . Reſolutions; . till Death : 


* Pray for me your Pooreſt Servant , in 
*our Lord, + 


PHILIP;MARINI. 
- Of the Society. of Tefus. 
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The Life of the Lady Warmetk. 9} 
-:She own'd, that this Letter, and the Conver- 
Grion which ſhe ſometimes had, with two--great 
Servants of God. ( one ' an Auguſtin Fryer, 
who | had receivd ſuch - extraordinary ant 
Celeſtial favors, that he was even forbidden to 
Celebrate in public; having ſeveral times been 
Elevated in cime. of Maſs, ro the aſtoniſhment 
of the: beholders, -The other was a Secular 
Gentleman , call'd Mr. Raiſon, whom we ſhall 
afterwards have jan occaſion to ſpeak of ) had 
been. of yery great advantage to her, in her Spiritual 
progyes in Virtue : And as the Contents of this 

eter were truly Pious , ſo were their Difcourſes,of 
nothing bur of God, They ſpeaking of Heavenly 
things, . ſo feelingly , that ſhe was | wholy 
traniipotted' with: their Converſation, and encou- 
rag'd by their Diſcourſe, ro ſeek Retirement and 
Mortification , as the beſt means to find God : 
Eſpecially by the Auguſtin: Who for many Years, 


ith the leave of his Superior, had liv'd only 
upon Bread and Water ; together with ſuch 
Raw Roots, and Herbs, as came out o their 
Garden. ; 

: Vpon Brother Clare's going away , Siſter 
Tereſa Clare, delir'd him to ſend fome particular 
cohveniency :for their Journy, together with a 
Prieft, . that-mighr accompany them ; thereby to 
avoid the trauble of all forts of People; which 
is unavoidable in the common way of Traveling. 
Wherefore, as ſoon as he return'd to VVatren, 
he obtain'd of Father Richard Barton, then Rector 


of St, Omers, leave for Mr. Edvard Hall ( then 2 
A - | Secular 
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94 The Life of the Lady WARNER, 
Secular: Prieſt ,; now: of the: : Society of leſus) to 
concu2. her, his ;Siſter;,.: and Kinſivoman, trom 
F. Jinn! Where, as ſoon. as Mr. Hall arriy d, ſhe 
 haſtendto begin her Journy, and obrain'd leave 
of the Revercnd Mother, /and Community , that 
ihe, and, her. two Companions, Jmight keep their 


1 iQUs.. Habits; cull they ſhouldzhange them 
for. that of, anothen-Order : Afluring:them, that 
' it was -Not- Hor want: of, any Edification , or good 
| Example, i in-their. Houſe: /.that:they .remov'd to 
” another/;. þut to. comply. with thoſe : impulſes, 
which they. had recciv'd from God z to. ſerve him 
in a ſiriter-way' of liviog, for which thoſe Prin- 
ciples. and. Rudiments-.oft Religious. obſervance, 
which they, had'receiv'd there, had diſpos'd them. 
They-began their Journy the 24th: of 1aly, lea- 
ving ber Children at the __ of where fhe had 
betore fe d-them, -- + 

Before. her departure, give mille to pre- 
ſent. you, with the. CharaQter Fathes Jobn Manners, 
of the. Society of:1eſus, her Ghoſtly, Father, gave of 
er:z to-whoſe. Counſel ſhe 'always gave 'a very 
great deference, and never fail'd candidly to dil- 
loſe unto him,--her inward ſtare and' condition : 
Whereby you. will ſeg thow' m ſhe 1 1mprov 'd 
in. all, foros. Virtues, the hour ries the ſtaid at 
Liege WV hich 1 Tranſcribe. our: iofia; Lercer he 
Try 9.4; friend of ers, 3 after rherps e on 
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-He Snipital of "TRY Wire, and the 
Btres of her Judgment, fery'd her 
Kato" - fit Inſtcumencs, to Contemn the 
*World and.Conremplate God. Her Judg- 
-mient - raughr. her ro idiſcry how vain a 
chin it1s;7and how much beneath thoſe 
that's are"! calPd to © Gods . fervice-, 
"20 attond: or: care for any thing; bur the 
omotion: of: his / Honor. | Brain hence 
rung in Siſter Tereſa Clare, aniimmenſe 
aghre, to:be as intirely ſeparated from the 
< World. in 'Body;. as ſhe. was reloly'd to 
leave ictin Mind. Her. Will: fery'd her 
© only toi-promore-. Piety ; ſhe was never 
- *ewheary of Spiritual: Diſcourſes - and fed 
<her Soul- with extraordinary contentmenr, 
Frencysr matters of Deyotion were hand- 
«Jeb: + But: our:of pretence of being young 
S x0 the very 'humbly and: carneſtly 
lend Inſtruted; and her Queries 
e:commonly. about the higheſt Points 

tof \Fanh:y! althd':even her Speculative 
<QueſtBndz:eended ſilk more to move af- 
t{ectiony /thind ſarisfic curioſity: And not- 
*wathh nog theſs” were matter of her 
zyef, yet they ſery'd as bare propoſals 

0 "the" Will had always the greateſt 
hate 3 in them, " lictle, and 'lictle, the 
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*orew fo inflam'd with the Love of God, 
*rhat ſhe card to hcar of nothing, hue 
© what, increas'd this fire. My chiefeſt | 
<Jabor. was to moderate her fervor, and 
© aflwage ther heat, in all which I found 
Rr. moſt ' Humble : and Obedienc ; - the 

*profeſling to me; that when the * SOIIM 
c God's Wall ſhe weuld ſpare no labor to 
*put it in Execution: | It is' hardly cre- 
© dible,- how excetfively. great her defite to 
«ſuffer for. God was, and with what Cou- 
*rage the; encounter'd,” cven -the greateſt 


©ditbculries, I was half terrified , to fee. | 
©her ſtrugle. with- Nature, for the Maſtry; 


<and comforted , to i{ſce- how:reſolv'd the 
*Was,: Dot to: yield! an-Inchg7 yet ſhe did 
*<hearfully let go:her hold Saks it was 
<judg'd: fit for her' to relax.:: 4 confeſs, 
k. wei; my:inſi Ight in ſublime matters;is very 
[Mrag.. and was very unfit: to: manage 
ſve; Soujerd has ,was:cantinually Mounting 
High! 1 bleſs.the Divi neſs, 
*thatidtd: me the;: favor, to: vlevime treat 
FITIV wee: ſo- hr SpP1 (Thus be. 
 An@&ner. OV1EE! theſe iculars 
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It would be too tedious to ſer down a parti» 
eular Diary of their Journy, 1 ſhall therefore, 
only in Ihort give you fuch an account, as Father 
Hall, a Perſon of known Virtue and Prudence, 
gave of it; in his own words, * Siſter Tereſa all 
« along her Journy , and the reſt with her, thd 
Kir was extreamly hot, and their Religious Ha- 
© bits incommoded them very much ; yet 
« never fail'd to perform their Duries, . as ifr ey 
& had been in a Monaſtry, She and her Com- 
« anions for the moſt part Sung their Office all 
© along the way z {he rigorouſly abſtain'd froih 
* eating Fleſh , ahd was reſolv'd , as far as I 
© would permit her, to live up to the Rule of 
© the Poor Clares, When ſhe was worſt treated ; 
«* (he was moſt content', and the difficulties of 
« her Joutny ſeem'd a pleaſure ro herz becauſe 
* they gave her ah occaſion of Mortification: 
** Coming to Sicham, a place of great Devotion 
* to our Lady, of which the Fathers of the 014+ 
< zory have tare; where ſeveral conſiderable Mira- 
* cles had been wrought by her Inteiceſſion 
*ſhe , notwithſtahding ſo tedious a Journy , 
© would go to the Church, even before [He took 
* any 6 nh Where to my wonder and 
* ſhame ( not being able to follow her Example) 
« {He kneel'd two Fat hours, without any moriant 
*of her Body 5 She Communicated . at the ſame 
© place the next Day, and ſpent moſt part of 
*the Morning upori her Knees ; Every Day ſhe 
« came to Confcſlion ; and every other Day [he 
* Commiunicated. An Oratorian Father, who 
Sf g | 7 Rm 
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« cafually joyn'd himſelf to us in our Journy , 
« was ſo Edified with her Carriage and Diſcourſe, 
« that at partirg, he declar'd to me; That he nas 
< not cnly aſſurd, She was a Paſin of Quality, but a 
« Saint alſo. Nor was her Diſccurſe only Spiri- 
<tual, whiiſt the Oratorian was with us; but ir 
*]aſted all along our Journy : Except only; when 
*ſhe Sung the Divine Cflice, or Read a Spiri- 
«rual Book; for ſhe had an excellent French 
« Book with her, which ſhe turn'd into ſo good 
« Englich, for the benefit of her Companions ; 
« that I verily thought, it had been in that Lan- 
« puage, ſhe Reading it ſo currently, and with- 
« out the leaſt ſtop, or heſitation; till ſuch time 


. * as accidentally taking it up to Read, to my 
_«*<.ftoniſhment I found it French. Her defire of 
* « Mortification and Auſterity in her Journy was 


© <xtiaordinary ; and if I had permitted her to 


* 2& accordirg to her Inclination, ſhe would 


" certainly bave prejucic'd her health. Ar length 
« he ccrciudes ; Whatever I oblſerv'd in any 


'& Saints Lite, that was great, and good; Ithink 


_ truly 1 few it Coppy'd cut exactly in. Siſter 


<< 6[laze. Her patience and rcfignation to Gods 


<« Will, in all the diſſaſters of the Journy (which 


<< were not a few) her Humility and Charity 


«to her Companions , and her Obedience' to 


_. *© me, were acmirable; and-wanifcſted the true 
- © Spwit of Ged in her Soul, It was my good 


| *thavk God- as long as 1 live, for con 


© Fontune, th6 uryonhy of it, to be her Con- 


« feſ'or this | little time; and I am 954 to 
errivg 


& fuch 
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& ſuch a favor upon me: Indeed, whilſt .T ws 
«in her Company, I thought my ſelf in a'Re 
* ligious Houſe : She never omitting any of her 
*« Conventual Obſervances, as before faid , but 
* conſtantly keeping the ſame diſtribution' of time 
 *for all her Actions, as if ſhe had been in the. 

« ſtriteſt Incloſure. 

' Being arrivd at St. Omers, Father Michael 
Kinſman came thither from pVatten, to meet 
and condutt her, from thence to Grayeling; where 
he was then DireQor, or extraordinary Confeſlor. 
Here ſhe, together with her Siſter and Kinf- 

| woman, receivd the Biſhop's Benedition, and 
his ' permiſſion alſo to Enter at Graveling. 
As they paſs'd thithery, they Din'd at VVatten, 
where Beckbe Clare was then a Novice ; who on 
purpoſe abſented himſelf, having beforehand a- 
preed with her to do ſo. From thence ſhe arriv'd 
at Grayeling , betwixt Eight and Nine # Clock 
at Night, the Third of Anugn/? : * Twas defign'd that 
ſhe ſhould be Cloath'd, art her firſt arrival ar the - 
 Monaſftry; but coming ſo late, the Ceremony was 
' defer'd till next Morning.. Pcrbaps Provi- 
_ dence ſo orderd it, to give her an occaſion af*. 
entring upon that courſe of Life , with a greater 
| ARof Moriification, the better to prepare her (lf 
' forit, than otherwite ſhe would have had ; which a 
Servant of tke Monaſtry diſcover'd. ' One may 
eaſily imagine how weary ſhe was, .after the 
Nas ie of ſo lorg and tireſome a Jourry; and 
without doubt her tender and delicate Body muſt 
neceſſarily have bcen much weaken'd; and her 
ET. 7 G3 1 mes 
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ſtrength almoſt exhauſted, by the heat of the wea«» 


ther, the heavineſs of her Habit, andthe practice 
of ſuch Auſterity, as ſhe had obtain'd leave for 


upon the way ; yer ſhe would not accept of thoſe. 


Poor preparations , and conveniencies, which 
were provided by the Poor Clares, for her repolſc : 
For as ſoon as {he thought all were retir'd , ſhe 
forſook her Bed, and lay all Night upon the 
bare Boards, denying that eaſe and ſolace to her 
wearied Limbs, which they ſcem'd indiſpenſably 
to require ; and which ſuch a Lodging as ſhe 


left might have afforded. But not content with 


this, the Servant heard her take a long and {harp 
Diſcipline, ſuteable to her fervor, and (as I ſup- 


pole ) to diſpoſe her ſelf the better , for ſuch 


a Life of Mortification, as the. next Day ſhe was 
to undertake, 

The next Morning, ſhe and her two Compa- 
nions were privatly Tloath'd, changing only one 
Retigious Habit for another : For ſhe would by 
no means admit of any public Ceremony this 


- time; becauſe the confuſion, which ſhe had re- 


ceiv'd at her Cloathing at Liege , was yer too 
freſh in her Memory. Providence at their Cloath- 
ing gave them ſuch Names, as ſhew'd their uni- 


ted defires, and endeayours to attain to the hight 


of Perfection. My Lady VYarner had given her 
the Name of Cl.1e of leſus, Mrs. Elizabeth VVarncr 
her Siſter-in-law Mary Clare, and Mrs. Frances 
Skelton her Kinſwoman, that of Frances 1eſcph. 
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| Sifter Clare of Jeſus begins her Novi- 
ship , amone#i the Engliſh Poor Clares 
at Graveling z h:r Humilty , Zeal, 
Conraze , chcarfulneſs, and blind Obedi- 
ence, in this her new entcrprize. ; 


rg Clare of Teſus enters upon her Second 
Noviſhip, with no leſs fervor, than chears 
fulneſs, and wich far more contentment than ſhe 
had done the firſt. The Auſterity and fervor of 
the Religious, together with their conſtant ala- 
crity , animated her with a new Spirit of Deyo- 
tion ; and their frequent Spiritual Diſcourſes, gave 
her Soul it's defir'd food, That neatneſs joyn'd 
with extream Poverty, which they practis'd, was 
an extraordinary comfort to her; and gave her 
great encouragment in her new, tho hard enter- 
prize, She now reſolv'd to lay a folid founda- 


ion of Virtue, and to acquire a perfet know- 


ledge of her ſelf, by a ſelf-denyal. The Induſtry 
' which ſhe ſhew'd, in ſeeking low and abjet Of- 
fices, ſufficiently declar'd her great Humility : 
And leſt that reſpe&t and Kindneſs, which the 
good Religious at Liege paid her, ſNould be re- 
'new'd here; ſhe beg'd to be looked upon, and 
imploy'd, as the laſt in the Houſe. And tho ſoon 
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after her Cloathing, the Plague broak our 11 

Graveling, yet. it was no manner of diſcouragment 
to her; for ſhe ſtill maintain'd the ſame evennels 
of temper, and all; her adtions were done with 
the ſame vigor and diligence as before : And| 
kf Brother Clare ſhould. be. concern'd. for that, 


which. did not in the leaſt trouble her, ſhe defir'd 
leave to Write to him; which ſhe did as fol- 
lows. 


* 


Dear Brother Clare. 


Tis by Obedience, that I nov Write, to 

aſſure you of all our healths, 1 beſecech 
you joyw With us in thanking Ged Almighty , 
for his vonderful preſuruvation of us. 1 have 
not recetv'd by change of Habit , or any thing 
4 the leait cold; or diftemper, God can ftireng- 
then when, and Where he pleaſes, 1. deſire 
you, for his ſake not to let that Charitable 
 Eoncernment you have for me, cauſe the leait 
gromble 3 ſince I aſſure you, that as to health, 1 was 
never better; and for contentment of Mind gl 
Boy enjoy that, by God's great Mercy, Which 
I never was acquainted with before, in my whole 
Life» The lta#t fear of the Sickneſs never yet 
ſeis'a me; hoveucr, Pray. for me, that 1 may 
be. well preparid to receive it, and then it hall 
| be moſt welcome to me: But here are 100 many 
great Servants of, God, to fear any danger 


amons 
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among them, againſt which they make *fo many 
good Prayers. I need not tell you, that I Pra 
for you , ſince you have obiigd me to 4 
it by. Obedience; and I engage you to do it 
for m? by Charity: By the prattice of Which 

two Virtues, 1 hope Yee Shall one Day meet, 
where ve hall never any more part. 


| Your unworthy Siſter 
From Graveling in Chriſt, 
Augulſt 12. 1666, I 


- 


CLARE of JESUus. 


One clauſe of the foreſaid  Lerter - (wherein 
| Siſt-r Clare ſairh, That she had no cauſe to fear any 
| Thing, againſt which ſo many Servants of God Pray'd 
| Jo much ) gives me an occafion ro make a ſhort 
| digr-fſion ; which I the more willingly take, be- 
Z cauſe I am ſure it will be to the. Readers ſatisfaction 2 
Thd I fear 'twill be difpleafing to the perſons it 
relares to, to whom I know nothing is ſo Morti- 
fying as a Relation of what redounds to their 
TD yet I hope they will pardon me, fince 
the paſſage ir ſelf, tends ſo much ro God's Ho- 
nor and Glory. Whilſt the Plague rag'd at 
Graveling, one of the Religious fell Sick, with 
.all the Symptoms of that dangerous diſtemp-r. 
A Siſter whoſe Office it was, to attend the Sick, 
came to Mother Abbs6, and defird, that ſhe 
might be remoy'd our of the Common Infirmary ; 
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for fear of infeting others, Mother Abbeſs ree 


ply'd, That there was no need to remoye her, and that 5he 
might flay where she was, without any damage to the 


geſt, But the Zeal which this good Siſter had in 


her Office, moy'd her to urge it the ſecond time, 


which Mother Abbefs refus'd as before; yet fo 


great were the Siſters importunicies, as at laft to 
extort this extraordinary Reply from the Abbels; 
Good Sifter be not afraid, for if our Bleſſed Lady be in 
Heaven, none of my Religious ' shall take any harm from 


© phis mfeftion. She as well as al} that heard it, 
receiv'd this Anſirer with aſtoniſhment; and rho 


they found it afterwards true, yet they could ne- 
ver tell from whence their Abbels receiv'd ſuch an 


aſſurance, as ſhe here expreſt, ill after her Death ; 


when her Canfcſfor rold them , that when the 
Plague began, our Bleſl:d Lady appear'd to her, 
With all her Religious under her Mantle; aflu- 
ring her, that ſhe would prote& and preſerve 
them fram the Plague, The Reader would not 
wonder at the Relation of this Paſſage, had he 
been acquainted with the extraordinary Sandctity 
of Mother Taylor, the forefaid Abbefs ; but whar 
I ſhall have hereafter an occaſion to relate of 
her, will give him ſuch a knowledge of her 
Piety, and confidence in God, that he will not 
think ir ſtrange he ſhould reward it with ſo tingu= 


* Jar a favor. 


But to return to take a view of the 'Example 
of the Novices Humility. + She was never heard 
ro ſoy any thing in her own defence, whereby 
{be might extcnuate, or excule any imperfection : 

| Ou buy 


— 


———— 
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but was ſtill ready ro own, and take any fault 


ppon her, even where there. was" none, Her 
Modeſty would never ſuffer her ro admit of any 


 eommendation from others; nor her Humiliry 
from her ſ:|f; Tho ſhe was often put upon ſuch 


Diſcourſes, as would inevitably have forced ano- 
ther to it. When by Holy Obedience the 
was defir'd to ſpeak of her Converſion, the was 
ſo far from Attributing any thing of it ro her ſelf, 
that ſhe would wave all hzr own endeavours and 
attempts ; and ſtrive to perſwaJe them, that ir 
torally proceeded from the good Counſel and 
Example of others: Nor would the ever ſpeak of 


| her Family, of any paſſage in the World, of 


Brother Clare, or her Children, even when a fir 
occaſion was oftcr'd, unlels the was Commanded z 
and then with ſo much negle& and contempt of 
her ſelf, as creared an eſteem, and wonder 
in thoſe that heard her. Her carriage was 
moſt ſybmiſfſive and reſpe&tful to her Supe- 


riors, very affable and civil to her equals, and 6 


pbliging ro inferiors, as if they had been 


above her; and that the had ow'd a deference 


and obligation to. them. Many were her in- 
yentions to procure her own confuſion. Her 
ingenious Humiliry would make her find a fault 
in her ſelf, when there was none, and be glad 


of any occaſion, that might give her a ſubject of 


Morrtification. 
When ſuch kind of inventions fail'd her, ſhe 
caſt about ro be put upon ſome humble and 


abject Office, and would ſtrive to have it no fs 
”— > laborious, 
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Kborious, than humble ; yet ſhew'd no leſs 


promptitude of Obedience in leaving the ſme 
employment, when ſhe was found in it, and 
defir'd to do fo. She was a great lover of thoſe 
things, which carry repugnance to ſenſe, never 
ſhewing the leaſt appearance of averſion ; but was as 
compos'dand recolle&cd in doingthem, as if ſhe 
had been at her Prayer, or any other Spiritual Duty. 
On all other occaſions ſhe carried the ſame Spirit of 
Humility, and Gravity along with her, beging 
that tHe might by no means be exempred, from 
any thing that was to be done in the Commu- 
Nity. She was very often us'd to ſay with great 
_ affeion, That nothing however inconſiderable it was, 
exght tobe counted little, which is capable of pleaſing or 
diſpleafing Ged. 
- All theſe Humiliations were perform'd, with 
an entire ſubmiſhon :to her Superiors Orders : 
She aluays tokt upon Obedience as a faithful 
Guide, that could never miſlead ; or as an Oracle, 
Which never deceivid ; and as the diſtinive 
Mark. and Character of folid Devotion. Where- 
fore ſhe never conſulred her own thoughts, or 
followed the heat of her own fervor, without con- 
ſulting thoſe, whom ſhe reverenc'd as the Repreſen- 
eatives, or Vice-gerents of God. Tho theſe Ex- 
amples of ber Humility were ſignal ; yer, me- 
thinks, they were tranſcended by the following 
inſtances of her Obedicnce. | 

-. © Her chief endeavours were not only to execute 


whar was Commanded, but wholy to conform 


her Will, to the Will of her Superior. This 
ot. was 


The Life of the Lady WARNER toy 
was the Feſtby which ſhe try*dall her ations: The 
Voice or leaſt Sign of a Superior was ſutficient ro 
make her break of the Letter juſt begun, to quie 
any employment,as if ſhe never hadenter'd upon it. 
The leaſt Rule or Ceremony, ſeem'd greatin her 
Eyes, not conſidering ſo much. what was Comman- 
ded, as by whom. This readineſs in obeying was 
attended with a wonderful ftmplicity, the more re- 
markable ; becauſe as God had given hera ripe and 
ſolid Fudgmenrt, ſo {hz by a conſtant Sacrifice, had 
ſo Captivared her own ſenſe and opinion, thar ſhe 
arriv'd at the higheſt degree of Obedience, call'd 
that of the Underſtanding. There are ſo many 
fingular paſſages of this Kind in her Life, and io 
many undeniable proofs of this Virtue , that is 
would be no little injury done to this Holy Per- 
ſon, not to ſet down ſome of them. | 

It is a cuſtom amongſt fe Religious, who are 
profe(s'd, to have their black Vails new Dyed, 
once a Year; and all being order'd to give out 
their Vails for that purpoſe, ſhe with a Religious 
mpliciry puts hers, tho White ( as all thoſe 
_ of the Novices are) amongſt the reſt; ſuch. was 
her blind Obedience, and ſo exat was her en- 
deavour to interpret and execute her Superiors 
Commands, according to the Letter. Another 
time Mother Abbeſs and {he being in private to- 
gether , + the former was on a ſuddain call'd 
' away, upon ſome urgent bulineſs ro the Speak- 
houſe; who deſigning toreturn preſently, bid her 
ſtay there till ſhe came back : Bur-the bufinels 


ſhe went about, ſo rook up her thoughts, that 
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ſhe forgot her Command to the Novice, and 
rerurn'd no more ; This Obedient Soul ſtay'd 
here four Hours ; and tho in the mean time the 
Bells Rung ro ſeveral Conventual Obſervances ; 
yet ſhe remain'd fixt tothe place, where Obedience 
I:ft herz and had continued longer, if the Miſtreſs 
of the Novices, at laſt miſſing her, had not call'd 
her away. What follows is yet more ſurprizing, 
Theſe Nuns lye conſtantly in their Habits, and 

are therefore in the beginning not accuſtom'd to 
the way of oY themſelves, when they go 
to Bed; the Miſtreſs therefore, our of a deſire ro 


- give her a particular aſliſtance, knowins how 


much her tender Complexion requir'd ir, bid her 
not cover her ſelf, till ſhe came to do it; which 
{ht forgetting, they that call*d her in the Mor- 
ning, wondering 'to ſee her lye without a'Cover=- 
ter. in that cold Seaf8h, rold her Miſtreſs of it; 
which put her in mind of her own forgetful- 
neſs, and gave her a Knowledge of the Novices 
blind Obedience. L 

Therealſo happen'd another time, that a Ser- 
mon was Preached at a Cloathing upon this Text ; 


 Nigraſum ſed formoſz; I am black but comely ; from which 


the Preacher took occaſion to exhort the Spouſe, 
that was to take the 'Habir, to Humility; expre(- 
{ing how they were to make themſclves black to 
the Eyes of the World, to become more fair in 
the ſight of God: The Religious ſometime after 
ſpeaking of this paſſage, Mother Abbeſs jeſtingly 
ſaid ro Siſter Clare, You alſo Siſter Clare muſt black 
eur ſelf \he preſently after, took occaſion to go 

out 
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- out into the Kitching , where . [he black'd her 
Face and Hands all over, with the Soot of the Chim- 
ney, and return'd again to the place of Recrea- 
tion, with that Modefly and chearfu] Gravity, 
as if nothing had happen'd. This fight, in- 
ſtead of exciting - Laughter in thoſe that were 
preſent ,  mov'd them to Tears , to ſee whar 
an humble Sacrifice, ſhe had made of her ſelf to 
blind Obedience. ” 


| 0000000000900000000000000059900 


CHAP 7 


Her Interior and Exterior Moriification , her 
fiagular Devotion to the Bleſſea Sacrament , 
her M odefly and Recollections 


2 the no wonder, ſhe arriv'd tro ſuch a 
pitch of this ſimpliciry, ſince even at her 
firſt coming to Religion, among other practices 
of Virtues, which ſhe enjoynd her ſelf ; this was 
one, ſhe noted in her Book of good purpoſes : 
By the affiſtance of God's Grace, 1 will endeaypur at 
leaſt Ten times a Day to contradict my own VVill and 
 Tudgment , and willingly take all occaftons which the 
Divine Providence shall give me of doing it. So that 
without doubt, ſhe rook all thoſe accidental oc- 
caſions given her of contradicting her own Judg- 
ment, as ſent her by the Hand of Divine Pro- 
vidence, | 

| Nor 
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Nor were her Morrifications les than her O- 
bedience ; there was care taken leaſt ſhe 


Ahould exceed in the Macerations of her tender 


and delicate Body, which ſhe would havetreated 
with .the greateſt rigor, if leave had been gran- 


redher. Toſee herat Meals, was enough to have 


moy'd one to Devotion ; her Mod-ſty, and 


_ -Compolſure cf Body ; her Attention to the Rea- 


der; her Moderation .in Eating and Drinking, 
drew all Eyes upon her; tho {he ſeem'd to have 
none of her own ; attending wholy to the 
Interior Preſence of God; thereby making the 
moſt ordinary Actions Meritorious. Bur this 
conſtant Self-denyal, and ſearch of her greateſt 
Mortification in all things ; had by degrees ſo 
eryed up her radical moiſture, that ſhe ſuffer'd a 


.continual Thuſt; which our of Love to: Morti- 


fication ſhe would notendeayour to quench even 
at Meals, and would never Drink between them, 


thd with leave, the Rule, permits ir, But wt 
' need not wonder from whence ſuch an exact 
compliance with all theſe foreſatd Virtues pro- 


ceeded ; ſince they had ſuch an Origin, as ſhe 
her ſelf own'd ro a Siſter; who asking_ her , 
How. she could be ſo exat in all things > She 
reply'd, How can we be otherwiſe, when in all things 


. webthold Ged? This celeſtial Anſwer movy'd her to 


ask another Queſtion; Viz. VVhat she weuld do if 


 sbe were 1old, that she shculd Die within balf an hour ? 


She Anſwer'd, That 5he wculd neither change the place, 
wor the adticn, that Holy Obedicnce had ſet ber about ; 
becauſe she kjew. that in dving it , hs . performed 
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God's VVill. The other to try the eſteem which ſhe 
had of the preſent Action, carry d the Queſtion 
1 little farther; and asked her, VYherther she would 
| not procure in ſuch a caſe , the Sacraments of 'the Church? 
She imilirgly Aniwer'd, That none had a preater 
"Efteem and Veineration for the Sacraments than 5he bad; 
get she prefer'd the doing of God's VVill before any ad- 
wpantage, 5she could receive by them. = 

If her Recolled&tion were ſo great in indifferent 
Actions, we may gather that 'twas nor leſs in 
thoſe Religious Duties which immediarly tend to 
God's ſervice. Her Deyorion to the Divine Of- 
fice, appear'd ſufficiently by the care ſhe had of 
a punctual performance of it, in her Jourvy from 
Liege before mention'd. She never milt the 
exact time' of coming to the Quire; and tho 
ſhe hid leave of Mother Abbeſs ro fir up an 
hour after Quire, to ſpend that time in Mental 
Prayer ; yet ſhe left the Quire at the fame 
time with the rcſt- of the Religious ; Vhooſing 
rather to perfoim-. that Devorion in her Cech, 
and deprive her ſelf of the advantage of doing 
ir before the Bleſſed Sacrament ; than appear 
ſingular tho, in ſo good an action. The 
Religious who lay next- her, ſuſpefting- that {Ne 
retir'd to her Cell, rather to Pray than Repole, 
would now and then: on ſer purpoſe, miſtake her 
Door for their own; and ſtill found her pro- 
| frate. on-the ground, exercifing her ſelf in Pen- , 
' nance as well as Prayer; ' and Reverend Mother 
 Abbeſs Teſtifies, that ſhe neter enter'd her 
Cell upon any occaſion, bur ſhe found nl 
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this humble poſture, which ſhe allo conſtant- 
ly practic'd in the Quire; till ſuch time as ihe 
was forbid to do ſo, leſt it might impair her 
Health. hg | 

Bur there was nothing, to which her fervor 
carry'd her more , than to make frequent 


Viſits of the Bleſſed Sacramemt. Her Devotion 


to It, being without doubt augmented by that 
favor, which Almighty God beſtow'd upon her 
at Liege. This made the Religivus look upon 
her as a true Child' and Heiref, , of her Holy 
Mother St. Clare. She was:ſo Devout to this 
Myſtcry, that fixt in a deep Contemplation, ſhe 
would -kneel ſeveral hours together before it; 
withour the leaſt outward motion of her Body x 


Where ſhe was very often bath'd in Tears, 


that proceeded from thoſe joyful Aﬀecions , 
which ' repleniſhr her inflam'd heart, What 


theſe were, we may gather from ſome of then, 


which & ſhall here ſet down , as I have cx- 
trated them out of her Book : In which ſHe 
us'd to Treaſure up thoſe graces and favors, that 
Almighty God ar bach times repleniſht her with ; 
left tor want cf Regiſtring them ; ſhe might 
become forgetful of his benefits. Knowing very 
well that the beſt means. to obtain new Graces 
from ory God , is a grateful memory of 


thoſe benefits he has already beſtow'd 5 Gratitude 


no lefs obliging his Infinite Goodneſs, to a Ii- 


| beral giftiiburion of his Heavenly Treaſurcs; 


than ingratitude forcing him to ſtop the current 
of his boundlc6s liberality, | | 
. '- $6© May 
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Her AﬀetTions befort the Bleſſed 


Sacrament. 

*.* My God my All, when, will you 
« drown this drop of Bliſs, which you 
* hays given me, in the boundleſs O- 
*cean.of your Goodnels, from whence ir 
« flowd? LE 

- ,*Lord give _ me your Loye, 'tis., the 
«Life of my; Soul. The Body cannot 
*live without breathing ,, and what is 
**the Breath of my Soul, but your Loye? 
© The beams diſappear, when they are dif 
« united from the Sun, O Sun oF}uſtice, 
<* what 1s my, Soul, but a beam of lights 
* and how 1s itunited to you, but by your 


© Love ? = IO Ro og TE ot I  Te> 2h 
....«* Ah when ſhall I ſee: nothing bat 
*fyou ? Ths, in , you all Creatures? 
* When ſhall I give my ſelf all to.you, 
and be [nothing to my ſelf ? . Grane 
« Dear Lord , that when I give my ſelf 
*tro Exterior Afﬀairs, I may remain un- 
& deyided from ,you , and unchangd 
c« by them; and after 1 have finiſh'd them 
**rg your Glory, I may return to you, 
* without any ſpot or wrinkle -of Vanity 
 - H TT «<;0 
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" 0. by of obved”; 


in my Soul ; ſince *tis your goodneſs that | 
*© ves me, both to Will, -and ro Do. 
<« Ah when will that happy hour come, 
« that ſhall give'me afr'chtrance into E- 


<rernity ? Here Fleſh and . Blood hang 


<©heayy upon 'me, and Times and Seaſons 
< 1hrerrupt my Union, with my Beloved. 
«When will thact happy moment preſent ir 
« felf, wherein I rhay cry out? 1 have fonnd 
*f hin, whom my Soul Loveth. When' my 
« Yiſits to you, ' ſhall be "no more de- 
«termin'd to *Time not- Place ; | but be 
* bouridleſs © as: ri" - Where' neither 
coEeat | nor 'Cold, tiger nor'T hitſt , 
<*Pain nor Grief, Night 'nor Sleep can 
*interpole; to make a moments © epara- 
<*7idn: But an Eternal Day, EN Ever- 
<Hiting Joy, can Endefs. +2 hh 
« ſhall as this un-interrypred mon. 
-*Snch a fehicity' as neither human 'under- 


| «Tinting, ch fithom%'n6rthe Loxirious 


Ye 3ovent, \ OF whdn will that Joy- 

fat Day 7 yph, in which y 7 #all' be- 
wh 0g your beaurifol. Face ? Whey hall 
and be with Jon? For ever 
*©x6" abſt, "before your” Throne pf” Glo- 
ue 25 in Bliſ*Evertaſtmng,” 
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_ extreamly- wonder'd at; was, that if any thing 
"were wanting in the Quire; none ſooner per- 
-<ciy'd it than ſhe, nor could be more ready to 
-Fetch it; which made all believe , that ſhe had a 


particular Inſpiration at thoſe times, of what was 


1 wanting. © : 
nm *'© When any thing requir'd her Preſence , or 
"Affiſtance out of the Quire, in time of Divine 
Office; ſhe' was fo faithful, in a Pious Recital of 
/ Ir afterwards; that nothing could make her haſten, 
'Or run it over, faſter than ordinary : In which ſhe 
found ſuch comfort ; that not content with the 
'dayly Obligation, that all Religious have to recite 
it; ſhe bound her ſelf by a particular Vow, to 
' "#eonftant performance of this Religious Duty. 
And was ſo ſtrongly toucht in Reading it, that 
once Mother Abbeſs raking notice, that_in time 
'of the Office ſhe wept extreamly , askt her, 


If any thing trcubled her > Whereupgn,, ſhe 
Aviwer'd, 'That ber want of due compliatife, with 
what she had promis'd God a careful priformance of , 


"was that: which afflided her. This Anſwer f1I'd 
Reverend Mother Abbeſs with amazement, who 
had always been an Eye Witneſs of her conſtant 
-and exact performance of this obligation; having 
often oblery'd, that ſhe feem'd always to be, 
as it were rapt, in the Preſence of God, 
/whilſt ſhe recited it. - For as her Interior ſeem'd 
to be totally fixt upon Heayen, fo her Exterior 
"was fo fortified againſt diftrations, by a ſtrict 
- Yuard over her Senſes ; that 'twas almoſt impol- 
\Þble, that ſhe ſhould be the kaft' defeive 
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in this her-promiſe to Almighty God : Wherefore, 
theſe Tears were undoubtedly, rather a Mark of 
the Purity of her Conſcience, and an effect of 
thoſe Spiritual Guſts, with which his Divine Ma- 
jeſty had repleniſhr her Soul, as a reward of her 
Fidelity; than a ſign of any neglect of her Duty; 
as her Humility moy'd her to apprehend. 

One would think, that this rigorous filence, 
this exat cuſtody of ſenſes, and this continual 
Recolle@ion , would have render'd her :Conver- 
ſation, leſs diverting at thoſe times when Obedience 
gave liberty to ſpeak, and made herleſs diſpos'd, 
to help towards the innocent Recreation of 0- 
thers. But they were ſo far from it, that 


never any effects of dulneſs or melancholly were 


obſerv'd in her. And 'rwas art all times an af- 
fiction to her , to ſee any appearance of what 
lookt Moroſe or miſ-becoming, in any of the 
Religious, and much more in herſelf; and when 
ſhe perceiv'd by any ones looks, the leaſt ſign of 
melancholly or diſcontent; ſhe us'd her utmoſt 


. endeavours to divert them, in particular, God 


had been very liberal in giving her a ſeer and 


 obliging Nature, and ſhe was refolv'd never to 


hinder it's courſe ; bur diſpence thoſe Talents as 
liberally, as ſhe had receiv'd them. This made 
her Humor affable, her Converſation attractive, 
and extreawly welcome to all. And the Religious 
were us'd to ſay of her, That ſheperfealy 1 mitatedSr. 
Paul's example 2 Qnnibus omnia fatta, becoming alltoall, 
So chearful, ſo pleaſant, and ſo condeſcending ro e- 
yery ones capacity and humor, was this good Novice. 
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- This compottment of hers depended purely 
ypon the *good* Judgment, which God had be- 
ow'd opop her; - which gave her a happy con- 
du in, all her AQtions; "and fuch an infighe in+ 
ro the humors, ' and conſtitutions, of thoſe ſhe 
eoncerſt with; that thereby, ſhe qualified ker (e1f, 
for all ſorts 'of Tempers. She knew "when to 
be free in Recreation, and yer neverto abuſe thar 
freedormn 7 She could 'prefently diſcern” what ſort 
of Spiritual Diſcourſe” ( for they never us'd any 
other) was. moſt agreeable ro the Genius of the 
Perſons preſent; "and this' circumſpeRion , not 
only gave her-an extraordinary command over 
hcr {eIt; bur alſo a great Authority and Power, 
with thoſe ſhe Kept company wirhal. It was a 
Prerogarive' fimrgular to her f{-If , ro be at once 
free and prudent ,” chearful and . circymipe , 
| Spe and caſte, to be efteem'd and reſpetted, 
nd to be loy'd and reverenc'd, by thoſe who were 
moſt familiar wich her. T.- 


Nor can [ reſt farisfied with this general Cha- 
racer I have given of her Humor ; bur muſt 
deſcend -to thofe particulars, which the Religious 
have given me :' Who took notice, that 
wharever difficulty or indifpoſition ſhe fuffer'd, ſhe 
irgeniouſly diffembl'd thetn in time of Recreation : 
Being ay reſolv'd, to ' uphold and maintain 
the hour alarmed ro this ipnotent Paſtime ; by 
\ proviſion which ſhe Bid made, of fuck pleaſant 

piritual Stories; as (crv'd"nidt oply ro divert the 
hearers, bur” extire 'rheni 49 the Love of God ? 
Yer was never 'Known t0. expreſs even rhe leaſt 


fi gn 
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Ggn of impatience whilſt others related theirs; ha” 
ving. nd inclination: ro ingroſs the Diſcourſe x9 
: . her ſelf, in which ſhe carefully wav'd whatever 
' in the leaſt related ro her {If or Family. Her 
' punctual obſcryance of the Conſtitutions in ſpeak= 
ing ſpiritually, was the more wonder'deat by the 
Community ; becauſe. ſhe having been a Perſon 
in the World, whoſe Quality and Education, 
muſt neceſſarily have furniſhr her with many \ex- 
traordinary patlages, the Relation of which would 
have bcen very diverting; yer nothing was ever 
heard from her Month, which tended not either 
ro the Praiſe of Virtue, or to the Love of God. 
Neither did the energy, with which ſhe ſpoke of 
Heavenly things, give any trouble or Mortift> 
cation at all, tothoſe rhar heard her; no m ore than 
their Diſcourſes didever give her; which appear'd by 
that conftantand extraordinary ſerenity of counte- 
_ nance, ſhe particularly ſeem'd to'put on, in time of 
Recreation: Which was hereby no lefs promoted, and 
animared by her, whilſt others ſpoke, than when 
ſhe ſpoke her ſelf, Bur whilſt with a conſtant and 
un-interrupted Progreſs, ſhe thus cheariully ad- 
vanc'd in the pl aſant path of Perfefion ; be- 
hold God (who knew her fideliry) permitted a 
great andunexpected Storm, tobe rais'd againſt her; 
{o much'the more ſenfible, becauſe it depriv'd her 
not only of 4 near Relation; bur by his Dearh ocs 
cafi6n'd a delay of: that happineſs, {h- ſo much _ 
thirſte& after, and thought her ſelf, even ready 
to polls ;. F;z. that of her Profcfſion, or Eſpou- 
fals' with Chriſt, 
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The bappy, the untimely Death of Mr. Francis 


Warner; and how this, and ſeveral other 
'  EY0ſs and anexpetted accidents which happen'd 
#0 Sir Jenn 3 retarded her Profeſſion : To 
which the Enemy endeavoar a,to make even her 
ſeif inftrumental ; and hgv She diſcover d, and 


Cencrouſly overcame, his crafty Temptations. 


4 ns I may the hetter perform my promiſe, 


made in the Contents- of this Chapter, of 
giving the Reader an account, of the happy tho 
untimely' Death of Mr. Francis V Varner, | hope 
'twill. 'not appear too great a digreſſion , from 
what I have undertaken. ro Write ; if I relate 


a 'Iittle ar large ſuch Circumſtances z' as may 


conduce ro a perfe& knowledge of his Death : E- 
ſpecially fince 'rwas 'an un-expected hindrance, 
of 'her happy Profeſſion, ſhe fo earneſtly de- 
i oe... 

In the Month of Ianuary, 1667. Mr. Francis 
VVamner came 'over to give' his Brother,a Viſir; 
thereby to expreſs his Gratitude, no leſs for the 
Eſtate -he had given bim , than for having been, 
ander God, the chief occaſion of his-Convcrfion ; 
as allo to be convinced, as well from his Mouth, 
as he had been from his Pen, of the great fatis- 

1 _ TOO faction 
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faction he experienc'd, in rhe Religious State. he 
had undentaken. In his way to Liege, ayhe paſled 
through the Low-Countries, he Viſited ſeveral Re- 
ligious Houſes; and amongſt others, the Engligh 
Carthuſians at Newport: Where the admirable order 
and chearfulneſs, he beheld amongſt them, a- 
midſt fo great Solitude and Auſtericy ; had al- 
ready, by the influence of Gods Grace, ſo touche 
his Heart; that he reſolv'd to follow his Brothers 
example in quitting the World; as ſoon as he 
could compals it, by a ſctclement of his Afﬀairs 
in. England ; But ſaid nothing of rhis his 
deſign, . till one Night at Liege, he and his Brother 
being alone togzther, he ask'd ro borraw his 
ſquare Cap ; which, pulling of his Periwig, he 
ur on; asKing his Brother, If it became bins 
Who Anſwer'd, That it became him very well , and 
that he did not doubt, but if God gave him inclinations 
70 4 Religious State, that he would find the ſame happi- 
neſs and ſatisfaftion in it, as he himſelf had done. Mr. 
Francis VVarner hereupon, reply'd with . Tears, 
That he was ſorry he bad not profited by bis Education at 
Schools he wisht he had done; fince by reaſon of this neglet, 
be could not now be ſo happy, as to be his Brather alſo 
in Religion: But added, That he had made 4 Reſolu- 
tion of becoming 4 Carchuſian ; in which Order, Litere- 
ture was not ſo. abſolutely neceſſary, as in the Society - 
FVVhere they tended, not only to their own PerſeffFion ; but 
\ Mlſa-to the PerfeFien of their Neighbor : And. thas he 
floubred not, but that he should meet with the ſame con- 
gent amongſt the Carthufians ; which be expreſt, to have 
already experieus d inthe Society : VVherefore hs hag 
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yo baften back, 16 England; there to ſettle his Eſtate, 
and to take Graveling and Watten j# his way thither ; 
and that at the laft place, he defign'd to make the Spiritual 
Exerciſe; to ſee whether this Vocation 10 be a Carthu- 
fian, were from God or no; and if* he found it were, 
' that be might thercby.be ftrengthen'd , to overcome all 0b- 
ftactes, that should oppeſe or retard the execution, of what 
God bad infpir'd bim to undertake. 

You may well imagine how overjoy'd Brother 


Clare wasar this welcome, th6 un-exſpetted News ; 


and With what ſcafonable Counſels, he ſeconded 
his Brotbers Pious intentions : * Who reſolving 
forthwith to leaye* Liege, Brother Clare defir'd 
him, to take his two Daughters, who were til! 
with the Vrſulins, along with him ; to conduct 
them to the Englich Monaſtry of Benediftine Dames 
at Gant : Whether | he carry'd them very ſafe. 
Hence he continu'd his Journy towards Graviling 
* both to Viſit his Siſters there, and togive them an 
account of the welfare of his Neeccs, and of their 
removal from Liege tro Gant. You may imagine 
bow overjoy'd they were to ſee him ; bur the joy 
his preſence gave them, was nothing in compa- 
riſon of that which the welcome news, of his 
defign of leaving the World occafion'd. From 
thence he went to VPatten, where he made Eight 
Days Exercife : In which retirement, by the light 
and union of the Holy GhoRt, he was thoraw= 
ly conyined,, that kis Vocation unto rhe Holy 
Order of Cartbafians,” was an Inſpiration from Hea- 
ven: Whierefore, having ended his retreat, he 
haften'd to Newport; as well once more to take 2 

view 
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@ view of that place, in which he reſfolv'd to end. 
his Life; as ro Embark from thence for Ewg-. 

He ſtay'd here longer than he intended, im 
expectition of fair weather ; but ir continu'd 
Stormy lo very long, that his impatience, of com- 
paſſing the happy State he ainvd at, caus'd him 
co urge the Maſter of the Packet- boat, ro venter 
out to Sea, in_that Stormy weather. The Maſter, 
overcome by his earneſt intreaties and large pro= 
miſcs, hoiſted: Sail ; bug inſtead of ſteering our of 
the Harbor, fell foul on a Sand banck ; where 
the Veſlel ſtuck fo faſt, that the flowing Tide 
quickly fill'd ir with Warer;z and the boiſterous 
Waves waſht thoſe oyer Deck, who came up 
to fave their Lives : Amongſt theſe was Mr, 
IVamer, who as the Wayes carry'd him into the 
Sea, cry*d out ro thoſe, who to ſave themſelves 
were got .upon the Shrouds ; conjuring them, it 
they elcap'r, to letthe Carthuſians Know the manner 
of his Death ; and how earneſtly he defir'd, they 
would Pray for the Repoſe of his Soul. Some few 
that eſcaped, afrec the. Tide was fallen fo low as 
to permit them, acquainted the good Fathers with 
his earneſt requeſt; which they nor only granted, 
by Praying for his Soul; but expreſt the greatneſs 
of their Charity, by an earneſt ſearch after” his 
Body'; which thar ir might be the better found 
our, they gave a diſcription of the Rings, they had 
obſerv'd upon his frngersz Which being brought 
by a S-aman, ' to a Goldiinith to be Sold ; the 


. Goldfinith found them ro be the ſame, the 


Carthuf aug 
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124 The Life of the Lady WArNER, ; 
Carthuſians had deſcrib'd to him ; and told the Perſon |: 
that brought them , rhar if he would diſcover 
where the Body was, he would procure him a re- |; 
ward, that ſhould nor be inferior to the value of |; 
the Rings ; which he undertaking to do, the 
Goldfmich order'd him, to acquaint the Procurator 
of the Carthafians where it was ; who went with him 
fo the Sea-ſhore , where he uncoverd the 
Body, he had buried in the Sand's Which they 
knew to be Mr. VV.mer's, by irs wanting thoſe 
fingers the Seaman had. cut. off, not being able 
otherwiſc to get off his Rings. The Carthuſtans 
preſently took care, decently ro Bury his Body 
amongſt their own Religious ; he having plainly 
declar'd himſelf 2 Carthufian in defire ; tho Provi- 
dence permitted not, his being one in effe&:; Whoſe 
innocent Life, deſery'd as a reward, a Death; 
which tho ſuddain, ſhould nor be un-prepar'd. 
It happen'd on the 3d. of April 1667. 
©. Bur to: return, to the Diſcourſe I have inter- 
rupted, with the Relation of this paſſage ; his 
fuddain and unexpeted Death was a double 
Morrification and' afflition- to Siſter , Clate; firſt, 
for the loſs of fo near a Relation, for whom ſhe 
' had a very'particular eſteem ; ſecondly, becauſe 
by his Death her Profeſſion would neceſſarily be. 
deferd: She evidently foreſeeing, that this un- | 
fortunate accident; would coſt Brother Clare ® | 
J ourny into England, inorder to make a new ſertle- | 
ment of his Eſtate, which could nor poſſibly be 
diſpatchr, by the Month of 4uguft; which was the 
Ume prefixt forthe folemn wilt} | 


ng of their Vows. 
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Bur the ſame hand that ſent theſe Affligi- 
ons, intended them as a tryal to improve theix 
Merit; and for that end, largely diſtribured his 
Divine Grace, to encourage them to a chearful 
Reſignation... 

T he neccſlity PIG IK of making another ſer- 
lkement, ſummon'd Brother Clare to Enpland; and 
forced him with ſorrow to re-aſſume his Title, 
rogether, with 'his Eſtate; and with them thoſe 
troubleſome .cpncerns, from which he had alittle 
before , ſo. happily diſengag'd binleft,, "I 
Being come to London, the Enemy reſolv'd ro 

ive him as, uncaſie a welcome , as he. had had a 
four thither ; for his Steward (to: whom he 
ad given notice of his arrival) ſent; an expres 
to inform him, that he himſelf was pur in Priſong 
that his Houſe had been. ſearch'd * : by Order. of 
the Lord Lieutenant of the County ; . that they 
had taken away all the Arms they found; and 
had ſet a Guard upon it.  This., fell .our abour 
the ſame time that the Dutch deſign F to. Land: in 
England, and appear'd upon the Coaſts, of -Suffelk; 
about Seven Miles diſtarrt from his Houle : Where- 
upon ſome. Malitious Perſons gave our, that he 
was privately come into England, and lay hid;in 
his own Houſe at Parham, with 2 (great many 
more Papiſts, he had broughr along with him 
to joyn the Dutch. Sir John ( whoſe, Family as 
well as himſclf, had always been Loyal Sufferers 
for the King) was more concern'd to be accus'd 
of ſuch black Crimes, as Treaſon and Rebellion 


were ; than he would have been, for any other 
accuſation 
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accuſation, they could haye laid to. his charge. 
Wherefore, he went**immediatly to a friend 
and. Neighbor of his /, ' then in Lijidon , and 
Major of the Kin s Guards; defiring him to ac- 
quaint his Majeſty, with what had:paſt ;* but the 
Major thought it more proper to accompatiy him 
to the Countels of Suffolk ; to acquaint "Ker with 
what had been done by her Husbands, 'the Lord 
Lieutenants* Order. They Went together to my 
Lady, whom the Major inforin'd of all” that had 
paſt; -and: moreover affur'd her Ladylhip ; the 
King would 'nor be 'well pleas'd ſhould he hear 
of theſe proceedings, againſt a Perſoh' of whoſe 
Fidelity and: Loyalry he was convitiezd;, and for 
which he himſelf was ready'ro Anfwer. © Upon the 


£ 


Jajors Teſtimony', try Lady Writ a Letter to 
ter Husbind the Eatt*of Suffolk ,. in, which [he 
Sequainred{/him of what the Major had. inform'd 
Her; Yefiring him to 'thake 'Sir 10h what amends 
be could” for 'whar, ' by. His Authority had been 
uRted apainft Him ;\ which Letter ſhe pave to Sit 
Jobs; who! itnmediatly took Poſt; and deliver'd 
i himſelf rhe fiexr Morning: to my ,Lord, from 
whom he Teteiy'd as 2 binngh of it; as could 

-brexpictet}} for. my L wy 
Order, for*the mKing His Steward" out of Priton ; 
for the diſchage of tht'Gyards,” that were ſer up- 
en his "Houſe"; 'and for. the Reſtjcutidn of his 
Arras. | My Lord moreover afſur'9; him,, the the 
former Orders he had given, 'were rather to ſc- 
care his Houſe from .the Rabble,. that threatned 
to pull it down; than our, of the leaſt Jſulpition, 
4 a OT 


ord gave him preſently an 


came:;to Congratulate his arrival ; Ex 
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or daubt of bis Loyalty. Moſt. of the Infarmers 
and chicf Actors To) this buſineſs, living ghee? 
lingham , a Mile beyond his ;Houſe, . he cho 


firſt ro go -thither ; ft the news of his re- 
turn. fo his Heute, might Fifs a ſecond alarumy, 
and create new-troubles. Upon his way,. he,mer 
ſeveral Gentlemen. of his acquaintance, who ac- 
companied him to. the Town aforeſaid z yhere he 
was no ſooner enter'd, but. the chict 73 407 
their ſorrow, - tor what had happen'd 5 
ſence ;_ and deſiring him - not to belicye.any of 
them, the cauſe of ir: And moreover, manifeſted 
their joy for his return , by Ringing of the Bells. 


.. + This ſecond Storm the Enemy had rais'd, be- 


ing thus happily appeas'd; Sir lohn return'dto-Loy- 
dons; there to make a ſettlement of his Eſtate, up- 
on his ſecond, and now only. Brother, Mr. Edmamd 
PFFarier, a Merchant in London. Here Sir Iobt met with 

is. Father-in-law, .Sir Thomas Hanmer, to whom he 
pave an account, how he defign'd to ſerrle his Eflate ; 


telling him, he intended, inſtead of the Six Thoy- 


fahd Pound, which according to the Articles of 
Marriage, _ he was oblig'd to give his Daughters, 
to ſertle. upon them the Mannor of Boyton,worth 
Four | Hundred , Pound a Year, Sir | Thomay n= 
ftead of raking kindly this great addition to. his 
Grand-childrens: Portions, - a5 Sir Iobn expected he 
would: have done, declar'd; that he Jookt upan 
'theſe Lands, he defign'd to give them , as. nexc 
to..nothing ; becauie they were Abby Lands, 


which never thrive with the owncrs ;, but like a 
jo Moth, 
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Moth, by little and little inſenfiblely ear up 
the reſt 'of their Eſtates. Sir Thomas told him 
moreover, that he cafily perceiv'd what his de- 
fign was, in giving theſe Lands tro his Daughters; 
Fiz. Thar out of a Scruple of Poſſeſſing chem, 
they ſhould be in a manner forc'tro make them- 
ſelves, Nuns; that thereby they might reſtore 
'themi.to the Roman Catholic Church, to which 
'they ' formerly . belong'd. Sir John wonder'd 
'thar. a Proteſtaht as Sir Thomas was, ſhould 


I Seruple at the Poſſeſſing of ſuch Lands, or 


have a'doubt of the juſt Tirle of their owners ; 
which thar he miphr free him from, Sir John gave 
'him . the ſame Anfirer he had receiv'd, from his 


Whit he was thus buſied ih getting the Writings 
ner ft, the Enemy Rtill to retard the execution 
of his dtfizn, ro which the ſetreIment was a nece(- 
fary means ; Tais'd another Srorm , far different 
"from the former, and far more ſurprizing and af- 
"flicking ;'by reaſon he made vſe of his Lady to 


<& it.; and moy'd het alſo, by ſuch 
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as were ſo much the more dangerous, by how 
much they carried an appearance of Picty along 
with them + And conſequently were the more apt 
to deceive her, who ſought no ſcfs Gods greater 
_ Glory, than her own greater contempt in all things. 
Of all which Father Martin Green ; then Rector of 
Patten, inform*d Sir lobnby a Letter, in which he 
alſo defir'd him to defiſt from making any,further 
ſertlement , till he had heard again from him; 
becauſe the Enemy being not a little buſie in 
diſquieting Siſter Clare z he knew not whe- 
ther his Malice might not end, in perſwading her 
to return again to the World ; having by crafty 
pines diſſatisfied her with the place, where 

e was. In the mean time Father Thomas 
VVerſley went to. Graveling ( who had been for 
ſome time her Dire&tor) to try if he could dit- 
fipate ſuch difhiculties, as the Enemy had 
rats'd and endeavour'd to foment; not much un= 
like thoſe he had ſuggeſted at Liege ; Viz. That 
God call'd her ſtil! ro a ſtricter Order, than this 
was; that here ſhe fourid roo much <&ſteem and 
reſpet; and therefore it would be more grateful 
ro God to go amongſt Strangers ; where ſhe 
might be freed from the too great civility, and 
kindneſs, ſhe experienc'd amongſt the English = 
That there were Orders flill ſtricter than this, 
where ſhe could find no impediment of entering, 
as ſhe did among the Carthyftaneſſes. Hereupon, 
ſhe Mortifted her ſelf above what the Rule at 
fowed,, thinking a Liberty in that Kind Jawful, 


and upon this, gave what ſcope the was able - 
L thoſe 
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thoſe Auſterities, to which this Rigorous, but 
falſe Spirit drew her, upon prexence to gain light 
from Heaven. Afﬀl which without doubr could not 
be from God, fince the Auſterity of this Rule 
was as great, as her ftrengrh of Body was able 
to bear: And that you may the hetter judge of 
this, I wilt give you here a ſhort account of 
their ſtri and fevere manner of living. 

The Convent is Commodioufſly and Neatly 
Built, but a true Emblem of Poverty : Their 
Cells are not long enough , for one of an ordi- 
nary Stature to lye at full length; . and therefore, 
when they ſteep they almoft fir upright in their 
Beds; which are not two foot and a half 
broad; and the Cell is no broader, beſides 
what the Bed takes up, than to give room, 
enough for a fingke perſon to go in and 
out : All their furniture, 1s a little low Stool 
ro fit upon, and a Straw- bed and Bofſter (or if 
Sick a Pillow of. Chaff) upon which they lye in 
their Habits, having a Blanket to coyer them. 
They wear no Linnen ; go bare-foor, having on- 
ly Sandals; riſe at Midnight; abſtain all their life 
time from Fleſh ; and Keep ſuch a Faſt all the 
_ Year, except Sundays, as we doin Lent. Their 
Cells were then only ſeparated with Bricks, without” 
any Plaiſtring upon them; bur the preſent Biſhop of 
St, Omers, in his laſt Viſit, gave order to have them 
Plaiſter'd. Their Tables in the RefeQory are 
never cover'd, and they Eat only in Earthen 
Diſhes. Notwithſtardinz this extttzam Poverty, 
the Neatnels that is obſery'd in their Dormitory, 


Quire, 
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Quire, RefeRtory and Cell; is ſuch, as Charms 
the Eyes of all, that by the Biſhops leave, are 
permitted ro enter: And the cheartulneſs of theſe 
Mortificd Souls, their freſh colour, the healthful 
and ycuchtul looks even of Ancient Perſons, 
are ſuch ; as ſtrike admiration into thoſe that be- 
hold, and converſe wich them. One would have 
imagin'd, that Siſter Clire needed not to have 
thought uf any other Rigorous Life , than what 


ſhe tound here; and that ſhe could nor think of 


greater Auſtcrity, than was here practisd, Hows- 
ever, at Jength Father VVorſley, convinced her, 
that this ſceming Call ro greater Mortificatien, 


,was only a deceit of the Enemy, to hinder her 


from the happineſs of a Religious State, ſhe fo 
much deſ11'd ro embrace : Which he endeavour'd 
firſt co make herdefer, that he might have the mote 
time to exerciſe his Malicious deſign upon her, 
of making her quite lay aftde, what ſhe had fo 
Piouſly undcrtaken., | Theſe Reaſons ſo ſuc- 
ecf5fully mov'd her , that howſoever cunningly 
the Train was laid by the Enemy, it took no 
efledt; for ſhe, following the advice of her Con- 
feſlour , refolvd for the future to regard ſuch. 
thoughts as Temptations ; and that nothing hereafter 
ſhould ever hinder her from a ſpeedy execution 
of what {he had before ſo earneſtly defir'd, Viz. 
The making of her Profeſſion in this place, 
W hereupon, finding again that Peace of Mind 
return, {he had loſt, ever ſince ſhe had given way to 
theſe Temptations; ſhe was mov'd to expreſs her 
ſubmiſſion ro the Will of God, declar'd to per 

F I þ er - 
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her Confcflour, in this following , humble and 
 ſubmiflive At; which finding in her own hand 
amongtt her Papers, I thought it would not be 
vrgrateful to the Reader, to fet it down at large, 
having a Scruple to ſhorten what I found ſo folid 
and moving. 


| Her 48 of Submiſfon, 


*O. moſt merciful Lord God, the Re- 
*fupe of alldiſtreſſed Souls; when I con- 
ſider that Immenſe Ocean of your Pree 
*rogatives, and Divine PerfcRions, in 
«Relation ro my own nothing, and de- 
« merits, | am wholy confounced, and 
Exrtrerly aſham'd to appear before your 
© dreaaful Majeſty, or to life up mine 
'<«F yes towarcs Heaven. But your infi- 
* nite Goodneſs and Mercy, gives me con- 
* fidence to acknowledge my Imperfeai- 
'*© ons; for when my ſtubborn, and diſfo- 
« bed1ent Will was in the full Career of 
* my miſleo Life, your powerful hand 
**was ple.s'd to put a ſtop to my proceed- 
**<1n5s ; and to 1rfuſe the Jight of your 
* Divine Fanh into my Soul : hereby dil- 
*«\ipating the thick Clouds of Ignorance 
«and Firer. which caſt a Vail over my 
*Gecerved  Ungdciitandings You: were 

p not 
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© not only pleas'd ta da this my God, hue 
**ro call me hikewiſe ta Religion ; and 
« when, adviting with thoſe Directors 
*«<you were pleagd to give me, I found I 
* had made a wrang Choice at Lieze, and 
© thereby occaſion'd my own, and Brother 
© Clares afflition ; you kindly bronght 
© me thence, and according to your {weet 
« Providence, tho I was ſo miſerable as nat 
*to know and acquieſce in it, placzd me 
*©1in this Holy Community. Nor could [ 
| © here be content, but muſt ſtill be wan» 

 ©©qdering (tho my God you know [thought it 
« was to pleaſe you more) being lodeluded 
& and blinded, as to make my own choice, 
* and reyerſeths Doom, that you had fix; 
«till you put me aguninto the righe way, 
*O! let me know my unworthineſs, of 
«ſuch favars, that I may unfeignedly 
« depreſs my ſelf, and exalt your great- 
* neſs and goodneſs in my Soul: Ler me 
© haye a trus delire to bs contemn'd, and 
© deſpis'd by all, and trod upon as an 
«© abjet Worm. Wezan my Soul from all 
; © deſires, thar may contradit your Will; 
*© make me ready to forſaks my own Sznſe, 
*©crample ſelf-love under my feet, and 
« wholy transform my Wall into yours. 
« Give me patience to ſuffer, any injuries, 
EY © pain 
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pain, poverty, ſickneſs, ſhame, or any 
* thing elfe, that you ſhall think exp?d1ent 
© for me, and ſhall in mercy ſend me, I 
« geſerve worle than what I have named, 


© and I deſire to fuffer more; that I may 


«have the more reſemblance ro my ſuffer- 
ing Savior, whom by my tranſgreſſions 
*] hays ſo often Crucifted. O!. my 
Te deareſt Lord, I am heartily forry, and 
& orieyed to the very bottem of my 
* heart; that IT have offended fo good a 
& God, and thereby defery'd an Eternal 
** Puniſhmenc : But your Mercy hath ſpai'l 
**me hicherto, to the end I might be cnn- 
*c verted and live. Pardon me thetcefore, 
_ FO my compaſſionate Father, Pardon 
your now Tepenting and returning 
** Child ; O' that could Ive my hfe ovec 
* a0ain, and corret my former Errors; 
© 1 would afſuredly ſquare all my Actions 
*to that moſt certain Rule, your Hol 

- ©eWill. From henceforward, F Fully polo 
"and reſolve to make what return I am able 


*toyour many favors. Your holy preven- 


* ring Grace made me a Catholic , the 
« fame affilting me, I reſolve, firmly and con- 


*\tantly to adhear to this Church, of which 


*you have made me a Member, and out 
*of which there is no Salvation; Ile 
«;jnt:rely 
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* intirely embrace her ſaving Faith, and 
«© practice her wholeſome Dodrin to my 
« dying Day. Your Hoiy Grace made «r 
«a Poor Clare, by the afliſtance of it, [ 
«will l:ve and die one. To the Throne 
*« of your Divine Majeſty, I humbly pre« 
«ſane theſe my Defires, Intentions and 
* Reſolutions, to be there Ratified and 
*« Confirm'd by the Merits of my Dear 
« Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus; and by the 
© Interceſſion of his ever Glorious Mo- 
«ther, the Virgin Mary. For the 
*<{peedy and exact execution hereof , 
©] crave with all Submiffion and Hu- 
© mility, the Afﬀiſtance and Prayers both 


&« of the Charch Militant and Trims» 
* phatit, 
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Her Letter, in Anſver to one Sir John Writ 
' #pon the ne\vs of her deſires to leave 
Graveling. Nev b:naerances of her Pro- 
feſjion, by the delay of the extcutton of a 
Commiſien out of Chancery, and Death of 
Mother Taylor , Abbeſs of the Poor 
Clares. | 


Ir 1obs VVarner, knew nothing yet of this re- 
| ſolution, but upon the Letter which he re- 
fery'd from Father Green bcforemention'd ; he 
Writ forthwith to Siſter Clare, and defir'd the 
Abbecſs ro give his Letter Scal'd into her own 
hands; and that ſhe might have the ſame Li- 
berty of tranſmirting her Anſwer, without ſhow- 
Ing it to any one. In his Letter, he fignificd 
his concern, for her thoughts of leaving Grave- 
ling; that he fear'd it was a deceit of the Enemy, 
to make her lay aſide at laſt the happy enter- 
prize ſhe had undertaken of quitting the World 
gelling her, that iftheſe Tryals ſhe had made of a 
Religious State, gave her an occaſion to repent 
of her undertaking, ir was hetrer ſooner than 
later, to declare her Mind, before he made any 
tarther ſertlement of his Eftate ; and that he mw” 
FI > > Bent 
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fident ſhe could not be ſo far ignorant of his 
Aﬀection, as to think, that to make himſclf 
happy, he would expoſe her to fo great a Mi- 
ſery, as the- entring into that State againſt her 
Will, would occaſion; and therefore as he had 
left the World purely in obedience to whar 
he thought God's Call, and nor out of any 
want of that reciprocal Aﬀec@ion, he was ob- 
lig'd ro have for her; ſo, unleſs ſhe had the 
ſame content in this Stare, as he had found; 
he ſhould not look upon it as areal Call from God, 
bur as a tryal only thatAlmighty God had given him, 
of his Obedience; ſeeing, that promiſe he had 
| made to her in Marriage, oblig'd him not to 
make that ſeparation they were about, with- 
our her free and full conſent ; and therefore, 
defir'd her freely to dilcover her Mind to him, 
aſſuring her ; whatever it was, it ſhould not in_ 
the leaſt leſſen that conſtant Aﬀe@ion, ſhe had 
ever receiv d from him, 

This Letter came. not tocher hands, till after 
ſhe had taken a Reſolution of ſtaying , and 
. making her Profeſſion at Graveling, and there- 
| fore, underſtanding the trouble he was in (which 
was a great affliction to her) {he immediately 
Anſivers his Letrer, to pur him out of that pain, 
which the Letter he had receiv'd from Father 
Green, concerning her deſires to remove from 


Grepeling, had occation'd. 


Dear 
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Dear Brother, | 


I Muſt confeſs your apprehenſions have filled 
| + my heart With ſatncſs; but bleſſed be God 
( vho groves ſtrength to all) I doubt not, but 
all vill conduce to the making ns more pleiftng 
in his fizht. I receio'd your Letter, aid Read 
it vith that liberty you defar'd,” and nov An- 
Swv:r you with the ſame freedom ; Whev:- 
fore, I beſcech you be 4fſurd, that all 1 ſhall 
fay comes from my heart, as ſpeaking in the 
preſence of God, and Without confideration of 
any Creature. And firit as to my ſelf”, aficr 
beging upon my Knees, that you Wil forgive 
me the infinite toſs of time, and trouble I have 
caufd you , both in Spiritua! and Temporal 
concerns; I do aſſure you by Gods great mercy, 
I delire nothing in this World, but to make my 
Profeſion in this Bleſſed Order and Houſe ;, and 
that without the leaft motive ariſing from you, 
or any thing imaginable but God's holy Will ; 
Who of his unſpeakabl: Goodneſs has himſelf as 
#t vere (if | may preſume 10 ſay ſo) plas'd 
me here, where I may truly ſerve him. I 
hope fince he has given me this real deſire, he 
Will be pleas'd to move this Holy Community, 
zo accept of me, tho he byows hoy unworthy 
1 am of it ; vat I have not as get beg'd their 
 Paices. TJ cannot but think Gods Mercy, and 


Jour 
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your Induſtry will ſoon compaſs an end of all 
Aﬀairs; ſo that we may ſ1on make our Pro- 
ſefion. Now ar to Temporal buſineſs, I do 
not only from th: bottom of my Soul reſien all 
right to What you of your cherny had erven 
me, but 10 all the other Rights ad Titles 
Whatever, (except the Portion for this Honſ*, 
agreed on at parting ) and 1 bliſs God a 
Million of times, Who gives me Grace and leave 
to doit, If 1 had ns many Worlds it Would 
be ( as I hope ) my fir# 4 to l:ave them. 
1 Was not worthy to hav? ben favird by 
God ith ereat thine:, to have given them back 
aram to him, but in 2ivinz you to my dear 
Savior { which I do With ail my Soul, and 
with all joy and thankfuln'ſs, to his Infinite 
Goodneſs , Fho gave me this Grace) 1 muit 
needs ſay, thit I priſent him more, than 
Riches can comprehend: And if I Would have 
beg'd of God, to have given me one, of whom 
1 might have made a moil perfed Sacrifice, 
and in vhoms 1 only, an purely liv'd by Chaft 
and paſſionate Aﬀection , it muſt have been 
your ſelf. Therefore, all bleſſing honor and 
praiſe be to his Divine Majefy, Who 3s all, and 
does all, and from Whom all good proceeds : 
Whom I mo#t humbly beſeech, to give us his 
Holy Grace, ſo to think on him now, that ve 
way think it an injury to Out _ to 

| ave 
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have any thought of one another hereafier; | 
but in him, and in order to his Honor and 
Glory. Now let me dejire you dear Brother, 
is take courage, and to behold our dear Savivr, 
Tho ,is not only vith you, but Vill ſycerly and 
ef ficacicuſly bring all your buſineſs 10 a happy 
iſſue. Methinks I ought to alſur: my [if 
would rot have givin you thiſe tryals 
(Which I know hve been very great and ſc vere) 
| but that out of his end/eſs Love, he intend. d 
at the ſame time to (hex his Rrength in you, 
and make you more his : Since yow command 
me, 1 Shall mo#t carneilly brg of him, that he 
Will ſo unite ycu to himſelf, that you become 
that, for which alone you were Created : And 
FT beſecch you to beg this for me, that I may 
be dead to all Creatures, as Well as to my 
 fetf, and live ovlyto, and in him. O Bleſſed 
State ! When shall we arrive to it? 


ET, £ <0 ay 


Your moſt unworthy 
Siſter 1n our deareſt 
Savior, 


CLARE of JEsus. 


As. 
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As ſoon as Sir Iohn received this welcome 
Letter, he renews his Orders for the finiſhirg 
with all ſpeed the fertelment of his Eſtate, upon 
his Brother Mr. Edmund Varner, as before men- 
tion'd; in order to which, the Lawyers ac- 
> 1 00 him *"rwas neceſſary , that a Fine ard 

ecovery ſhould be ſufferd, to cut off my 
Ladies Jointure, and to pur his Brother into fs 
full a Poſſcfſion of the Eſtate, as might take a- 
way all Scruples from thoſe, he might treat with, 
concernivg a Match : For the doing of this 
'twas neceflary ro fend over a Commiſſion our 
of rhe Chancery; as alſo, Commiſſioners along 
with it, that might both examin her, and teſtifie 
to the Court her free Renunciation to all, orany 
part of the Eſtate ſhe might in Law lay claim to. 
Hereupon Mr. Parmentier, went with Orders to 
take one Monſieur Moulin, a Merchant of Calls, 
along with him to Graveling, nam'd allo a Com- 
miſſioner, by the Court, for what concern'd this 
buſineſs. | 

Sir Iohn alſo, Writ by the Poſt, to give my. 
Lady an account of the Commiſſioners, that 
were ſent to examin her, whether ſhe were con. 
rented to have a Fine and Recovery pals in Chan= 


are ur off all her future claim to her Join- 


ture AÞut the Letrer never came to her hands; 
wich ſeed rather a new product of the Ene- 
mics Malice, to give another diſappointment ro 
their deſigns, than an accident of pure chance. 
My Lady having no rotice at all of their come 


ing, prudently judg'd it unfit to. meddle in the 
matter, 
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matter, doubting whether they came from Sir 
Joby ; fipce they netther brought any Letter from 
him; nor had ihe receiv'd any other way notice 
ol their comivg, or of the buſineſs they came 
abour, than from their own Mouths. W here- 
upon Mr. Pawicnicy rctuind to London; from 
whence he was 11.mediately ſent back with ſuch 
Letters, as caus'd a ſpeedy diſpatch of this Aﬀair, 

All things being thus upon the Point of a full 
and happy conclution ; there was another un- 
foreſeen difkeulty, which could not ſo ſuddenly 
be remov'd. Behold the Abbeſs of the Mo- 
paſtry dies, and till another was choſen no con- 
clufion could be made, about the payment of 
my Ladics, and Mrs. VVarner's Portion : For 
Mr. Edmund VY mer, finding it inconvenient to 
' raiſe immediately ſo confiderable a ſumm , 
as Two Thouſand pounds , without pre- 
judicing the Eſtate, defir'd they would be con- 
tent to receive the one half at preſent, and take 
ſecurity for the other; for which the new Ab- 
beſſes conſent was neceſſarily requir'd. 

The new Abbcſs, Reverend Mother Bedding- 
feld, being choſen, ſhe together with the Com- 


munity gave freely their conſents, to accept the | 


one half down, and ſecurity for the other; and 
Siſter Clare, who took all occaſions imaginable of 
bumblirg her ſelf, beg'd of Sir Ibn, that the 
Thouſand pound that was to be paid down {ſhould 
be ſpecified, rhar it was paid for his Siſters Portion, 
that ſhe her felt might have the comfort and 
bumiliation of bcing receiv'd with nothing. 


! 
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Her concery about her Childrens Edacation , 
her Letters to Sir John, and the cAlbbeſs 
of Gant, about thcir removal to Gravel- 
ing, Sir John's retury fom England, 
their Preparation for their Prefeſji mn, hea 
Oblation of her ſelf, during the Exeraſe , 
and their taking their lait leaves of each 
other, the Night bifore they made their 
V ows. | 


O Ne might perhaps think , that this Zeal, 
ſhe expreſt for her own ſettlement, had fo 
taken up her thoughts, as ro make her leſs mind- 
ful of her Duty towards her Children; bur that 
moderation and liberty of Spirit, with which ſhe 
always acted, permitted her not to do this, but 
moy'd her to be no leſs concern'd for their hap- 
pineſs, than her own; which that the Reader may 
be the better convinc'd of, I preſume it will nor 
prove tedious to. him, to Read theſe followin 
Letters; which for, this end, I thought fit ro ſer 
down ar large, the one to Sir Iohn VVarner, the 0+ 
ther to the Lady Abbels of Gat, where her 
Children were. Do - 


Dear 
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Dear Brother, 


H7 ving firt beg'd of our Bleſſed Savior, 
- 4 70 dircit me concerning the Children, ! 
whſt tell you my thoughts cn all ſides, and 
crave yours, concerning Yhat 1 Write; that ve 
may yoyntly reſolve upon Yhat is to be done, 1 
bave ſeriouſly confider'd our Obligation of bring- 
ing them up either for the World, or Religion ; 


and 1 find thy cannot poſuibly learn any thine, 


that is material, as to Worldly breeding, til 
they be Eleven or TYeloe Years of Ate; 
and am therefore apt to think, thy will be 
4s Well here if not better, for Four or Five 
Tears , than in any place eiſe: 1 ſpeak in ve 
gard of them , and not of my ſelf. 1 ha- 
wing many apprebenſions, concerning What I 
 propeſe : For if they be here, and I Should 
hear they Were not yell, or they should complain 
of any thing that might happen to them , 
Fvonld be a cauſe of difturbante, not only ts 
my own Soul, but might probably make me 
| troubleſome , both to wy Superior, and the 
| Community; and this p:rhaps without the lea#t 
redreſs to the poor Chilaren. Moreover, chould 
they be here, and not ſpeak privately to me 


( Vhich truiy if they do, Will be 30 ſmall pre= 


 gudrce and diftratlion to the quict and advance- 
w:crb of my Soul) hoy chonld 1 come to 
| know 
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know, if they were contented, or if they Yanted \ | 
any thing fitting for them, or not, Whereas, * | 

if they are in another place, ſeme one bom | 
God (bould inſpire with that Charity, might take 
the liberty at leaſt to acquaint 'you or me With 
it. But yet on the other fide, whit I conſiger 
the care that our moit dear axd Reverend. 
Mother Abbeſs, as well as the reit of this Holy 
Family ,Vill undouvicaly have of them ; 1 as not ſee 
any eanſe of this fear; Therefore what 1 chiefly 
apprehcnd ( and propoſe to you as in the Priſerce 
of God) is my ovn ditlurbance, Whout any 
profit zo them + I conceive the beit Way to avoid 
this, if you think fit to tet them come 
i hither, Yill be, t6 have them here, as if 1 vere 
not bere my ſelf'; and 1 hall «ndeavoar to: 5: 
mazint it ſo + For *tts impoſdble 1 sheuld have any. 
i whing to do in their dayly concerns, With any 
1 rope of mind ; yet if any thing erfanrihhah} 
' should happen to them, 1 maybe cenſulted here, : 
| 44 1 Shoiild be, were they in another place. 4: 
| whink if they come hither, *tis neceſſary , thit _ 
thcy should have a good careful Servant , ana. 
1, am ſure you Will be very circumſpctt.an* 
chooſmg ſuch 4 one. 1 hepe the Wiatow: 
Draper, if 30% cats prevail With her fo leave * 
her Family , might frove a fis one for thi. 
1 have no ſuch dtjien, nor never had, as your 
Letter mentions ; that they Jhould Wear this 
RR 0. Habit 
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| Habit, as heretsfore Convitriſſes in this plece 
have done : For 1 defire they should Year no 


Religious H abit-, till God Cloaths them with 


one. As 10 their Portions , I need not recum- 
' mend them to your Care. I hope 1 may have 
your Anſ\ver ſo ſoon ;, as that they may be here be- 
fore our Profeſvion, if” you approve of their comin. 


\ 


VS 5 


Your unworthy Siſter 
.1nN our Savior, 


nn 


CLARE of JE$S us: 
>The Reaſons propos'd in this Letter were ſuf- 
kgient ro; move: Sir Johy to give his conſent for 
his Childrens removal to Graveling, who imme- 
ately procur'd, and ſent over the ſame Servant 
Us ” "a KI. | | E: . 
i& ſuggeſted, as the firreſt for them. 


z 


*Reverend Mother Abbeſs being acquainted 


with" Sir Ioby's. conſent, for the Children's com- 


ing to Graveling: *caſt about tro find a convenient 
means to convey them ſafe thither, which was the 
harder to be effected, by reaſon there was then a 


Waribetwixt France and Spain. i Amongſt others, . 


Mother Abbeſs cankulted the Paſtor of Graveling, 
about\this bulineG,! who .very  obligingly offer'd 
her, his fervice., to, go himſelf. ro fetch them ; 
whole cxperience. and knowledge, both of the 
Country and Language, made her accept his offer ; 
"ROT. 0 RV 9 EE, K 
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he being the fitteſt perſon they could have pieced 
on: By whom Siſter Clare Writ to the Lady Mary 


 Knatchbull, Abbels of Gant, in the followin 


Terms. | 


Reverend Madam, 

Preſam'd very lately to trouble your ZLaai- 

. «hip in this kind, to the end | might acts 
quaint you with my defire of having the Chil- 
arcn here b: fore my Prifcflien. The favors 1 
have receiva from yeur Ladichip, and the ma- 
zy aſſurances Brother Clare has given me of 
your on, as well as of all your Hily Come 
munities extraordinary Charity to thim ; and 
the great content h» recer'd im ſceing the ten- 
der care your gerdneſs was pleas'd to have if 
them ; has ſo july rais'd my [enſ* and grats« 
tude, above ” expreſfiions; that your Ladiship 
muſt not Wonder if I ſay no more, than 1hat 
'T hall ever eſteem my ſelf oblie'd to Pray for 
you, and all JORY GC onmmunity:; and bleſs God 
who Was pleasd to give you fo Mithirly 4 trn- 
derneſs for them ; for which I hope you Yill 
weet the revard of Eternal embraces, in the 
Arms of your dear Spouſe Chriit J:fus. Dear 
Madam, Yhen 1 aſure yeu, thut my drſres 


of ſculing them here, proceed wholy from my ſe'f, 


rthout any other inducement of our dear Revere md 
Mothcr, now with God, or of this, We nov cas 
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joy ; than a favorable condeſcention to my ve. 
weſt; or of Brother Clare ( who has kin#ly 
eft them Whely to me ) than his aſſurance of 


his being perfedlly ſati:ficd with their Faying at 


Gant: / preſume you may well think, 1 retain 
too much of Nature: But tho 1 will not «©x- 


\ cuſe my ſelf in that ; yet 1 muſt needs ſay, the 
great Aﬀfiidion I ſuffer eut of an apprehenſion 


that my fricnds should endeavor to force them to 
England ; makes me cat abeut how to ſecure 
my Children from ſuch an attempt ; and thereaſon 
1 have to hope, that if they be With me , thy 
Wvillbe more out of thi: danger, than any Where elſe, 
muves me to difire, for their goed, cvin What I 
apprehend may prove an occafiin of ſuſſering to 
my ſelf; fer there is xo croſs 1 would not wil- 
linely endergo, rather than they shinld be brought 
- & England among# Pretiſiants, with evi- 
dent danger of their Eternal Salvation. 1 
have Writ my Father Word, that "tis wery hard 
he should defire to take them from me, to put 
them under the Tuition of another : CAnd nove 
T humoly deſire your Ladiship, to afiift me in 
waking- grod this Argument, by ſending the 
Chilarcn to me, 1 confeſs yeu muſt have 4 
es acal of goodneſs, to pardon my boldneſs in 

mg thustidions ; butit proceeds from anearneſt 
acfire, that you sheuld not think, I remove 
them upon any apprehenſion , that they wanted 


67 'Y 
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any thing ; or had not more of your Laaiship's 
care and kindneſs, than. any thing-but pure 
Charity could move you to. So that I may 
well think, if it were not vour great Civility 
that hinders you, you would preſently thank me ; 
for freeing you and your Vertuous Community, 
from ſo great a trouble and atiirattion. The 
Gentleman, Who has the Charity to come for 
them, is our Pailor, acManof great Worth and 
eftcem in this place z Whoſe acquas.ntance With 
the Peopl-, and Way of the Country, Will 1 
hope with God's bleſſing, bring them ſafe hi- 


ther, fo 


eManam, 


i Your Ladiſhips moſt humble 
and moſt obedient Seryant 
in Chriſt, F 


CLARE of JESUS» 
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This Civil Letter was Kindly receiv'd by the 
T.ady Abbcis of Gant, who made an addition to 
her former favors by the kind entertainment ſhe 
gave the Gentleinan: For being of fo obliging 
a Nature, as that a removal of the Children trom 
her ſight, could not remoye them from her 
heart ; ſhe thought ſhe could not give a 
better demonſtration of her Love , than by 
complying with. what their Friends thought beſt 
for them, This made her part with the Children, 
with fo much chearfulneſs, and fatisfaction, as pur 
the good Paſtor into admiration. The proſpect 
the had of their being Fortunes, and of the pro- 
bability of their entring amongſt them, if they 
ſtay'd there; could not ſo far enter into her 
thoughts, as to cauſe a regret at their departure : 
Which is a great confirmation of that! worth , 
{IR and generoſity; which all that know 
of Ladiſhip,' not without reaſon, admire her 
or. ET 

When they came away, the Confefſor of the 
Monaſtry ſent this Character along with them, 
in a Letter to, Siſter Clgre. That Mrs. Catherine 
{who was the Elder) had ſo Edifed the Reli- 
pious with her ſingular Devotion , Piety, and 
tweet behaviour ; that, they were all-enamour'd 
with. her; and that he. belicv'd they were both 
oped not only to be Religious, bur to 
e great Saints: For he had never ſeen ſuch 
early. rokers of both, as they give. Thus in 
facecteding Years, was thar - part of the Gentle- 
man's Letter, ſo far fulfilled, that they became 
JT Rehgious 2 
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Religious: As to the other part, their Modeſty 
will not permit me ro enlarge upon their Vir- 
rucs, and fo muſt be filent ; fince they are now 
actually living, and Profeſt in that Honorable, 
and Floriſhing Community, of English Benediftine 
Dames at Dunkirk. OP 
Upon the 28th. of September, the Children 
came ſafe ro Graytling ; and it was now above a 
Year lince they had ſeen Siſter Clare; yet neither 
length of time, nor the diſguiſe of a poor and 
abje&t Habit, was able 'to ſteal away the Memo- 


Ty of fo dear a Mother; wherefore, they ran to 


her, and with all the lirtle haſty joy they were 
able to expreſs, hung about her Neck, often + 
kiſſing her, and making a Thouſand inno- 
cent expreſſions of fondneſs, and affeQion, to- 
wards her. She in the mean time, to the great 
amazement of all preſent ; did not ſuffer her ſelf 
to be in the leaſt carry*d = with the pleafing 


violence of their endearmenys; but on the contra- 


'Ty, remain'd unmoy'd, fuſt as if Nature had 


been as dead in her, as ſhe defir'd to be to the 
World. Her conſtancy in the Love of God was 
not to be ſhaken by the tender and redoubled 
expreſſions of her Children ; nor did {he in the 
leaſt ſhow any ſymprom of fondneſs or tender- 
neſs of paſſhon rowards them ; thinking it a Sa- 


_ criledge, after the Sacrifice ſhe: had made of them 


to God, to give way to her former Aﬀettions, or 
feelings of Nature. This made her receive all 
their innocent Carefſſes, withour the leaft return : 


W hich,as ſome of the Religious confeſt,wasa Brange 
F K 4 ' check 
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. check, ro their ſenſibility ; which they. could nat 
bejp, whilſt they beheld this more than human 
.cor:portment ot Siſter Claretowards her Children : 
Knowing ſhe lov'd them as much, as it was pol- 
 tible for any Mother ro do; by ſome par- 
ticular paſſage they had obſerv'd in her ;, which 
-paſhon ſhe ſo firangely ſtifld in this moving 
ciicumſtance , that | it ſtruck them with the 
greater admiration. | -Love generally ſpeaks in 
others, from eyery part; bur in Siſter Clare of 
Jeſus, this powerful Oratgor became dumb; Love 
.conquer'd Love, the Energy of thar, filenc't this, 
and the Mother gave place to the Saint. | 

 - As their arrival was a tryal of her Love to- 
wards God, ſo it prov'd the Teſt of her Obe- 
 dicnce to her Superior, his Vice-gerent, for they 
. were. no ſooner come, than {ſhe had thar task 
' Put upon her, which ſhe ſo much dreaded; Viz. 
the tiKivg care. of them. To this ſhe moſt 
. ſubmiſlively yielded, th6 nothing could more 
thwart her inclinations, - She had obrain'd at 
Liege, that her Children ſhould nor come to ber; 
bur at Graveling ſhe muſt ſuffer this Mortificarion, 
of giving more way to Nature, than ſhe dcefir'd : 
Bur God faw her now more able to bear the 


- one, and to reſiſt the ather: Tho ſhe,topreyent the 


excrcile of this' care of her Children, frc- 
quently beg'd to be Scullion in the Kirchin, and 
uch Ike humble Cflices ; which Mother Abbc{3 
vs off, by telling her, VThen they were able 
 i0 take Fare of themſclyes, then she should be emplezed in 


ſheb Offices as theſe ; but till then 5he mu think that 


employee 


4 
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' employment moſt pleaſing to God, which Obedience put / 


upon her. | 

' As ſoon as Sir Iohn VP.,mer receiv'd the news 
of his Daughters arrival at Grayeling, he made 
what haſt he could thither, to accompliſh that, 
which aboye all things in this World, he had fo 


much lang'd for; Fiz. his Profcſſi»znz Where be- 


ing arriv'd, he was receiv'd with all expreſſions of 
joy and Kindneſs on all ſides; and finding Father 
Thomas VVorſley ſtill at Gravelinzy ( whither he went 


| for the comfort and aſliſtance of Siſter Clare) 


he Writ to Farther Green the Re@or of VPatten, 
now his Superior, to' know whether it would not 
be convenient, that they. ſhould make their Pro- 
feſhons together at Graveling; and if ſo, whether 


| he mt not alſo make his Preparation here 


of Eight Days Exerciſe; under the conduct of 
Father VVorſley. Father Green conſented to both, 
and accordingly they began it. In the time of 
her retirement ſhe made this following Oblation 
of her (If ro Chriſt Crucified : Which as I 
found amongſt her Papers , in her own hand, 
fo I doubt nor bur you will find it well worth 
your Reading ; and therefore: thought good ro 
{ct it down at large : Since it contains ſuch ad- 
mirable Acts, that the excerciſe of them, will un- 


 doubtedly conduce to your comfort, and progreſs 


in Virtue, as they did to hers. 


Her 
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Her Oblation. to Chriſt Crucified. 


« O immenſe Ocean of Goodneſs and 
« Mercy! O unmeaſurable Abyſs of eom- 
*©paflion, and oyerflowing Fountain of 
ee Lnve and Charity ! O the 'only ſource 
«of my Being, and well-being // O my 
© Crucifizd Savior, the only price of my 
**Redemption ! How late do I come ro 
© zxefreſh my Thirſty Soul 1n thoſe co- 
< pious Streams, that flow from your S$a- 


 *ccred Wounds? How long has my blind=- 


*neſs, and ignorance detained me from 
*taſting the ſweets of theſe Heayenly de- 
* lights ? A taſt of which, is only granted 
*©to Religious Souls. I come at length 
* drawn by the Cords of your Divine 
«Love; I come deveſted of all Creatures, 
* that my whole affeftion may be placd 
**upon you, my Creator, and Redeemer, 
© Q) do nor ſuffer alone , bur fix me with 
* you to your Croſs; do not rejet a heart 
**inflam?d with a deſire of plealing you, and 
* only you. Accept a heart melting away 
*« with your Love: Forl come to embrace 
*ycur Croft; bare and naked, which alone: 
*{ar the future, ſhallbe my Inheritance. O 
| — *ITer 
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tc let me never be ſeparated from'you : But 
«;f my Sout be not yet perfet enough, 
e« for this Holy Conjun&ion, let me bury 
« a1 my 1mperfetions in your Sacred - 
«Wounds, O Fire! O Flame! Burn and 
econfume my old defiled Garment, let me 
£©be purifed in the Ocean of y our pretious 
« Blood ; cleanſe my Soul cthroughly, and 
« prepare an habication 1n it for your. (cif. 
*F:ame 1t as you wouls have it, and then 
& rake full pofteflion of it ; for I am clole 
*« [inkt to your Crofs, by the ſtrong Chains, 
*<*and Bonds of Chaiity. I am burat 1n 
* the fire of your Divine and pureſt Love, 
© my heart 15s wounded with the conft- 
« deration of your Sufferings, whereby 
© you hay? purchaſed for me an inkiaie 
_ ©© Treaſure of happineſs. Bac what have 
*1 done for you O Merciful Redeemer, 


i” EW can I do? Behold with the moſt 


* incenſe affection of my Soul, I freely and 
*1ntirely give you my lelf, my life, and 
© berty, my Body and Soul, all thar I am; 
*© have, or can hope for. I give you my 
© geareſt Husband, Children, and whatever 
*t3z deareſt to me; and make this Oblarian 
**pnrely for love of you alone : For whole 
*fake I renounce and abandon all Right ra 
* them and all other Fiizads, Kindred, 

| © Riches, 
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* Riches, Honors, Eſteem, Health, and 
<©ewhateyver Proſperity and Comfort, this 
*« World can ded me. I bequeath all 
*to your free diſpoſal, for 1 am intirely 
© yours, . This is my final Reſolution, this 
**my laſt Will and T-ſtament. Come 
*rherefore, O beautiful beloved of my 
«Soul, nothing but your dear ſelf ſhall 
* hereafter have place in my heart ; . come 
© therefore, and intich it with your gra= 
* cious preſence; enter into my Soul, 
« cleanſe ir throughly from all Terene Aft- 
< fe&ions; mould it a new, make it who- 
«ly addicted to your holy Service, that it 
'** may never ccaſe to praiſe, and loye you. 
© AMEN. | 


Thus this Holy Novice intirely gave her (elf, 
and-all ſhe had to God, a moſt happy fruit of 
her Eighr Days retirement. When the had f1- 
niſh'd this Exercite, ſhe beg'd the Voices of the 
Community, and of each one of the Religious 
apart, that ſhe might be admitted to her Vow's; 
to which ſhe added another very earneſt and un- 
uſual Petition; Fiz. that ſhe might be ſo admitted 
ro thern, as neither to have Active or Paſſive Voice 
in Chapter. Every one granted her firſt requeſt, but 
of the ſecond, ſhe could not obtain a grant 
from any one; which was a very conſiderable allay 
to that joy, ſhe receiv'd by their Lind condeſcention 
to her firſt Petition, © Brother 
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Brother Clare, who now with his Habit takes 
again that welcome Name, which he was forced 
for ſome time to lay aſide, thought it convenient. 
to deſire leave to ſpeak with her alone, before they 
made their Profeſſion; that he might be affur'd whe- 
ther ſhe were intirely fatisficd in the Stare, ro which 
ſhe was aboutrotye her ſelf, by a perpetual obliga- 
rion. Wherefore, he conſulted Father PVerfley and 
Reverend Mother Abbeſs; who both thought his 
propoſition not only reaſonable, but neceffary. 
Whercfore, the Night before their Profeſſion, 
they met at the Grate in the Quire; which was - 
left open on purpoſe, that they might be 
allurd, that there were no Witneſſes of whar 
paſſed, but God and themſelves ; and therefore 
rake the greater hberty of freely declaring their 
Minds, to: one another. 

He asked her, yVherher ber Reſolutions, which 5he 
had atquaint'd him with , in her laft Letters ftill 
cm-inu'd? VPhether she was [atisfed with that courſe of 
Life, she had undertaken, and with the place she 
was in? Vyhether she fill enjoy'd in epery thing , that 
true, and ſolid peace of mind, that she expreſs d in her 
laft Letters? And afſur'd her, that if she had any diſlike 
to the Poor Clare's, he wonld ſtill as willingly ſtay &- 
nother Year, as he had dene the laſt. Moreover told 
her, That if she repented her tendertuhing of this State 
of Life, che was now in, that it was ſtill in her Power 
to reaſſume hey fermer condition; and that he was no 
leſs ready to retum with her 10 the VVorld, if she 
defird it, than he was to come out of it ; knowing, 
that neither of them ceuld enter into 4 Religious 

Stare 
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State, without the full and free conſis of the 
ether. 

She was not long in making a generous return 
to theſe Kind propoſals; and fiſt thanking him 
_ moſt Kindly for the offers he made, rold him, 
She thought none liv'd more happily, or contentedly in 
the VVerld than be and she had dene, or could Love each other 
better ; yet ſaid ihe, what afflidion muſt the refleit ion 
pou this happineſs occaſion, when we conſider how con- 
r1ary 4 Life, and how full of ſorrow and affliction that 
was, which our deareſt Savior led here | upon Earth for 
our ſakes; and can we Love him, and uot endeavour to 
expreſs our Loves, by being like him, in ſuffcring for his 
fake , as be did for ours? Alas, were we again im the 
VVorld, bay: long- could we promiſe our ſelves the enjoy- 
went of jt * How ſoon might Death ſeperate us, and how 
miſerable would the Suryiver be? Ne Dear Brother Clare, 
let: us neva think more of the VVorld ; let not one thought 
of thoſe. falſe and painted delights. it yeilds, ever enter 
into onr hearts, or cauſe the leaſt regret of that happy 
promiſe, : which both of us 10 Morrow, by God's alſiftance, 
ceſron tomake to bis Infinite Goodneſ?, © I muſt confeſs 1 have 
 binder'd you ſeveral times from making theſe comfartable 
Vows, but I am reſolv'd now to ſecure. you, from any 
futne ſuſpence of this bappineſs; the joyful. hour of our 
Profeffion, is all 1 long for ;, "tis that alone which is _ able 
t» make' you ſatisfattion, for all the trouble T have given 
' yo, by being the occaſion you bave ſo long defer d it. 
This 5s what 1 deſire aboye all things , and is that alone 
which is able to give us true peace and happineſs whilſ? 
we we bene wpon Earth ; by placeing us in ſo pleaſant and 
ſecure 4 ve © Heayen, 


Brothor 


The Life of the Lady WarNERk 159 
| Brother Clare was extreamly Edified, as well as' 
overjoy'd at the hearing theſc her ferverous Reſolu= 
tions; and rook notice, that all the while they 
were together, ſhe never ſo much as caſt up her 
Eyes, to look. upon him < Nor did he take any, 
notice of it to her; but afterwards underſtood 
the reaſon why ſhe did not look up, was becaule 
that Mother Abbeſs, when-ſhe order'd, her to go 
ro the Grate, ſaid, Go to Brother Clare, and not, 
g0 ſee Brother Clare, which her Superior. never 
refleted upon, as judging that addition. unnecelſ- 
fary; fince the giving her leave to ſpeak at the 
open Grate, included allo a leave of ſreinghim 
ſhe ſpoke to ; bur ſo great was her love ro Q- 
bedience, that ſhe was not content unleſs it accom- 
panied the very leaſt of her actions, nor would ſhe 
jo much as even caſt an Eye (whatever natural in- 
clinations ſhe found in her ſelf ro do it) withour 
this ſecure, and unerring Gyide, which ſhe knew 
could not deceive her. | 
Finding each other ſo well ſatisfied, in 
the State of Life they had undertaken, they wiſhr 
one another all comfort in their next Days 
Sacrifice, and took their laſt Jeaves in 
this World, with hopes of amolt joyful meeting in 
the next, in the enjoyment of ſo conſtant a hap- 
pineſs, as could not be allay'd by parting, or 
any other accident: Where a continual joy , an 
everlaſting and un-interrupred peace, ſhould 
Crown that Voluntary Sacrifice they made of 
that fatisfation, they might have promis'd them- 
Rlves in this World; which tho it ſhould bave 
laſted 
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laſted far longer, than they could reaſonably have 
hop*e-for, would not have appear'd a moment in 
reſpect of Erernity , which would pur them in 
full Poſſcfſion of ſuch a happineſs, as fo far exceed- 
ed what they had left or were able ro comprehend, 
as the Power of God, excceds that of Creatures ; 
who was" able to do more, nay, and will do 
more for thoſe that fove and ſerve him, than hu- 
man imagination is-able to reach, orthe thoughr 
of Man'is able to conceive, as St. Pay! well ex- 
preſſes, when he ſays, Neither Eye hath ſeen, nor 
Bar bath beard, nor has 'it enterd into the Heart of Man 
_ to conceive, What God has prepar d for thoſe that Loyg 
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" Ceremony of their Profeſſion at Grave- 
ing. 


J Aving Alvord; and prepar'd them- 
ſelves by Eight Days Retirement, 

for this laſt and ſolemn. a& of theie 
Profeſlion ; they proceeded ro the 
Ceremony : Which being: out of 
Praftice i in England, tince it's unhappy fall from 


the —_ Cuttelic Faith; I chought. ic would 
L not 
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not prove tedious, or ungrateful, to the curious 
and Devour Reader, ro peruſe that at leaſt in 
Englich, he cannot ſee in England. That ſuch, as 
have heard of a Rejigious Profeſſion, and ſcarce 
know what it means, may hereby be infornyd, 
what 1T 15. 

Father Thema} VPorſley , being impower'd by 
Reverend Father. Toþn Glarke,, Provincial of the 
Society of Teſus in - England, to receive Brother 
Cha Profeſſion, apgd having alſo receiv'd Com- 
mand from the Biſhop of St, Omers, to aſliſt in 
his Þlyc 
Vous: + upern. th ze. F Ns ay of November, on 
which the Holy Catholic Church Celebrates the 
Feaſt of All-Saints, inthe Year of Qur Lord 1667, 
about Nine of the Clock: in the Morning, 
faid Maſs in the Church of the Englich 
| Monaftry, of the Poor Clares of Graveling ; 
which was throng d with all ſorts of Perſons: The 
Grate-of the Quire was left open, where Siſter 
Clare kneel'd in her Ranck , amongſt the reſt of 
the Nuns: AndaPraying place was ſet within the 
Communion Rails, on the Goſpel fide of the 
Altar, for Brother Clare to kneel upon, . during 
the time of Maſs. When Father VVorſley had 
taken the Communion himſelf, he turn'd abour ; 
holding 'in his hand the Sacred Body of our 
Savior; at which time Brother Clare ris' from the 
Praying place, and kneeling down: before the Fa- 
ther, in the middle of the loweſt Altar-ſtep, with 
a loud and diſtin& Voice, he recited his Vows in 
Lawn, Engliih'd as: folloys, 5 


I ks 


, whilff Sheer of Ieſus made her 
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FT Jobs Clare, make Profeſlion:, 
|| and promiſe to Almighty God); 
in Preſence of his Virgin Mother, 
the whole Celeſtial Conrt , all. 
here preſent, and to you Reyercnd 
Father Thomas VYorſfley, in licu of 
Reverend Father General of the 
Socrety of Teſus, and his Succeflors , 
holding the place ' of Chriſt ; 
perpetual PoverTY, CHASTIFY, 
and OB'EDIENCE; and according 
. to it, a particylar care of Teaching 
| Children, anſwerable to the form of 
t living, contain'd in the Apoſtolical 
Letters, and Conſtitutions. of the 
Sociery of Teſus. Ati Graveling, in the 
Church - of the English Poor Clares, 
_the'Figſt Day of November, 1667. : 


3x Which 


SIE Rp 
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Which having ended, he Communicated from 
- Father VVorſleys hands, and then return'd to the 


Praying place, finding an unſpeakable comſort | 


'In his Soul. Siſter Clare, who Kkneel'd in her 
\uſual place in the Quire ;z being obfery'd by Re- 
verend Mother Abbeſs, not ſo much as to move 
an Eye towards the Grate : When Brother Clare 
.Tis' to recite his Vows, was order'd by her to go cloſe 
to the Grate, that ſhe might the better tee, and 
.hear him perform that Ceremony ; ſhe went im- 
,mediately ro the Grate, as Mother Abbeſs had 
order'd her, bur kept the ſame cuſtody of Eyes 
:(as the Religious obſerv'd) which ſhe had done 
before, not caſting the leaſt glance towards the 
Altar. 

Maſs being ended, Father VVirſley went from 
the Altar. up to the Doxal ( which is a _ 
open Gallery, before the Quire Grate, made like 
a Balcony, with Rails and Balliſters towards the 
Altar) whether, as many of the Company, as it 
could contain, follow'd him, to ſee and hear Siſter 
Clare of Ieſus alſo make her Vows. As ſoon as 
Father VVaſley was come to the Quire , on the 
right ſide of which Reverend Mother - Abbeſs 
fat in an Arm'd Chair; SiſterClare with a ſmiling 
and compos'd Countenance kneel'd down be- 
fore the Grate 5 having a Crucifix in her right hand, 
and a lighted Wax Candle in her left. The Fa- 
ther asked her, VVhat she demanded? She Anſier'd. 
Grace and Mercy of our Lorg Teſus Chriſt ; and of you 
Reverend Father of you Reverend Mother Abbeſs : 
nd of you my dearly beloyed Sifters ; 1 bunbly beg, ontef 
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my own free and deliberate VVill, in Honor of, and by the 
bitter Death and Paſſion of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt , by 
the Merits of the moſt Glorious Virgin Mary , of our 
Holy Father St. Francis, ,qur Holy Mother St. Clare, 
and of all the Holy Saints ; that you will vouchſafe to 
receive me to Holy Profeſſion : For if the whole VVorld 
were mine, 1 have choſen, and am ready to abandon it all, 
zo be here one of your Poor ' Children, th) moft #n- 
worthy. Then Father VYVorſley defir'd her , ro con- 
ſider well the Obligation she was about to take upon her, 
of perpetual Poverty, Chaſtity, Obedience, and Incloſure ; 
to the obſervance of which, having once tyde her ſelf 


by Vow, he was obligd during her whole Life, 


and could never be freed from this obligation ; and 
therefore askt her, VVhether she ſtill perſeverd, in 
asking what he before demanded ? To which ſhe 


* Anſwer'd, That the ftill demanded the ſame. Then 


he asked her, VVhether she thought her felf 
to haye ſufficient ftrength of Body, to undertake that State? 
And whether she knew of any impediment, that might 


hinder her from undergoing fo rigorous 4 courſe of Liſe , 


as She was about toundertake ? She Anſiver'd him, That 
She knew of none ; and did not doubt, but that God, who 
had call'd her to this State, would give her bis Grace and 
Strength, to go through the rigors of it. Laſtly, he 
askr her, How Old shewas? She told him, Shewas 
Qne and Thirty Tears of Age. Then the Father be- 
gan the Yeni Creator, or Hymn ofthe Holy Ghoſt, 
which the Quire went on withal, to the Verlicle, 
which the Farther Read aloud : Send forth thy Spirit, 
41d they Shall be Created ; the Quire Anſwering 3 


4nd theu shalt renew the face of the Earth. Then the 
E'3 Fathes 
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Father recited the follviving Prayer of the Holy 


AJ Go, Who didf1 infirat the Hearts | 
CF of the Faithful, by the Illuminatioa V| 
of. the Holy Ghoſt ; Grant that. by the 
ſame Spirit We may. have a right wnderitanding 
in all things , 'and evermore refoyce in his 
Holy conſolation : Through our Lord Ieſus 
Ehrift, '&c. 


bt 
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You 
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 . Fhenthe Father faid, Pray for us O Mother of God. 
The Quite Anſwer'd, That we may be made partakers 
of the Promiſes of Chriſt, EET 


[5 
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C) L1d God, we beſecch thee, grant us thy 
&-, Servants to enjoy perpeinal health , of 
wind and body: And by the 2lorious Inter- 
ceffion of the ever Fleſſel Virgin Marty, to be 
arlivered from this preſent ſorrov, and to en- 
joy wgiadneſi everliflins. Through our 
Lord; &c. Amen. 


* Then the Father faid, Pray for us Holy. Father St. 
Francis; the Quire Anſer'd, That we may be made 
worthy of the promiſes of Chriſt. 


a God 


. 
* 
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'0 God, Who deft increaſe” thy Church , by 
: the birth of the we Progeny of ; 
} Francis; grant ws by bis imitation to deſpifh 
all Earthly thints , and thy rejoyce irs the parth- 
cipation of thy Celeflial gifts , through Chrift 
our Lord, Amen. Wn 


Father, Pray for us O Bleſſed Mother $t, Clare. 
Quire, That we may be made worthy of the promiſes 
— "—— Ml 
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\ Lord, Yyg beſeech thee ts make tte, 
| WV who Honor the Memory of the Hoh 
| Pirgin St. Clare; by ber Interceſſron partakers 
1 of Celeftial {0y1, and Coeheirs of thy only be- 
gotten Son; who lives and Reights, With thee 
World Without end. Amen. He: 


Then the Father Bleſſed the Veil as follows. L 


Father, May our help be in the Name of our Lord- 
Quire, VVho thade Heaven and Earth. . 
Father, O Lord hear my Prayer. 
Quire, And let my cy come unto thee. 
Father, The Lord bs with you. 
| Quire, And with your Spirit, 


Ls Let 
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Let us Praye 


© *; Lord, ve humbly beſeech thee , that 

poverful bleſcing may deſcend upon 
this V ” erevich the head of thy Hand- 
araill is #6 be coverd, that it may become bleſ- 
ſed and holy to her, through Chriſt our Lord. 
men. 


O Mninoremt , hy F verlaling God ; 708 | 
humbly beſeech thy Sacred M ajeſty #6 i 
Sandtific with — right hand this Keil, Which 
rh +, £0 is about io put off her Lo: * that 
Mercy 7 Fs ber, she may keep with an 
poi filed Body and Mind that V "iv of Cha#tity, 
Gat Tepreſemed by this Veil,” by which 
out of Love 'to thee, and thy Sacred Virgin Mother, 
She dedicates ber ſelf to thy" Holy Service ; that 


prepard hereby , 6 doors her (elf to thy 


Train of Virgins, and deſerve to be lea by thee 
to the Everlaiiing Nuptials of the - AP 
who liveft and Reigneſt , ng Without end. 
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Amen. 
Then he bleſſed the Ring as follows. 1 
; : SD |; 


Lord 
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Ord Ieſus Chrif, the lover of true Cha#lity 
and perpetual Fidelity, ve humbly beſeech 
thy Immenſe Clemency, that thou vould?t bleſs 
this Ring ,. thy Servant is about 10 put on, and 
grant that she being Eſpousd by this pledge, 
may perſever thy Loyal Spone , by fo unſponed 
a Cha#tity, that she may aeſerve to be adorn'd 
with the gift of this Vertue , and enrich'd 
with it's Hundred-fold fruit, Who livefl and 
reionefl, 86 — 


Theſe Prayers being ended, - the- Quire recited, 
the Litanies of the Saints, Petitioning each . of 
them to Pray for the Bride ; and having ended 
the laſt Kirie Eleiſon, or Lord haye Mercy upon us. 
The Father began the two firſt words of the 
Pater Nofter, ſaying the reſt to himſelf, till he came 
to the following words, And lead us not into Temp- 
ration, which he ſaid aloud, and the Quire An- 
fiver'd, but deliver us from Evil, Amen. | 
Then the Father faid, Lord ſave thy Servant. 
Quire, VVho my God places her truſt in thee, 

« Father, Send her help from thy Sandluary. - 
Quire, And from Sion defend her. © 

Father, Be to her 4 Tower of ſtrength. 

Quire, To defend her from the face of ber Enemies. 
Father, Let not the Enemy prevail againſt her. 
Quire, Nor the Son of Iniquity be able to hurt ber. 
Father, Lord hear my Prayer. | | 
Quire,. And let my cry come wnto-thee. 


Father, _ 
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Father, The Lord be with you, 
Quire, And with your Spirit. 


Then the Father faid the following Prayers. 


] * t our humble Petitions O Lord appear in 


thy preſence , and vouchſafe to bleſs thy 
Servant, to whoni in thy Holy Name Ve give 
the Veil of Religion; and by the Interceſſion of 
the mos bled, and mo# glorious Virgin Mary, 
of the Bleſſed Apoitles St. Peter and St. Paul, 
St. Francis, St, Clare, and all the other 


Saints, grant her a perfect? Con verſion from 


the World; and ſo ferverons an obſervance of 
What 5h! has wndertaktn; that in all her Tri- 
bulations, Streighis and Templations , being 
entoiurag'd by thy Divinz Conſolation; and by 
irne H umnilit and Obedience, being founded F114 
Fraternal Charity ; she may juitly, piouſly and 
Cha#tly perform , What by thy aſſiflance 5he 
does this Day promiſe; and thereby deſerve to 
 enſoy With thee Everlafling Life. Who With 
the Father ani Holy GhoRl, liveft and retenef, 
God World Yithout endl, Amen. 


O Lord Ieſas Chrif, Who art the way, out 

of which none can come to_ the Father ;; 
ve beſcech thy moi benign Clenency, that thou 
Wonlait lead this thy: Servant, Whom thou ha#t 
4 np arawn 
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drawn from Terrene arid carnal defives , 
into the ſecure vay of regular Diſcipline; and 
ſince thou vouchſafeſt to call Sinners to thee, 
ſaying, Come unto, me all ye, that labor, 


Es IRE LIeLr eu 


and I will refieſh you; grant that theY oice 
of this your Invitation, may have ſo much 
Power over her, as that laying down the bar« 


den of her Sins, she may deſerve to tafte how 
great, and good you art; and by this your 
Divine refecion, be inabPd to ſuflain your 
* Cha#tiſements for them: And as thou haſt 
 wonthſaft toattef,' ſaying, I know my Sheep, 
/ and my Sheep know me ; acknovledee her 
| for thine, and grant that 5he may ſo knoythee, 
| and follow thee, and only thee ; that 5he may 
never give Ear to , or obey anothers Voices 
Who haſt promi®d, that Whoſoever obeys and 
ſerves thee bere , hall follow thee hereafier; 
Who live and reienef, &c. 


Then the Father bid the Bride repeare thrice 
the following words, our of the 118 Pſalm. Re- 
ceive me according to thy promiſes, and 1 shall live, 
and do not diſappoint me of my expeftation ; which 
ſhe having done with a loud and diftin& Voice, and 
the Abbeis having as often Anſier'd , My deareſt 
Daughter, let it be done unto you, according to your words; 

 _ the Quire Anſwerd, Amen. Then the Bride 
kneel'd down before the Abbeſs, and joyning her 
hands together, plactthem berwixt the AR 

Mm | _ 
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and bath their hands. thus joyn'd, were tyed 
togerher with ſuch a Stole, as the Prieſt 
wears about his Neck at Maſs ; and is a Repre- 
fentation of thofe Cords, wherewith our Savior, 
our of Love to us, permitted himſelf to be bound 
in his Paſſton; and therefore, the Bride mov'd 
with a Memory. of this his Love, permits her 
hands to be thus bound, to repreſent thoſe In- 
rerior bauds, by which (he ties her {If whilſt ſhe 
makes her Sacred Vows; and her hands are alſo 
bound to Mother Abbeſles, as a mark of that tyc of 
Obedience to her Will, which ſhe undertook ; 
and then with aloud and diſtin. Voice {he made 
ter Profeflion, as follows, 


In the Name of the Father , and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Amen, 


Siſter Clare of Teſus, do Vow 

unto Almighty God, the moſt 
Glorious Virgin Mary , Our Holy 
Father Ste. Frands, Our Holy Mo- 
ther St, Clare, unto all the Holy 
Saints, and to you Reverend Mo- 
ther Abbeſs, and all your Snccecf- 
fors, that shall hold your Place, 
to obſcrve , all the Day's of my 
Lite, the Rule and. Form of liv- 


Fr 
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ing of the Poor Siſters of St. Clare, 
giv'n her by St. Francis, and Con- 
firmd by Our Holy Father Pope 
Innocent the 1V, 1] Vow to. live in 
OBEDIENCE , Withour PRO- 
PRIETY in any thing, in CHa- 


STITY alſo, and not to. go out of 


IncLosursE during my' whole 
Life, according to the Conſtity- 
tions of the ſame Rule. 


"Then the Abbeſs ſaid, And I on the part of God, 
according to his Inviolable Decree, do promiſe you Eter- 
nal Life; if you obſerve, what you have Vowd, To 
which the Quire Anſwer'd, Amen. Then the 
Abbeſs ſaluted the Bride, and taking off her White 
Veil -, put on a Black one; ſaying, Take 
Daughter this Sacred Veil, and wear it till you come 


before the Tribunal of the Eternal Iudge, to whom all. 


Knees, both in Heaven and Earth, and Hell are bent s 
remember you bave for ever taken leave of the VVorld, 
and given, and united your ſelf wholy to Teſus Chriſt *, 
as to your beloved Spoufe may he defend and protet you 
from all Evils, and receive you at length , into Eternal 
Life. Amen, IS YON 

Then the Bride, with a loud Voice, recited 
the words of St. Agnes, He has put 4 Mark andVeil 
orer my Face, that I may admit no ofhet Lover but himſelf 


. 
: 
3 
1 
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; 
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Then the Abbeſs put on the Brides head a 
Crown, ſayirg, Take my cr Siſter this Temporal 
Crenn. as 4 certain. pledge of that Eternal ne, which 
eur Divine Spouſe has prepar'd fer you, if you be faith- 
- ful ro him. After this, 'the Abbeſs alſo puta Ring 
on her Finger, ſayirg, at the ſame time, My bc- 
loved Daughter, take this Ring, as a Math ofthat love 
and ficelity, which you ought inviolably to keep to your 
_ faithful Speuſe Teſus Chrift, as long as | you live. To 
which the Bride Anfwer'd,” with a high Voice, 
My Lord Teſus Chriſt has engag'd mie to him with his 
Ring, and adorn'd me as his Speuſe, witha Crown. 
Then the Abbeſs pur into her hand a Crucifix, 
and faid , Receive here , and embrace your Spouſe ; 
nay he receive , bleſs, and preſerve both you and 
ws, for eyer, Amen, . After ſhe had receiv'd the 
Crucifix, the Father recyed the following Pray- 
ers, 


' Ord Teſas Chrifl , Who by the immenſe | 
goodneſs of thy Purity, ha#t veuckſafed to (© 
Eſpouſe our Sculs with an indiſſoluble band of |' 
Love, erant webeſeech thee,that thisthy Servant *| 
being firmly engag'd by thy Ring of Faith, m:y 
become ſo conttant, faukful, and devout 4 
Spouſe in thy ſervice, as that she may firmly 
perſerer in it 20 the end yz who liveſt and 
reignef?, Se, 


1 


0 God 
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( God Who by thy love ha# inflan'd this thy 
Servant, and dravon her from the V ar 
pity of the World, to the reward of fo high « 
Calling ; vonchſafe ſoto grifie ber heart with thy 
preſence, and the faſten of thy Divine Grace, 


that che may perſever in itz that being Hlrengthen'd. 


by thy aſſtitance, she may be able to perform, 
What by. thy Divine inſpirat;ons the has pre- 
mid, and by the execution hereof, happily par- 
take of the Eternal revard, thou batt promis'd 
thoſe that perſever in thy ſervice; through 
Cbrif# our Lord, Amen, 


_ Theſe Prayers being ended, the Quire þ22an 


to Sing the following Reſponſal , The Kingdom of 


this VVorld, and all its Qrnaments, 1 have contemn'd 
for the Love of my Lord leſus Chriſt : Which having 
ended, they began the Hymn, Te Deum Laudamus ; 
and whilſt they were Singing it, the Bride wens 
round the Quire, and receiv'd the Embraces and 
Congratulations of all the Religious; then rerur- 
ning £0 her place, {he and the reſt ofthe Religious 
Kneelivg in their order, the Father recited thar 
Verſe of the 67 Pſalm, Confirm © God, what thou 
haſt wrought in us; and then made a yery moving 
ermon, upon the following Text, out of the 
9th. Plalm, Sperent in te Domjne, qui noverunt. u0- 
men tym ; Letthem bepe - ju thee, © Lord , who 


know thy. Name. In this. Exhorzation be Fig F 


he", TO 
8 
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lay'd open the nature of this Action or Cere- 
mony, they had perform'd; by evidencing , that 
a greater At of hope could not be expreſs'd, then 
by a Voluntary Contetnpt of the preſent, bur 
tranſitory Comforts of this World; in expecta- 
tion of thoſe ſolid and inexplicable joys, whoſe 
durance was to be Eternal in the next. Believe me 
( faid he) the vain hopes of the Earth are too poor and 
inconfiderable fer ſo generous hearts, as yours are; the 
Kingdom of Heaven, as you haye made out to Day, is 
only worthy of them. 

Secondly, He ſhew'd there could be no way 
more Compendious, to Honor and Celebrate 
this great Feaſt of All-Saints, then by ſtriving to 
wake themſelves conformable to thoſe Great O- 
riginals; which in this preſent conjuncture they 
| had done, by fo generouſly undervaluing all the 
tranſitory goods of this Life; and fo might juſt- 
ly hope to arrive at that pitch of Sanctiry , this 
Contempr of the World had rats'd the Saints un- 
to; and alſo to ſhare with them the Crown of 
Glory, in the World to come. 

Thirdly, Addrefling himſelf to the Bride; he 
aſſur'd' her, ſhe had ſtritly follow'd the direQi- 
on of St. Auſtin; in Solemniſing this Feaſt, by ſo 
_ cloſely following the Example of Saints; nay, 
even the bardeſt example, which is that of Mar- 
tyrs: Whereby ſhe had made a better, and a 
more moving Exhortation, by her Example, 
then he was able to make by his words; ſhe 
having verified thoſe of this grear Door, Ser. 47- 
ae Sandtis. Ab ipfis,” Martyrum' Feſtivitatum gaudia 

 : : To celebrantur ; 
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celebrantur ; qui ipſorum Martyrum exempla ſcquumtur ; 
Solemmitates enim Martyrum , Exhortationes ſunt Mar- 
tyriorum, ut imitari non pigeat, quod celcbrare deleftax, 
The joys of the Feſtivals of Saints, are bes Celebrated by 
thoſe, who follow their Examples ; for the Solemmities. of 
Martyrs , are ſo many Exhontatations to Martyrdome z 
that it may nt be tedious to Prattice , what is delight= 
ſul to Celebrate. Proving that the Bride had cou- 
ragiouſly enter'd upon the hardeſt of Martyr- 
doms; by taking upon her ſo long and terrify- 
ing a one, as was that dying Life, or livi 

Death, ſhe had fo joyfully embrac'd for the love 
of God, 


$900000000050000000004000000064 
CHAP THE 


What Effects this Ceremony Wrought upen her 
ſelf, and thoſe that Were preſent at it. 
The great Victory she. had obtain'd over her 

paſſions, manifeſted by her unconcernedneſs 


, in this, and to other Very moving occaj. one 


| 2 ended the Ceremony of her Profe(-' 
ſion, I hope the taking notice of ſome 
moving Circumſtances in it, and of the effes ir 
wrought, both upon the Bride, and thole that 
were preſent ; will prove as grateful to the 
Reader, as I believe the foregoing Relation has 
bcen. TR. ; 

| ww . 7 The 
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The Ceremony was ſo moving, as that there 
was ſcarce a Religious or Secular Perſon preſent, 
(who were as many as the Doxal could hold) 
that was able to refrain from Tears : Nay, the 
Governor himfelf, the Marquiſs of Flavecenr, a 
Perſon nor at all ſubje& tro this paſſion; de- 
clar'd that he could not refrain from weeping, at 
the ſight of it, no more then the reſt; and thar 
he had never felt ſuch a tenderneſs of heart in 
all his Life. She her ſelf, who was the Actor, 
was the only perſon that ſeem'd unmov'd in this 
action, appearing all the while with a chearful, 
yer ſo recollefted a Countenance, as if ſhe had 
been totally abſorptin God, whoſe Sacrifice ihe 
fell that Day. Her little ones ſtood by her, all 
the time ſhe perform'd the Ceremony ; which 
was enough to have mov'd any heart but hers. 
For they being of an Age, not ſenſible of their 
loſs, ſeem'd as little concern'd as their Mo- 
ther; and were very much pleas'd at what 
they underſtood not ; being very buſie in aſ- 
fiſting at the Cerembny : The one put on her 
Veil, the other her Crown; at which Siſter Clare 
ſmiling, told her, in a low Voice, She wore that, 
for her Fathers ſake. 

The Solemnity being over, one askt her how 
it was poſſible, that beholding the great Com- 
motion, and Tears of ſo many about her; ſhe 
could remain ſo chearful and unconcern'd, as ſhe 
ſeem'd to be during the whole Ceremony ? She 
Anſwer'd with a Spirit, as full of Ingenuity as 
Humility, That this conſtancy and chearfulneſ-took, _ 

riſe 
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riſe from nocther ſource, than the Divine Goodneſs; which 
during the whole Ceremony had fil'd her heart with ſo great 
an Interior peace and comfort, as she had never felt before 
in all her Life. Which was a due reward for that 
generous oblation, {Ne had that Day made of her 
ſelf ro Almighty God, Had the Perſon who as 
her this Queſtion, propos'd the ſame to any one 
of the Religious, they would have given an An- 
firer quite different from hers, which her Humiliey 
would not permit her to give. The Religious had 
ſeen with how much Induſtry, even from her firſt 
entrance into Religion, ſhe had made it her chiet 
endeavour to ſuppreſs and overcome , the Salhes 
and Efforts of Nature, and had beheld her com- 
portment in ſeveral other occafions, and ſeen with 
how great a Courage, ſhe had behav'd he felt in 
other tryals, which God thought fit to ſend her 
during her Noviſhip, to diſpoſe her to a due per- 
formance of this great act of Love z. and therefore, 
they were not ſo ſurprizzd, as thoſe were 
who had only ſeen that one action of hers, 
they having been Eye Witneſles of divers eviden- 
ces {he had given, of her perfe&t and intire re- 
ſignation to Gods Holy Will, even in the great-_ 
eſt afflictions, and moſt ſenſible tryals, thatcould 
have happen'd to her. Now the Reader that may 
the better perceive how ſhe carry'd her ſelf m 
them, I will here ſer down a Relation. of her 
behaviour and perfect Conformity ro Gods 
Will, at the Death of wwo of her deareſt friends. 
The firſt tryal of her Conformity was given her 
by the Death of Reyerend Mother. Luiſa Taylr, 
"M3 _ Abbe&ls 


x8 The Life of the Lady WARNEx, 
Abbcſs of the Monaſtry. The Hiſtory of whoſe 


Life deſerves a Volum, being a perſon of an ab- 
ſolute and conſummated Vertue. This Holy 
Abbeſs being ſuddenly ſeiz'd, with violent f{ym- 
tows of Death; was piouſly expecting her Jaſt 
happy moment, and all the Religious were ſcent 
for, and came without the leaſt delay, except 
Siſter Clare; who being advertis'd by one of the 
Religious, that came in great haſt ro her Cel], 
that Reverend Mother Abbeſs was a dying, and 
that if ſhe did not come quickly, ſhe would 
never ſee her alive: Siſter Clazejoyning her hands, 
without the leaſt ſurprize, made a bow to her, cx- 
eng thereby her gratitude for the Meſſage [he 
rought her (ir being their Cuſtom never to 

” wp in their Cells) and without making any 
uch haſt, as might occaſion the omiſſion even ct 
the leaſt, or moſt inconſiderable Ceremony cf 
Religion ; ſhe firſt put on her great Veil, then Kiſt 
the ground, and afterwards with a modeſt and 
graceful gate, follow'd the Religious to the Infir- 
mary, where Mother Abbeſs lay a dying; as it 
this ſad News had not at all come unexpected, 
or given her the leaſt afflition. She came into 
the Chamber, where her dear Friend, and tender 
Mother lay ready to expire, and where ſhe found 
all the Religious bath'd in Tears, like ſo many 
tender hearted Children, bemoaning the loſs of 
their dying Mother ; yer ſhe 'who was like to 
ſuſtain as great a loſs as any ( having had a great 
dependance upon her, and receiv'd oreat com- 
fort from hcr Counſels) beheld her ready to 
} z ; leave 
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kave her, without ſhedding a Tear, whilſt all the 


reſt ſcem'd to be ina very greataffliction,and general 
conſternation; and ſo concern'd, as if all their 
happineſs had depended on this Abbefſes Life. 
Siſter Clare knew her great Vertues and worth; 
and had no leſs reſpect and affection for her, than 
they, which the many Obligations ſhe had 
receiv'd from her, juſtly delery'd ; yet for allthis 
ſhe ſhewed not the leaſt outward fign of grict. 
And when one of the Religious expreſt hers, by her 
many Tears for Reverend Mother Abbefles Death ; 
ſhe efficaciouſly ſtopr them by the following 
words, VVeep not ſo much , Dear Siſter , *tis the 
VVill of God, you love ſo well. Her bearing this crols 


with ſo admirable a Conformity, mov'd Almighty 


God to reward her, by ſending another equally 
ſenſible; and at the ſame time, to give her his 
Divine Grace to bear it with no leſs conſtancy. 
Ir was the Death of her Miſtreſs of Novices , 
Siſter Mary Bonaventure Carlcton ; who tho ſhe had 
had a long experience in training up the Nos 
vices in perfection; yet, us'd to lay, She learnt 
more from this, than ever she had taught the reſt ; find- 
mg her perfect, even before she enter d into the way of” 
perfeition, which made her have a very great eflcem of 
her, confidence in hcr, and affeftion for her, looking upon 
her as ſent from Heaven, rather to perfect hut, than be 
perfetted by her. Siſter Clare being of a grateful 
nature, was no ways backward in her returns; 
and looking upon her as the beſt of friends, and 
plac'd her: confidence in her as in a Mother: Burt 
God, by her ſurprizing Death, almoſt as ſoon 

M 3 i ſharchr 
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ſnarchr away* this comfort, as he had given ir; 
which croſs, Siſter Clare ſupported with the like 
courage, as ſhe did the former, even without the 
lofs oft a Tear. Inſomuch, that being ask'd by a 
Perfon of Quality ( Madam Flaveceur the Gover- 
nors Lady of Graveling) ' If she were not very much; 
eencerd for the Death ef her Miftreſs ? She Aniwcer'd, 
Tes Madam, 1 bave a great fecling of it, and imared mere 
than 1 cm wil expreſs. Fhele words, and the man- 
cr of delivering them, ſtruck the Lady with av- 
miration, to ſe ſuch a temper, as did not {hed 
a Tcar, when {he had thus renewed the ſorrowtul 
thoughts of the los of her Miſtreſs; and - mov'd 
her to brge the mattcr a little farther, and ask 
cr, Tow it was pofible, sle could forbear weeping, at 
the Remembrance of the loſs, of ſuch a friend ? | he 
good Novice ( for then. ſhe was nor Proteſt ) 
told her, after her fweer and affable way ; Madam, 
rothing but Ged deſerves our Tears, who is fa good, as 
7 hinaer me from paying them, where they are not due. 
Such as knew not of how excellent and fivect 4 
diſpoſition Siſter Clgre was, might perhaps think 
ſo great an inſcnſibility, as appear'd in ſuch mo- 


ving circumſtances as I have related, effects of 


an ill, hard, and ungrateful nature ; which was 
1nfenfible of Kindnets, and knew nor cither what 
friend{Nhip was, how to value it, what gratitude 
It requires, or how much a Spiritual friend{hip 
*EXCcEGS that of Nature, ordinarily grounded up- 
on Sympathy, Natural inclination or Intercſt; 
and therefore perhaps might not much wonder at 
ber COmPportment in the occafions I haye rclared. 
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But thofe who by Reading her Life, are made 
berter acquainted with her humor, and have ſeen 
how ſolidly ſhe grounded her friend{Hhip - how 
warily ſhe engag'd her affetion, and with what 
conſtancy and tenderneſs, upon all occaſions ſhe 
expreſt it, to thoſe ſhe had made choice of for 
her Friends; eſpecially, two ſuch choice Friends 
as theſe; whoſe great Vertue mov'd her to a high 
eſtcem of them, their Station to a confidence in 
them, and their extraordinary Zeal for her Per- 
fetion, ro a grateful afteion for them ; cannot 
bur wonder to ſee her in fo ſhort a time, to 
have gain'd ſo ſtrange a command over her paſ- 
ſions, as not to ſhed a Tear at their Death, which 
is the more to be admird in her tender Sex ; 
eſpecially, ſince, as her Anſwer to the Governors 
Lady declares, ſhe fo ſenſibly felt this Tryal. 
But God by her faithful co-operation with his 
Grace,. had fo ſtrengthen'd her to overcome thele 
feelings of Nature, as not to give the leaſt fign 
or expreſſion of ſorrow ; whereby, {he manifct- 
ed, thar tho ſhe lov'd them well, yet {he lov'd 
God better ; whom alfo ſhe lov'd in ſuch a manner, 
as ro defire rather, that he ſhould pleaſe himſelf 
than her; nay, that even he ſhould pleaſe him- 
ſelf in her affliction. Which {hew'd, not only 
her ſincere love to God, bur alſo her diſ-intereſfled 
love to her friends, prefering their happineſs be- 
fore her own ; and therefore fince their Death was 
a gain to them, ſhe could nor regret her own 
lots by it, nor permit her forrow, to overcome 
the joy ſhe ought ro have, in thinking they were 
M4 . | Nb 


134, The Life of the Lady Waxnrx:. 
happy. The will of God was what ſhe endeayor'd 
molt induſtriouſly to find out; and joyfully em- 
brac'd in whatſoever terrifying manner it appear'd 
'to her ; as her words to that Pious Religious, 
' who was lamenting the Abbeſles Death declares, 
And therefore , what tryal ſoever of her Loye, 
God thought fit to ſend her , by depriving 
her of thoſe friends ſhe lov'd beſt; ſhe was rec- 
ſolv'd this tryal {hould not deprive her of the 
chief obiet of her Love, himſelf; who was the 
beſt of friends: And therefore was reſolv'd to cx- 
preſs her love inthe beſt manner ſhe was able, by 
preferring his Will and Pleaſure, before her own in 


ſenſible tryals, as ro ſeem even inſenſible of them : 
And alſo diſpos'd her ſelf for the making her 
Profeſſion, and for the loſs of two ſuch friends, 
with ſuch a conſtancy and unconcernednefs, as [ 
have declard: And was allo inabl'd quite to ovecr- 
come the tenderneſs of an affetionate Mother 


towards her Children ; as in the following Chaptct 
I ihall relate, 


all things. Whereby ſhe fo ſurmounted all theſe | 
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Her exad compliance with Mether Abbeſſes 

- Orders, in taking care of her Chilaren , 'in 

which she expreſt more of a careful Miſtreſs, 

 thana tender Mother ; and h:reby manifeited, 
that Pure Obedience, the inclination of Grace 3 
and not aff: tion to her Children, the inclina- 
tion of Nature ; movd her to accept this 
employment, 


: Frer ſhe had made her Profeſſion, as above 
= declar'd ; the firſt thing ſhe ſer upon, 
. | was fſirictly to perform, what ſhe had fo 
= lately promis'd. Obedience was her chief care, 
- |: _ and thonothing was more contrary to her inclina- 

4 tion, than to look after her Children ; yet ſee- 
; ing this charge was impos'd upon her, by her 
| Superior , {he chearfully undertook ir. She 
Knew by experience, what advantages, order and 
method always brought with it ; and therefore 
was follicitous, that every moment ſhould be 
rightly ſpent by her Children. For this end, 
ihe made them an exact Diſtribution, or Jour- 
nal, for every hour of the Day, accommadared 
to their Age and' Years, She ſpar'd no labor to 
Cultivare theſe render Plants, and even from their 
Infancy, 


— 
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Infancy, to prepare them for the Garden of Re- 
ligion, if God {[Nould make them ſo happy, as to 
call them to that bleſſed State. To fer down the 
whole Diſtribution of time ſhe had made for 
them, would I fear ſeem roo tedious; yet I can- 
nor but let the Reader ſee ſome part of it, and 
thereby give him a knowledge of her own Devo- 
tions, {he withour doubr practiting her (elf, what 
ſhe endeavor'd to inſtil into them. She orderd 
them that the firſt thing they did as ſoon as they 
awak'd, [hould be to make the Sign of the Crols, 
adding rhe following words, Bleſſed be the Holy 
and undivided Trinity, now and for eycr. Amen. -.nd 
having done this, ſhe bids rhem rell fiweer Jeſus, 


That they would ſuffer the Mortification of riting 


i the cold, and of leaving the comfort of their 
warm bed, for his ſake, who lett Heaven for theirs. 
Then, as ſoon as they were up, {he Counſels them 
ro Kits the ground, in Memory of that duſt, out 
of which they came, and to which they were tO rc- 
wrn ; and to make an Act of Adoration , 
and Thankſgiving to the Divine Majeſty, for 
having Created them of nothing, capable of lov- 
wg, fcrving and enjoying him. for all Erernity ; 
and allo. for having preſerv'd them the Night paſt 
from all dangers. Then that they ſhould make 
an Obſlation of themſelves ro his Infinite good- 
nels. Afterwards to ſay an Ave Mary to beg our 
Ladtes bleſſing upon them. for that Day ; whom 
they were to Joveandconfide in, as in a Mother; 
having recourſe to her in all their neceſſities as 
tuch, and dayly beg her Interceſſion, by ſaying 
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their Beads together, at the time ſhe had ap= 
pointed. Then ſhe order'd them to ſay a Gloria 
Patri, &c. in thankſgiving to God, for the glory 
given to their good Angels, and for the honor given 
to themſelves, by beſtowing upon them ſuch Beaus 
tiful and Powerful Protectors; whoſe Protection 
that Day, they were humbly to beg ; and then 
ro recommend themſelves to their particular Pa- 
trons and Saints of their Name, and Pray for 
their friends; eſpecially ; for their Grand-fathers 
and Uncles Converſion. 

T his done, {he order'd them before they came to 
School to her, to go to their Cloſler, and there 
offer up that, and all the other adtions of thar 
Day, with a pure intention (for want of which 
many even of our beſt actions were frequently loſt, 
and the Merit alſo of our other actions, which 
are indifferent, and of no Merit without ſuch an 
intention) that as ſoon as they came thither 
they ſhould ſtrive which of them ſhould firſt kiſs 
ſweet Jeſus's Feet in their Crucifix, and remem- 
ber they had choſen St. Mary Magdalen for one of 
their Patroneſles, whoſe place was at the foor of 
the Croſs, when . Chriſt dy'd upon it ; and wiſh 
ro. Love him as ſhe did, ſaying a Pater and Ave, 
and telling our dear Savior they were going to 
School to pleaſe him, and that all their actions 
that Day ſhall be for no other end. | 

When they came to School, ro confirm them 
in the practice of that profitable Devotion ro ' 
their good Angel,ſhe had recommended tothem, [ſhe 


gave them an example of it her ſelf; and rook out 
of 
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of her breaft a little Paper Picture of her good 
Angel, the always carry'd about her, and Piaceing 
ic before her, and them (to pur them in mindot 
their good Angels who were preſent, tho inviliblc) 
the recommended her ftclf and Children to 
them. To theſe ſhe added, allo other profitable 
Documents, and neceflary Inſtructions ; as ot 
ſubmiſſion , of obedience , but molt particularty 
of that of Humility; a Virtue very necctlary to 
be acquir'd in yourgYears, where Nature ti! 
leads to the contrary. For this end, {he would 
have them always, call their Maid Siſter, in 
which ſhe ſhow'd no little fign of Humility in 


her felt, by commanding them to give the . 
C 


jame Title to their Servant, they gave to hcr 
felt: And tho nothing ' conld be more taking , 
than the fivect and ſubmiſſive humor of thctz 
Children towards her; yet {he forc'd the eForts 
of Nature, always to give place to thoſe ct 
Grace; as may be gatherd from the following 
paſſage. 

The Governours Lady, being one Day within 
the Inclolure amongſt the Religious, defir'd to 
ſee Siſter Clare, and her Children together ; 
upon this, fhe was order'd to come, and as 1h- 
enter d the Room, the Lady witper'd onc of 
them in the Ear, from whom I had the Re- 
lation, ſaying, 1 ſee, *tis not a peer and mean Habit, 
tha can hide true Nobility and VVerth; and beholding 
her very attentively, ſh» was fo ſtruck, that wores 
were too fcant to expreſs the ſentiments of her 

mind ; till ſome Tears hal made way for them, 
aud 


8 ge? 
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and then recovering her ſelf, in a paſſonate and 
abrupt manner, ſhe Giid z Here needs 4 Powerful 
Hand, to ſuſtain this great work; and being ſtill in 
a kind of confuſion, ſhe could not proceed far- 
ther, upon that ſubject , but looking ſtedfaſtly 
upon the Children ( who all this time, by mo=- 
ving Language Carcf'd their Mother, and hung 
about her Neck) {he broke out again into this 
expreſſion. O Madam, how is it poſſible, to leaye 
ſuch Children? This is 4 touch of God, that ſtrangely 
ſurprizes me. Another Perſon of Qualiry that ac- 
company'd the Governors Lady, lceing their 


| Mother expreſs ſo little Kindnels and tender- 


neſs towards them, endeavor'd ro Careſs them, 
and ſhow as much fondneſs towards them as {he 
was able. Telling them, They did miſtake their 
Mother, and that she her ſelf was their Mother , and nat 
Sifter Clare; upon which the Children ran from 
her ro their Mother , hanging. about her, and 
ſpeaking to her in ſuch moving Language, as 
melted the Ladys heart; and mov'd her with Tears, 
modeſtly to inveigh againſt the leaving ſuch little 
Angels; declaring, That her change of Condition, was 
an att alcye her Sex; nay, even above Flesh and Bloed, 
and was in her opinion, rather to be admir'd then imitated. 

This Rhetoric of both theſe Ladies had no in- 
fluence upon Siſter Clare; ſhe ſeem'd as if their 

words had not concern'd her, or as it ſhe had 

not heard them; and by this her humble and modeſt 

comportment,much amaz'd the ſtanders by ; who ad- 

mirdto ſee God Almighties Grace ſo ſtrangely Tri-, 


umphing over the bent, and inclination, of Nature. 
| CHAF 
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Her Zeal for the Converſion of her Relations 
io the Catholic Faith, her Prayer for them, 
and Ferverous Letters to her Father, expreſ- 
fing her paſſionate Love towards him, ty 
her fervent Zeal for his Converſion , not- 
virhfanding his great ſeverity, and unkina- 
neſſes tovards her. 


Ut this Heroical abnegation, of whatſoever the 
EY tenderneſs of Nature was able to ſuggeſt, 
the very extraordinary, as we have ſeen in the 
foregoing Chapter, did no ways hinder that reſt- 
Jeſs Zeal, ſhe always had for the Converſion of 


her friends. Her own words, ſufficiently prove 
that her Charity had no' other tendency ; as the 
following Prayer ſhe made for her nigheſt 
Relations will evidence: Which 1 find in her own 
hand amongſt the reſt of her Papers. Z 


O MoH great God of Mercy, look With the 
-" | Eyes of compaſſion upon my near Reli- 
tions, and Friends, Who are yet detain'd in 
Schiſm and Hereſie. And remember 1 beſecch 
you, that you did not bring them out of their 
Eternal Nothing, and Stamp upon their Souls 
| your 
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your own Sacred Image , in oraer to diircy, 
and ahandon thoſe perfett produtts of your 
powerful hand, having been pleas'd 10 ſend your 
only Son , to pay the ranſcme for whim, as 
well as for my naworthy ſelf, With the price of 
your moil precious Blood. Dart therefore, 0 
moit merciful God, fome beams «of year liahs 
into their dark, and deceived nnderſtandings = 
Hue mercy upon them, and let the light of 
your Conntenance shine upen them, that they 
may ſee the Truth of your Sacred MyS#teries- 
Give them Grace to ſubmit their Necks to the 


ſweet and eaſie Y che of your Precepts, propos'd, 


and deliverd by your Holy Church. O my dear 
Reatemer, What have I done for you ? Or 
What have I deſerv'd at your hands, that 1 
Should be called to your ſaving Faith, and te 
made a member of your Holy Church. Impart 
I beſeech yow , the like favor, by your bitter 
Death and Paſſion, to thoſe yeur miſled, and 
unbelicvins Creatures my Friends and Relations ; 
that together with my ſelf they may faithfully 
acknoYvledge, adore, and love you, their glort= 
ous Creator and Redeemer, here in this World, 
and in the World to come, praiſe and magnifie 
your oooaneſi, and juyfully Celebrate your Mery- 
cies with Canticles of Eternal Gratitude, and 
Thankszivine. Amen. 


If 
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If this Zeal was ſo particular fors her friends, 
you may imagine how active it was for the con- 
verſion of her Father; whom ſhe fo paſlionarely 
lovd, that no want of Aﬀection in him, was 
ever able to leflen it: Who, tho he Wrote {e- 
veral Letters to her; yet he never pave her the 
Title of Child, or Subſcrib'd himſelf, her Father. 
Bur oftentimes in his Letrers, he upbraids her, 
for committing an unheard of ingratitude, in tak= 
wg ſuch a courſe as this was, without asKing his 
advice or conſent : The news of which (as he 
faid in one) ſecn'd to him incredible , becaulz 
he never judg'd , that her Husband's or her At- | 
fetions to one another, had been fo moderate _ |: 
(by any thing he had ever heard or ſecn,) 35 
Thar they could be perſwaded upon pretence of 
Chriſtianity, to embrace ſuch a ſtrange and hor- |Þ 
rid undertaking, by breaking the Solemn Vor | 
of Matrimony, That hereby, ſhe ſeem'd to have þ 
ſuckt the Milk of a Tygreſs, rather than ofa | 
Woman; and to have loft all good Nature, and 
even Humanity it ſelf. He added, that it was 
an injury done to. Heaven, to call ſuch follics, 
and Inſinuations as theſe Inſpirations, and godly 
motions; aflyring her upon his Faith, that al! 
the Catholics he had ſpoken with, condemned 
this raſh and inconſiderate Aion of theits: 
and therefore conjur'd her, either to return to 
England, that he might have the comfort of viſit- 
ing them there; or to live together ſome where 
i France, or Flanders; whether he would come to 
ke them:- Requiring her to obey this his advice, 
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as the Counſel of a Father : Which if ſhe did 
not, he would never give her his bleſſing ; and 
ends his Letter by a bare ſubſcription of his Name. ' 
Thels ſevere checks from a Father, ſhe 
lov'd ſo tenderly, muſt needs have wrovghr 
upon her, had not the Grace of. Almighty God 
in a particular manner aſliſted her, ſo piouſly to 
bear them ; and that ſhe did fo, is evident, 
from the Duriful Anſwer ſhe return'd him , 
to his Letter couch't in ſo hard and ſevere 


terms; 


vin 


T- great condefeention of your Goodneſs 
= 70 zme, I did not receive till almeft io 
Alonths after it's date, elſe I had not deferred 
my acknovledement of it a Minute, and Yas 
met all that time Without great perplexily , 
Whether 1 mizht ( without an unpardonable 
preſumption) attempt to beg yeur bleſſing ; ſince my 
Adions have unhappily appear d to yew ſo Crimi» 
nal, as rather to deſerve the contrary. Wherefere 
I moſt humbly bee you upon my Knees, 10 
give me leave to offer unto yen, the ſole Mo- 
tives of our ſo much Wonder d at reſolntiqnts. 
You know Sir, that the State if Life I am nov 
in, is bnt what Ged Almighty has been pleas'd 
to erant me, after a long and earne#t. purſuit 
of it ; and Which if it had pleasd him to move 


Jet 
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you to erant me ſooner, as he vas pleasd to 
move my dear Sir John Warner, »ot on), 
zo conſent to, but even to propoſe , might 
have prevented the unbappy difiurbance, 1 have 
ſence gives you. Thoſe that conſider his 
Veriue , and that our CAfettions Yere Yhaly 
eronnded on that, Will not Yonder Ye Should 
deprive our ſelves of thoſe Temporal exjoyment:, 


we had bere, to make one awother a preſent of 


Eternal ones ; and indeed Sir, 1 preſume tt 
ſay, 1 believe you have that opinion of my kind- 
neſs to him, (tho you Yere never pleagd to be- 
lieve 1 bad thoſe due Reſpeits and Afﬀeitions 
I ought for you) Which might make you miti- 
gate that ſevere Cenſure you are pleas'd 10 
make of my CAClions tovardas you. Certainly 


Sir, leſs than a particular and flrovwe 1mpreſ- | 


fron, that the World was not ſafe for me, had 
not been ſufficient to have made me part with 
ſuch an Husband ; if you Will give me leave 
#0 ſay nothing of your ſelf, But I muſt nov 
acknowledge Sir, that every ord of this with- 
ont your particular goodneſs , may be offenſive: 
Therefore, 1 do not Write without extraordi- 
wary pain. As t0 the Infinite bleſſing of 4 
Fathers preſence, that you Were pleas'd to men- 
F108 ; twas too ereat to be offer d, till ve were 
ent of the Puver of enjoyine it ; and if you 
aid not name it. for a Torment to me, you 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER. 195 
Yould find theſe Conntrics ( confiderins the 


: nearneſs of the Spaw ) wery convenient for 


you ; here being ſuch entertainments, and ſo 


2 good Converſations, Which, if 1 were not here, 


might perhaps be an invitation to yowe Oh Sir, 
1 Wiſh ſince God has thus diſpord of me by his 
infinite mercy, that Wve had a Monaitry near 


Y 4 . you in Wales; for if I am to have any hap- 
3 pineſs in this World, 1 Wiſh it might be by 


'? your procurement : For then my heart Would 


be at rei, that you had forgiven me ; but a-+ 


7 bove all, that by ſo acceptable a Work as this, 


you bad gair'd thoſe bleſiines of Almighty God, 
which in my Prayers I ſhall never ceaſe to ak; 
knowing you would then find that true content , 
which the World has not yet been able to gfve 
you. Which that you may, 1 beſeech him of 


his mercy 10 move you to pardon, Whatever aÞe 


| fears to you, as Criminal in me ; ſince what 


contradicts not the Duty I ove my Hea- 
venly Father , I ſhall ever confeſs due to you. 
With all Humility upon my Knees, I beg your 
bleſane, for my For and Chilaren, 7 
| Your moſt paſſionate and af- 
fetionate Poor Child, 


CLARE of JEsus, 


N 2 To 
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To which Letter ſhe adds this Poſt- Script, 


Sir, 1 thought fit to ſend you theſe , but 
I beſeech you forget them, as ſoon, you hat 


read thrm, and forgive me, who am the cauſe 


of ſo much trouble 10 you 


Nor did herrcſtleſs Zeal for her Father's Con- 
verſion terminate here, bur ſhe ſtill us'd new 
Methods of endeavouring it. And receiving no 
Aniwer to her laſt Letter, ſhe procur'd a Catho- 
lic Gentleman ( who was extreamly well vcrſ 
in Controverſie, and a Neighbor to Sir Th;js 
Hanmer) to: take the occaſion of giving him 2 
Viſit, and - Diſcourſing with him, |” concerning 
Catholic Religion; and withal, defir'd him to 
carry this ſecond Letter, no lefs paſſionate then 
the former, that by his Converſation , he migit 
come to a b:tter knowledge of the truth of the 
Roman Catholic Rcligion, 


9-14” Ry 


A 7 Obligations, and ardent affection fir 
-"& jen, vill not ſufjer me 16 be long ſileiit, 
ror to fear, or excuſe my often troubling you; 
ard 1 do nov do it , in hopes that the Cou- 
verſation, and acnuaintence cf this Gent!/cman 
(Who is the beerer) Will be ſo welecone to yon; 
that you will citeem his Company 4 divertif- 
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ent, At leaft Sir, orant me this only re- 
queſt an ſatisfaction, to hear you bave diſ- 
courſed With him. I do really aſſure my ſelf, 
that if you Were convinced if the neceſuty , 
and hid Weighed themany reaſons Why you ouzht 
to be other than what you are; your heart ts 
tro great and ' Noble, to be kept back by any 
Worldly conſideration. St. Auſtin had ſurcly 
ſom:thing extraordinary in his Seul , before it 
met with it's right Objedl; and ive me leave 
70 ſay Sir, ſo have you's and I hope you may 
live to teach many to Love as he did ; if once 
all hindrances were taken avyay b:tvixt you aud 
that raviſhins goodaeſs of God. What is is 
we ſeek after, but full contentment of mind? 
Aud who can give that, but the plenitude of 
all goodaeſs? In him there is nothing but love 
an joy, his nature is to make all things happy 
in him, and yhocuer has once experienced, the de- 
lizhts he gives proper for the Soul, Will immeaiately 
abhor thoſe of Senſe , and confeſs them to be 
real pains. Sir, What can you lexve, or affer, 
but he can fortifie you to undergo; and change 
into comfort, what by nature you mo#t of all fear ? 
And infallitbly his goodneſs Will do ſo, if 
you Vil! only hear aud Diſcourſe impartially : 
Which on my Knees I humbly be for Chriit's 
fake, in remembrance of all he ſuſfer'd for you- 


Sir, do not deny mz behold me at your Feet 
M0 emoracins 


/ | 
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embracing them, With the affection of my whole | 
heart, and be no longer cruel to your ſelf, who | 
are ſo dear to me ; fince all the joys in this Þ 
World can be nothing to me, without your beins 
happy» Pardon me this importunity : I could P 
Write, 1 confeſs, and never give over, but for 


fear of troubling you, being truly, tho your wm 
worthy, yet ; 
Your moſt paſfionate and af- | 

fetionate poor Child, | 

CLARE of JEsus. | 


One would have thought, that theſe lines lo |: 
full of reſpect and affetion, might have deſerv'd 
an Anſwer, if the former had not; and have con- |: 
vinced him, - that the want of affetion was not 
the cauſe of her pious undertaking, which he taxt 
her with ; bur that this happy change of hers, 
had purified that love, which ſhe befo. : had for 
him; in giving her ſogreat a concern, as ſhe ex- 
prefles in this, for his Converſion ; on which de- 
pended. his Eternal happineſs. And th6 neither |} 
this, nor thoſe dayly Prayers and Tears ſhe of- | 
fer'd for him, could gain the leaſt upon him; 
yer till ſhe continu'd her follicitations to | 
Heaven in his behalf, andthat her Prayers might/ |} 
be the more efficacious, ſhe endeavour'd the | 
more earneftly to obtain a more perfe and hap- Þ 
py Union with God. | : 
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CHAP.iV. 


Her generons Reſolution of tending to Perfedli= 
' on. The Teſtimony of her Ghoſtly Father 
and others, how diligently (he puts theſe her 
KR: folutions in Pradiice. = | 


F- T will not perchance, here be amiſs, to give 
| a ſhort Idza of that conſummate perfection, 
| ſhe ar length arriv'd too, which cannot be ber- 
ter perform*d, then by ſeting down thoſe gener- 
ous Refolutions, I find in her own hand a- 


mongſt the reſt of her Papers. 


'© Mo# Sacred and nndivided Trinity, Three 
Perſons, and one Eſjence, caſt 4 
glance of your All-ſceing Eye , upon my un- 
Worthy, Vretched and Wounded Soul, groaning 
under the burthen of her on Abyſs of miſery ; 
trembling at the conſideration of your ſecret 
Judaments; confounded at the memory of her 
former diſloyalties, and inzratitade, all couer'd 
* With ſhame, and picrit With ſorrow : Humbly 
| proflrating her ſelf before the Throve of your 
' dreadful Majrity; and tendering her Petition 
to your infinite Mercy. You have been Po 

N 4 
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200 The Life of the Lady WarNex: 
O benizn Lover of all Souls, to expel her 
hitherto mot pattently. You have moi «ffica- 
ctouſly terrifyed ber with your threats ; eu h:ve 
moſt earneſtly invited her, nd poteer fully di an 
her Wath your premiſes; you have given ber a 
ſirong confidence in your goodneſs , and mr 9. 
You have induced her to an abſolute cxpiatiun 
of her Crimes, ana a perfect reconciliation Ly 4 
ſencere Contrition, tative Sacramental Cerf. fii:n, 
and prompt ſatiifaftien; you have 2,49 hi 
Arong. reſolutions of an itntire Reformation. 
T bis is the change of your 1ight-baxd, az.d the 
only efj.e# of your goodn:ſs, ro Whom be uf- 
cribed all honor and praiſes And noYy my pov - 
ful Creator, my unfeiterd Soul, aſpires to a 
high flight , jhe: covets a nearer corjundlicn 
With your infinice perfedtions, and cxcillencics, 
Zhe omly Object of her Love, and repoſe of hr 
deſires. * O! Who vill give her the Wines if 4 
Dowe, that ſhe may Soar ap to her biuluuid, 
and ſpend the ret of this Pilerimaze , in the 
veer Comemplation of Heavenly Myerics, 
by a perpetual retiremert, and divorce from thije 
many tur.rlem diſtractions, ſhe has been it» 
cumbir's withalz and from all fellicitnde and 
care of any thing below. Tafufe therefore , O F 
Drvire attradt,r cf Souls, your efficacious Grace ; 
Hireng:h:s fer deſires, and confirm her riſilt= || 
t10;3s ia fo hiey AB mierpriz: ; for the Religu's 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER: 20r 
of ſin have yet an. overſvaying Pover, over her 
eble Will, her cruel Enemies [he in watt 10 
obitruft h:r free paſſage into this happy State 
of repoſe. The ſenſual propenſcons of Fleſh and 
Blood, are in a continual confiutt to ſubdue 
reaſon, ani the enticing allurements of World= 
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ly objedts in her imagination , endeavour 
* 20 blind the interior Ey:s of her Soul ; and 
divert her from beholding the beauty if Vertue, 
from conſutering her own miſery ard ingratitude, 
and from contemplitine your infinit2 beauty, 


| and love tiyards her. Lit therefore , your 
i Powerful firength break afunder, all theſe fironsg 

| bonds of Iniquity, and let the fame force that 
has fo happily aiſpeſſeit Satan, of the Empire be 
bad in her, re-iuveit you in your jul inhai- 
tance and habitatioa, Emvel;zsch her With all 
folid Veriues and Perfedtions ; make her 4 
Paradiſe of delizhis, by liting her behoid you 
in all thinzs; and thn re afſume her to your * | 
felf,, who are ber Creator, Preſerver, and Rev _ 
acemcr. Amen. | 


Having gather'd out of her own Memoires, 
how far ſhe was advanced in all the ways of an 
interior Life, and to what a pitch of the Union 
of God, ſhe was arriv'd; it follows that we rake 
notice of thoſe ſteps by which ſhe mounted up 
ro this ſo eminent degree of Perfefion: Which 


her Gaoſtly Father, and ſeveral of the REA 
take 
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2032 The Life of the Lady WAarvwExs. 
| take notice of in the Characters, they by requeſt 
gave of her fince her Death , from her firſt 
entrance into a Religious State of Life : Viz. that 


ihe had fo deep an apprehenſion of her own No- 


thingneſs, that of all Vices ſhe ſeem'd to fear, 
that of vain-glory the leaſt. All the extraordi- 
pary favors ae receiv'd from Heaven, ſcrv'd on- 
Iyto increaſe the bad: Opinion ſhe had conceiv'd 
of her ſelf. From this Humility, and profound 
acknowledgment of her own unworthineſs, ſprung 
25 from their fource-all thoſe other Vertues to 
fngular in her. As to her Recollection, beſides 
what I Ifhve already ſaid of this ſubjet, ſhetrod 
the paths of the moſt Iluſtrious Saints, always 
walking in the ſight of God; which holy excr- 
cile became "fo. habitual to her, that ſhe once 
mmgenioufly acknowleged, That ſince her entrance 4- 
wiongiF the Poor Clares, she had hut twice loft the 
Devine Preſence, and that for about the ſpace of an Ave 
Maria, each time, being 1akenup with too great ſullicitude 
for. hcx Children. No wonder then, ſhe had as many 
- 7. "4 ung Witneſles of a Recolle&ed Spirit, 


25 there were perſons who dayly convers'd with 


her. Her looks, as they tid, and that Hea- 


venly Air which appear'd in her Countenance, 
was ſufficient to ſtrike Reverence and Devotion 
zato. the moſt wandring and diſſipated imaginati- 
Qn. There was no need of ſtudying her humor, 
or obſerving her times, hertemper was always c- 
qual, as was. her mind; thoſe Graces and Ex- 
cellencies of an even and pleafant humor , never 
kul'd ber; fo. char no accident, tho. neyer fo ſur- 


prizing 
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prizing and ſtrange, could make the leaſt viſible 


impreſſion upon her : Her Vertue was not of a 
faint or fading Nature, like'that of ſome render 
Conſtitutions, which changeth with every blaſt, 
bur ſtrong and permanent; not to be alter'd by 
any Siefioudes. or various events of this Life 
The change of weather, the infirmity of ſickneſs, 
the Death of friends, had no influence upon her 
conſtancy; this golden vein of indifferency that 
ran through the whole body of her actions, 
made her Superior to all events, that are wont 
ro move, and work upon others; nothing bur 
what was in God, from God, and for God, was 
any part of her care; in a word, not to run this 
Topic out into a Volum ; ſhe had obtain'd by a 
Maſtery over her natural inclinations and paf- 


ſions, fo perfect an union with Almighty God, ' 


that her whole Lite ſeem'd to be one continu'd Act 
of love and Adoration. This Communication with 
God, was attended with that high degree of Pray- 
er, which according to Divines conſiſts in paſ- 
lively receiving the impreſſions of the Divine 
Spirit; inſomuch, that her firſt Abbeſs Reverend 
Mother Faytor, who had ſpent ſeveral Years in 
that Holy practice, affirm'd, Thi it was ſo ſuper- 
natural and ſublime , that all she had either read 
or heard upon that ſubje, came short of her Prayer, 
which ths she could never tonceive or underſtand the 
depth of; yet she was fully convinced it was from God 
as having ſo irrefragable a Teſtimony againſt Deluſion , 
as was her humble Obedience and ſubmiſſion to ber Ghoſt- 
ly Fathers, in laying it afide as long as they judged = 
l 
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204 The Life of the Lady Warnwnex, 

Tho in the mean time ſhe felt ſo great delolati- 
on, dryneſs and darkneſs, as ſhe was better able to 
ſuffer then to expreſs; which was a ſecond proof 
and no leſs convincing than the former, of the 


Truth and Goodneſs of her Praycr, and of the. 


Spirit that conducted her 1n 1t. 
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The Excelleacy of her Prayer , gather d fro 
ls fruits. 


F the Rule, the Eternal Wiſdom gives us, 
& how to make a right judgment of any thing 
by it's fruits, be infallable , as certainly 'tis, 
we cannot miſs the making a right one of 
the ſolidity and excellency ot her Prayer; it we 
take a view of it's fruits. For ler the Prayer be 
never fo high, and'never fo hard tabe underſtood, 
the fruits thereof are viſible, and eaſily perceiv'd. 
Her Prayer then, tho it was very high , did not 
conkilt in extravagant Raptures and Franſports, 


which ſometimes draw to ſelf eſteem Rifnels of 


zadgment, a neglect of Rule and Order; but 1n 
the praftice of all folid Vertnes : As ſhe her ſelf 
hath given us to underſtand by tranſmitting un- 
ro us thoſe Divine lights, and interior motions 
Almighty God infus'd into her Soul , which af- 
ford us {9 mauy convincing arguments, of the 


ſolidity 


a.) * 
tho RIA 


+ 


Rs EE nes Ree 3 Nap ROSARIO ROSIE nn WP COR ART 8 
ALYT 9” of x KE 4, EX Lad HS nb RT «E232 _ WT £4 + SE. it; LIL Ia ng xy." 
SO I Or Wo RH OTE BT SS ES en 


pets eo 
me hk 


Tinſs rY 
EGS, 
+ 1 AMES 


The Life of the Lady WARNER. 205% 
6 ſollidity of her fervor and Devotion. Takethen 
in, her own words a {hort Summary of what ſhe 


ſo long practis'd. 
: Some of her Fruits of Prayer, 


* How long, O moiſt po Obje& of 
« Divine Love, ſhall. I be deprived of thar 
* Soveraign good, which my Soul incef- 
*«ſantly thirſts after? When will you put 
«a period to this my tedious baniſhment? 
© When ſhall I bz (atiated with the' fruiti- 
* on of your glorious aſpet? ] am wholy 
*© tranſported with the love of your. on- 
*f ſpeakable gooineſs, and my ardent af- 
- *feftions ſurpaſs the bounds of moderati» 
* *cgn:; But the conſideration of the Beati- 
*<fical Viſion , and my own unwerthineſs 
*<gives mea fevere check, and puts me mn 
*© mind of my own aſpiring preſumption; 
*© telling me, that if my wandring thoughts 
**{oar ſo high, as to pretend to the fayors 
* of boſom friends; the heavy burden of 
© my Iniquities and Tranſgreffions, wall 
* bring me to an unſcaſonable fall. - O dif- 
« mal Conſideration | O horrid deſolation ! 
« This 1s the Dart that deeply pierces my 
© poor Soul. This 1s that fierce and cruel 
*Lyon, Which with open Jaws ſeems 

rk © ready 
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206 The Life of the Lady Warnrx. 


© ready to deyour me, and rend in pieces 


«<my bleeding heart; whether then ſhall 1 
* turn my felf, but to you, O my God the 
* fountain of mercy, and goodneſs ? Suc- 


«cor this diſtreſſed Soul of mine, which 


« you have framed according to your own 
*© likeneſs. But how can |1 hope for mer- 
«cy from you, my WOE Crearor? 
« Whoſe Divine Perfe&ions Ihave lo often 
< contemned ; Whoſe Sacred Law I have 
«fo frequently violated ; whoſe Holy In- 
< ſpirations Ihavyeſo much rejeted; whole 
©« amiable Invitations 1have moſt unvrate- 
« fully ſlighted, and wholy defaced the 
«Sacred Image of your Divinity , which 
« you imprinted on my Soul z nor can [ 
*« alledge any Merits of my own, that may 
& make me worthy of your fayor or mer- 
*cy; but like a helpleſs wretch, my own 
« Conſcience crys out guilty, aud fills me 


* with ſhame and confulion before the. 


< Fribunal of your Sacred Majeſty. What 
*« hopes then of redreſs? What Advocate 
*to plead my cauſe ? Shall the Sins of my 
«Life paſt ſeperate me from what 1s ſo 
*« dear to me ? O Eternal Sun of Glory, 
«let the peircing beams of your bright- 
*nels diflipate the dark Clouds of my 
«« Tranſgreflions; and open the way for an 

E © Interview 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER. 2oy 
er Interview, between me and you, the 
only comfort of my Soul, Ler the ar- 
«dent fire of your Charity diſſolve what 
©ever 15 hard and frozen in me; inflame 
*my heart with an intenſe love for your 
© Beauty and excellency ; let not Heaven 
«frown upon me, for therein lies all the 
« Treaſure I hope for, | 

* Have mercy therefore upon me, QO 
© moſt compaſſionate Redeemer! I am that 
© Prodigal Child, who have ſpent ſo many 
© Years in Ignorance and Error, confum« 
«ing the precious ſubſtance of your So- 
« yeraign Graces, by my vain and licen- 
* tious. living , and now finding my elf 
*« deſtiture of a]l Spiritual helps, by your 
«c \weet attracting Inſpirations, I return 
*« full of ſorrow and confuſion, to you my 
«loving Father, my $kilful Phyſitian , my 
** powerful Redeemer ; 1 confeſs I have 
* finned againſt Feaven and before you g 
**bur open, 1 beſeech you, the Bowels of 
*©compaſlion, and of your great mercy and 
*© bounty, receive me again into favor. 
*I am that loſt Sheep who have fo long 
e©gone aſtray, from your Flock. But ſince 
*<1r has pleaſed your never failing Provi- 
« dence, to bring me into the ſweet Paſtures 
*of your Holy Catholic Church ; keep 


«<<and 
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208 The Life of the Lady WARNER. 
*<and preſerve me in it, by your moſ: 


**powerful hand; let not the deceitful al. 


*lurements of the World, lay any farther 
"©3nfetion upon my Soul. Heal my ſores 
a by th: infuſion of thoſe Spiritual Graces, 
**which [your bitter Patſion has Mer:ted 
*for meg bind up my wounds, cleanic me 
* from my Iniquities, ſpeak but the word, 
* and my Soul ſhall live. 

<O let not any thing remain within me 
*that may make me ungrateful to your 
**moſt infinite Purity, Your Ali-iecirg 
* Eye does molt clearly penetrate the mult 
* ſecret corners of my Soul. Burn thre. 
**fore, and-conſume with that Fire of pr? 
* Charity, all the ſtubble and drofs ci my 
*« former tranſgreffionsz that I may havc 
**a pure Soul, ſuitable ro your pure love; 
*for you know, that nothing can fat:ate 
*« my ardent deſires, but your felf; in whom 
**all good is contain'd: Give your {ct 
* therefore O Beauty of Angels, give your 
<<felf ro my Soul, and I ſhall be rich c- 
*<nough? But alas, what reciprocal O»- 
**Jation can Imake, O ſource of goodne:s? 
*1.can g1ve nothing to you but what 1 
< have recery'd from you, take therefore 
** to your ſelf, my whole Being, tak: ail 
*: the powers of my Soul, allthe ſenſes, of my 
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* The Life of the Lady WARNER. 209 
« Body, my Heart, my Will, my Deſires, 
« and Aﬀettions ; take all thatI am, have, 
«qr cant hope for, and if I'had more I . 
«would give more ;z' if 1] may call any 
re thinga eafc to your (elf, who-are the Su- 
” ccpreme Lord of all things ; and there- 
; cc fore, whateyer I can give you, 1s al- 
} fcready your own ; take therefore what 1s 
. © yours, and di{pole of 1t, according to 
« your moſt bleſled Will and Pleafnre - 
«Make my Will yours, -and let all the fa- 
- © cylties of my Soul never-move; but to 
< bleſs and praiſe you; that ſo drawing 
ee nearer and nearer to you, who are my 
*« ſole delighr, I may at length be: wholy 
ceabforpt, in your-'Sacred Divinity, and 
© Celebrate your praiſes with an Eternal 
<< /AlVleluia. 


[7 


'* This you ſee how by the purgative, and il- 
ſuminative' way, ſhe attains to. the Unitiye,  af- 
rer-ſo high and wonderful. a manner; that ſhe 
ſeems to: have traced' our the foot-fteps of thar 
worthy. Gentleman, and great Spiritualiſt, Mr. 
Ruiſſon ( with whom as I] before mention'd ſhe 
became acquainted. at Liege) and to have put in- 

c practice thoſe adimirable diredions for Prayer, 
.. Which 4t* her” requeſt he gave her, im a Leiter 
+ . Dor long before her Death. Which: fince there 
Y apprars in it anldca of that Pertetion, to whos 
Fi > | '0) 1C 
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he had arrivd , and ſhe fo cloſely follow'd; 
th it be ſomewhat lo ng, yetl cannot believe it 
will ſeem tedious, and therefore haye ct itdown 
at large in the following Chapter. 


00000000000000000000000040000099 
CHAP. VII. 


Myr. Ruiſſon's Letter to Sifler Clare ; con- | 
taining admirable directions for Prayer and Þ 
V mon With God, in which Perfedion chiefly | 
confoits : Tooether With her humble Anſver. 


Ear Sifter in Teſus Chriſt, in the Coun- 
A try of darkneſs all is darkneſs. The 
light js reſerv'd for Heaven, Which God hides 
from us in this World under Shadoves, Viſions 
and Figures, which $t. Dennis of Alexandria 
 admird. and revereni'd , without underſtand- 
mng them- Whilf Adam aited by the Prin- 
ciples of Faith, he conſerved himſelf in tht 
State of 1 nnocency, and 1 ommortality , and it 
 @ perfett Vnion with God ; but from the m- 
ment be endeavour d to raiſe himſelf to the 
light of knowledge, he Ioftf himſelf init's dark- 
neſs, and became Criminal; becauſe he defir 


 . 4 greater. knovledge, than God had beftowed 
#074 him. | 
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The Life of the Lady WARkNER. 2rr 
So commonly the greate# Schollars, and mo#t 
piercing Wits, do wot make the humble and 
greate Saints. Learning is a Tyrant, that. 
never failes to perſecute them that poſſeſs its 
It perverts their Wills, cafts them mv Pride, 
and preſamption, and nov and then into the 
Abyſs of Hereſfie and CApoſtacy. Hence it is, 
that God has founded the Maxims of” Faith, 
upon his word; whoſe chief My#eries, and.mo#t, 
; neceſſary to Salvatien ,' are tncomipreben- 
 ſfble, that he might make the yay to Heaven, 
equally caſie to the Learned, and ignorant , 16 
great and ſmall; and fo hold our' Indements 
in a perfedt Vnion, With all he ſhould propoſe 
by his Church. Moreover, in this blind Obt= 
dience, one may teflifie a greater fidelity , and 
praflice more Vertue; there being leſs © off ſelf 
tove and ſatisfaction , and more courage and 
generoſity 3 77 an humble acknowled ement of 
our ignorance” ( ſuch as St. Paul made whe 
he ſaid, He knew nothing but Chriſt Cru- 
cified , and that he had no other knoYledee, 
than What he had learnt at the foot of the Crofs ) 
than by beinz Matter of a gvcater knovledge, 
than the greate# Dottors of” the Church Vere 
inſpiPd with. Wherefore Dear Sifter, Hudy fi 
deity more than knovledee, value Faith more 
than Life, and Love, more than curioſity ; which 


i Love operates in you the Vniou you arfire , 
4 QO 2 and 
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Z 2s The Life of the Lady WARN ER. 
and has made you like Abrabam. learv 


your Houſe, your Conntry, and vn theſe 
tender and Sacrcd Friendſhips, which were per- 
mitted you to enjoy in the World : To the cul 
that this V nion micht be ſo much the Stronger 
gnd more pure, and that God mizht have an 
intire poſſeſson of your heart, Which he bifare 
poſſeſſed but by halves. 

Dear Siflcy, this abſolute leaving all yu 
poſſe, by your Profiſiion in the face if 
the Church ; this generous ſubmitting your [cf 
for time and Eltcrnity, 10 the diſpoſal of ht 


Divine Providence ; this blind obcdi:nce, 10 V 


the Voice of your Speuſe, Yhem yeu bave felr 
 lowd; docs not only unite you to him but diſ- 

poſe yeu to a perfedt annihilation ef your ſelf; 
by which one comes to a kind of Deiformity, 
Which is the Kingdom cof God in a Soul; 
' Then abandoning her o\n knowledge, lights, 

deſires, and Will; the plunges ber ſelf vith all the 
effects beth of her natural and ſupernatural 


Being, into bim; -that henceforth ſhe may ſy 


ith ft. Paul, Vivo ego, jam non ego, vi- 
vit vero in me Chriſtus; 1 live, now *t1s 
not 1 that live, but Chriſt that lives in 


me; all her Works, being in a manner Gods 
operations, | 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER af} 
PT is then ( when a Soul is arrivd to this 
place) that God is her Life, her Being , her 


Lizht, and her Love; *tis then that he Works 


in her all things, she neither knoVing the end, 
mor cauſe of them. And this shews the poſ= 


ſbility- of not looſing God a moment, without 4 


continua! remewb'ance of him, or an appre= 


heafion of his preſence ; he Who bas his heart 


and eyes Ry upon Lo as if you Wcre 
4 


the 9:gect uf his ppine s, cannot looſe you 
or an infant; you have therefore nothing to 
looſe ; becauſe he is yeur All; and you. cannot 
lorſ: any thing becauſe you pojeſ him, Who is 
all things; and becauſe you have I f* of what 
you Were in appearance, and in your ovn julg- 


meat; that he aloae might ratzn and triumph 


in you, and be A!l in All to you, Beſides 4 


. | Soul in Grace, can neither forget , nor looſe 


Goa for one final: moment, as Well according 
to nature ( her Memory and Will veins an in- 
drvifivle part of her ſeif, and without parts) as 
according to God Who ts her Treaſure, the Me= 


T mory of her Memory, and the Will of her Will ; 


Which Powers being united to, and loit inGod, 
have no more any Being or 461,on of” their own ; 
all their operations, Exterior aud Interior being 


from God and in God ; ſothat loſs or gain, 
forgettine or remembring , muil be the ſame 


to you; for if the attual and perceptible , re- 
O 3 membring, 


'2r4 The Life of the Lady Warns, 
Spembrive, Whith paſſes by the ſenſe and ima: 
"ehnktion, Were pro table for you ; he loves ou 
Foo well, to ſubtraif it from you for a mon nt. 
'1s is not therefore this exterior Image , repre«| 
feed to ſenſe, that you owieht 10 Hop at, tut 
rather at that Interior and Eternal Memory, 
"Which reſides in the bottoms of yeur Soul, and 
ts continually in Adlion, becauſe the Principle 
"of Life is in it , and that js even the Life 
Which makes it live; for in the State of ti 
Vnion with the Body, it cannot raiſe it ſelf 
'ab-ve What it ſees and knoYvs, without the hit 
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Lg ſome Figure, or Corporal Charadlcr, or at 
teat ſome shadoW of mattcr, Which wvanishes 
avay by Faith, as all other material, tranſi- Þ 
tory, or corruptible things do. Your Per- 
ſection "therefore dear Sifier conſiſts in being 
What You are, and doing, What you do, and 
in nothing elſe; if God looked for more he 
Would more hearken after your deſires, than his 


_% 


Ovn; Holy indiffcrency is a State of Life or 
Vocation, is that which makes up every ones 
Purfettion, and Santlification; for to deſire 10 
be move than he bas a mind ve (hould be; to 

| Cape af ity more, than he Bas a mind to eve; 
ad to be tdntent, With ones Portion \, to be un- 

| oF baſe _ a moment, when he re- 
To diſ-unitt us from 5/7 Nutr Re ay 
£fod & man Whatever," excep 
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The Life of the Lady WARNER 225 
from his Holy Will ; is an effect of ſelf-love , 
which inftead of uniting us more aud moreto 
him; doth rather ſeparate and divide us from 
him. — 
It is a lamentable blindneſs of the ereate#t 
part of Spiritual Perſons, and rather hinacrs, 
than anem:nts their Perfettion ; when they let 
themſelves be carried on with too great aheat, 
and zeal to obtain it ; Whereas, they rather 
ought With patience, and ſweetneſs, to expect 
it, /rom the pure goodneſs and Grace of God. 
How many Prayers, Works of Charity , Com- 
munions, Watchings, Labors, Mortiſications 
and Fas, will one Day crave I nſtice againſt 
us? For having done them by the Spirit of na- 
ture, and 1o pleaſe our ſelves; and rather 
ollow'd our on fancy and opinion , than the 
Will of God : Which by the Prophet Uaiah 58. 3+ 
he complaines of : He only requires from us pro- 
portionably to what be grves us, and is ſatis- 
fied ith our doing his Will With a Purity of 
Intention, rather than our own; Who Santti-. 
fies even our defedls, in that finzle Relation, 
they bear to his Orders, and Eternal acfiens; 
* is this Which made St. Paul as Well as «St. 
Auguſtin ſay, He did the evil he would 
not, and did not the good he would; 
Which he Was not at all troubled, knoving well 
that 'God does not impnte to fin, the failings 
O 4 
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of nature, Which are not free; ſince love excy- 
ſes them, covers them, blots them ot, and 
. even turns them to our good, and glory. 6 
that if you deſire to profit by your own loſſes, ty 
buy Heaven with bad Mony ( and indecd Ye 
-bave no other ) make a Divine Commerce, an 
Eternal Bargain Yith God, whereby your Will 
hich is a free,Spiritnal, and an Immortal Poyer, 
' . Miftreſs of her ſelf, and of all the other Por: 
does from this moment for ever deſtine, imploy, F 
and apply, all the parts and peices of your Being, 
to be (as the hand of a Dial that ſhovs the Ft 
bour) a perpetual Remembrance , Conzratuli- P 
tion, Thankſgiving and Inbilation for all the Yr 
. Praiſes, Homages, Reſpeits and Adorations, V 
. Which all Creatures give, or (hall eternaly 
give to God, for the love he bears to him- 
ſelf'; to the end you may Adore, and Glorifie (| 
 bim in this Spirit ; aud love him ith that ff 
eternal love, Wbich alone is vorthy of him : And ! 
Ged will ſhey you as much good will, and give |: 
you as great arevard for it, as if you yon. [cif |: 
aid give all the Offerings, Sacrifices , ad Bleſ- 
ſings, which Mea and Angels give him in 
Heaven and Earth, Nay, the Will, that has 
an Infinity for it's Clject,, may make all the 
Individuals, of Human , and CArgelical 
Natures ; all the motions of Soul, and Boa); 
Nay even all Created Eeings, to an Aion 
Fa | ON 
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all, and may be compleatcd in a moment? 
\ And what Treaſures of Glory does a Man looſe, 
= Zhat is either ignorant of it, or negleds it 
: « Twhilft heis buſied in ſo many thines, whilit 
he isſad or joyful, upon account of different 
accidents; without referring them to God, as 
their Origin : Since in him they are eternal, 
infinite, and moſt perfect, aud out of him they 
are nothing but vanity and tys; that ts finite, 
corruptible, and ſubject to an infinity of chan« 
ges, Dear Siſter, flop a While here, view this 
Spirit of V nity, Which is the Spirit of God him- 
ſelf, Which gathers divided and diſ-united_ 
things into one, to draV us out of multiplicity 
and the imperfedtion of nature, into this holy 
Vnion, With a Transformation into himſelf: 
Which makes one conirary to be found in the 
other, the Creature in Ged, Perfettion in Im- 
perfection, Vnity in Multiplicity, Light in 
Darkneſs, Peace in War, Recolledtion in Di- 
fHraftion, Sweetneſs in the Croſs, Abundance 
is Poverty, Life in Death, Corporal in Spirie 
tual, God in All, and All in Him. Do not 
miſtake me 1 beſeech you, in thinking that be- 
cauſe God changes ſo ofien his manner of pro- 
cecaing 


- | or grain of Sand; concur 10 ſo noble 4 
© Good God how admirable , profitable ,, and 
| Divine is this exerciſe ! Which cofts nothing at 
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ceeding with you, he is wot ſtill yours, and 


ou his; dive by the light of Faith, into the | 
darkneſs where he hides himſeif, penarate the 
Yeiles of Bodies and Spirits, with Which be 
covers himſelf; ſee him att. in all bis Cres Þ 


tures , giving them their determinate motirn, 
who is properly their / Life and Being : Not 4 
Hair preſents it ſeif unto ow Eycs, Vithout 
his fight and permiſyons to the end, that that 
lively 4nd alive Faith of yours, may ſee him 


 #n his Imuzes, and Charafters ; as ve ſee a Saint | 


in his Cloaths, or a Friend in Imagination; 
whili we behold his Pitdure, that repairs the 
weakneſs of our Memory. 
Dear Sifter, make is laſt effort , imitate a 
King, who to Eftabliſh himſelf, and to R:irn 
peaceably in a Kingdom newly Conguer'd ; fills 
every place vith horror and deſolation : Puts 
#0 the Syord, n#. only ſuch as oppoſe his de 
S#ras,but even rids him elf of hs ſuſpetied F riend-, 
| for fear of ſome Treaſonable furprize. 11 like 
manner ao you kill and deitroy all your Sworn 
Enemies , Annihilate all your defires , and 
Puſotons, take leave even of What appears V eriue 
ana Perfection; becauſe they make a noiſe ant 
Paley, and cauſe more Smoak and ditiratlti- 
0, 'than they avzment the fire of Love : Bid 
Love'enter into it's ſogrce , ca uſe Humility 10 
Koep love Company, or debaſe is ſelf belop Luci- 


| fer , 
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Fer; and deſire your Friends to ſleep and take 


their repoſe > ſince the Son of Man goes Fo 


be abandoned , forſaken, and Crucified , #0 
EFatlich God alone in All, and throuch 
/]. His Dominion ana Empire in a Soul in 
Grace , is the Creating Eſſence, or the wery 
Eſſence of the Creator, 
I have made an. Epitome of the Nothin 
of all thinzs, and of the All of God, Which 


 Pradtice Will better explain, than reaſon : 1 


hope this at preſent is ſufficient to aſſure 
you, of the Aﬀection of him Who is, as much 
as any one in the World, except your Brother 
Clare, Dear Sifer 


Ih Your moſt humble, and 
Herke tuly 13. moſt affectionate Sers 
7 09+ vant in God, 


OS 


Rut$SON. 
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To ſhow with what Humility, and how brief. 
ly and ſolidly the reply'd to this excellent Letter, 


will here ſer down her Anſwer, Tranſlated our 


of French , which contains a great deal of ſub- 
Nance in a few words. 


SAR, p 
I Confeſs *tis 4 good While ſince I receivd 
* your Welcome Letter, Which my indiſps/i- 
Hon  hinder'd me till nov from AnſWerizz : 
Pleaſe but to obtain for me ſome of that true 
end pure love of God, which you ſo Well a;- 
courſe of, - and ſo faithfully pradfice , that ani- 
mated thereby, I may be able to ſuffer ſickneſs 
&r Whatcver God pleaſes to ſend me, Yith ſuch 
a perfeit ſubmiſion, and Vnion to his Divine 


Will, as that I may become intirely his ; and 


then I ſhall be better able to converſe with you, 
for at preſent T am unYverthy of juch 4 Cone: [t- 
. rior; . but mufl own, that when "tis God: Will 
$0 move you toWrite to me, I both receive and 
read your Letters, With « great dcal of com: 
fort , yet cannat- deſire this, or any thine elſe 5 


bat that his Holy Will ſhould be done in ail 
things. Amen, 


« 3 1K, | 
For the Love of God, Your moſt un- 
gnd the Bleſſed Vir- worthy Sgr- 
gn Pray for me. ._ ant, 
CLARE of JEsus. 
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CHAP:.VILL 


A Short Account of ſome remarkable paſ< 
ſages, in the Life and Death of Mr. 
Ruiflon. | | 


Ince. Mr. Ruiſſon's Letter, ſet down in the 
| foregoing Chapter, as you have ſeen, con- 
tains ſo. much Spirir and Devotion, I think ir 
will be no- unpardonable digreſſion, if 1 add a 


word or two concerning himilclf, that the Reader 


may be convinced , that this Servant of God. 
practi zed what he Taught; and thereby be in- 
duc'd to ſt a high value and eſtimate, as well 
upon his Perſon, as upon his Dodrin; andalſo 
conceive a higher <ſteem of Siſter Clare ; fince 
a Perſon fo. Illuminated and favor'd by God as - 
he was, expreſt ſo high an eſteem of. her, and 
ſuch a Zeal to ſerve her, in fo earneſtly promo- 
tivg her advancement in Perfection, and. the fer= 
vice of God. FL FH 
Take for a mark of his Humility, (a Vertue 
that is the foundation of all Perfe&tion ) the 
humble Letter he Writ to Brother Clare, then 
Studying Philoſophy at Liege, in which he 1n- 
cloſed the foreſaid Letter, unſealed;. where after 
all the pains he had taken in Writing it, and 11 
ebtaining light from Heaven, without mo 
p uc 


322 The Life of the Lady Warns. 


ſuch a Letter could not be Writ ; left the ſend- 
ing or burning it intirely to him, confiding more 
in the Judgment of others, than his own ; a great 
mark of Humility , and of the true Spirit of 
God. His Letter tollows, Tranſlated out of Latin 
in which it was Writ. 


Deareſt Brother in Chriſt, 


Receiv'd your Letter With the incleſed from 

Deareſt Sifter Clare, which 1 here ſend 
yon, t0 let you fee her great Humility , tvas1o me 
4 true Spur to Vertne,” perceiving thereby, ſhe 
eahears only to God, this being her ſole aim, 
this ber only deſire: And to expreſs ber Hu- 
wility the more, ſhe asks of me, altogether it- 
Borant of this V 2407 0r Tranſforma tion , ſome 
direchions 10 obtain it, or rather a method of 1e- 
moving all impediments of that , ſbe her ſelf F 
Poſſeſſes ; but knoWvs not ſhe does fo: And ra- | 
ther than not ſatisfie her zreat H umility, I am 
moit willine tt diſcover my on ZOnOrAnce ; and 
have therefore ſaid yhat octur'd, on this hi gh, but 
Profitable ſubjei?; eaſier learnt by Pradiice, than 
tanght by Rules : 1f you approve of them pleaſe 
fa ſend them, and that ſhe may like them the 
better, and receive them rather from the hand 
of God, than that of a Sinner ( the her Hi- 
mility vill ot permit her to reject them upon 
this account) pleaſe to ſhew them to ſome ex- 
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rienc't perſons of your Colledze, that they 
a | blu AE » eſpecially ro ſome 4 
theſe, who have treated With ber, and there- 
fore can be#t judge Whether they Vill be profi- 
' table for her: 1f they diſapprove them, bur 
them ; for I had no other aime in Veriting 
them, than to (hev that there yas nothing more 
grateful to me than by ſerving her, to expreſs 
my etteem and affection, for G great a Servant 
of God, as I eſteem ber to be ; For jo ſerve 
her, is a greater happineſs and treaſure to me, 
| than any this World can afford me. 1 recoms- 
mend my ſelf. and Family to your Prayers, and 
am from the bottom of my heart, Th 
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Deareft Brother, - 


Your moſt humble, and 
unworthy Servant, 
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. His Son the chicf hopes of his Family, being 
how grown up in, Years, and having had an 
Education ſuitable ' ro his Birth and Quality, 
Mr. Ruiſen defign'd preſently ro Marry him, 
that he might ſee him happily ſertl'd in 
the World , before he left it ; and therefore 
made it his buſineſs to find out a Match that 
was convenient for him. Bur whilſt the good 

. Father was thus contriving to ſettle his Son in 
the World, his Heayenly Father called him out of 
Ir, not immediately to himſelf, bur to a Religiois 
Life, the beſt and next way to him; for his Son 
finding himſelf inſpird by God, to enter a- 
mong rhe' Diſcalc't' Carmelites , 'was fearful of I 
propofing it to his Father (knowing his de- i 
figns look't another way, and believing it im- | 
poltible ro gain his conſent ) and choſe ra: 
ther fiſt 'ro enter into Religion, and then ac-, 
quaint his Father with it : Which he did preſently 
after in .a very. Duriful Letter, aſſuring him 
that the. too great affetion he bore him, 
made him not difcover his Inclinations to R<li- 
gion, apprchending on the one fide leaſt his 
compaſſion, in being a Spectator of his Fathers 
afflictions,- 'might be fo oreat, as even to make 
him ſtagger in his Vocation;' and on the other, 
fearing he ſhould be wanting in his gratitude tO 
God, for having given him fo gratious a Call to 
the moſt happy State of a Religious Life; it bc 
did not firſt embrace the happineſs God cail'd 
him tO, before he acquainted his Father, wit! 
his d&livn ; Wherefore he beg'd his par- 
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prefering- [what he: thought .G6usi Will:-: 


his ;”* would - not appetr a' Crime: and: ahav>th 
"& him ratlide to Atrribute 


bi not axking his: ne: 0/0 diffidence he 
had in his own firength/; c this” kind and 
powerful | perfivaſions'z ns = 6:want' of :que 
confidence in him aflyriog him}s rhatt In-all-' 0+. 
ther things, hie ſhould :make.jt kir\gewoft endea>. 
vour'ro contribute to this greatercomforr and (a+ 
tisfaion ; and "thereby. FRITels bis: due Obedi- 
ence ts his laſt breath. - RY EW 
Mt Rvifon was" indeed; as his" Son expected 
chiwprizdarthis Letter, butzriwas with a joyfu : 
rowful ſurprizal's for contrary to his' 
apprehenſion; he congratulates with" him for. his 
happy«c6ice; by which he had maig'd: his feliciry 
above WHarever +be- could: have 'hept \to compaſs 
for him in this World , ſhould he. thaverbeeh 
ablets* have Je him the Univerſe And: as. for 
what" concerhvd' his, and © his Families: advange 
ment' bythe March' he had-in« profpea; for him, 
he:laok'e upon--it as awe itii_el His thoughts, 
in eoinperiln. of the'comforr he-itobk;/in feei 
him=1Þ : happy” -by. :the choice he: had; make 
Aſlwing him ,-+be ſhould be! berrer” leag'd !to. 
have hi ibiFaraily: :end'this way,! than'to: ceave'him 
Maſter=bf: ie + :iBecauſe -byihis ſquirting the 
tranfiiery''goods|*:/he- had purzhimbelf ined. afe- 
cufs:wiy of gaining;i not: only 'a -Hundred-fold'in 
this'Yifs,  according//to- our--Sayiours promiſe'ixo 


Thoſe hae quit Enthex,'or Mother] Mouſe or Lands, _ 
'P or 


=.» 
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fn bis {ake;. but an Everlaſting Inheritance, and an F- | 
Lemal | felicity/ in the. next, ._ And therefore, he r: 
ATI ngratulated, .and enyy'd his Pious under- 
DE, iEapprov'd or repin'd at it. And 
to: Brother Clare not long after 
this heron he; Writes as follows. VVhilf 
my FW rppnt aye taken up about Marrying my Sm, 
behold. a wonderful effett fy Providence, a change ;prought 
by the ptwnful; bend of the higheſt | þ. more pleaſing to 
me then the gaining au- Empne @, He without Acquain- 
ing.100, or @1), of bis friendsapith his deſign, is emterd 
30. be Religious amongſt the Carmelites : Expreſing 
Joy ſuch 4 @ntenpe of the FVotld, as it truly. deſerves. 
| ore, pardon me if I have recourſe to yours, 45 | 
wye-. to the reſt. of my friends; Prayers ; that the mere 
of: \Godzwould venehſafe to chexish, that Seed of bis Grat, 
_—_ mp Jute hjs | Heart; aud.net. permit my wuvorthy- 
fo ment te the, 
WO 


continuance of bis mere 


16} Mov RR ahes, bi k/Hovles Henke, near Mout- 


| 2 pe it Jeraitoaleoge his Goods: "Hews 
all ixbe rime:; as buſic: 2s any one, in his cndea- 
aours>..both;to; ſfuppreG.qhe. Fige., and. ſecure 
whar he could of; his Goods, \but when be found 
He: Fire had--gar the Th , and all his 

'S. Were the; went and warmed 
:time). with as much 
niky, and chearfulneb of 


mind 
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mind (which viſibly appear'd in bis Countenance 
as if it had been a Bone-fire; which one of his 
Neighbors took great notice of, and extreatnly 
whaanagy't at this his extraordinary. comport- 
ment, asked him how-it was poſlible to laffer þ 
eat a Croſs, with ſo much calmneſs and chear- 
Ineſs, as he expreſt by his Jooks?' To 
which he Anſver'd, That be looked upon what bad 
bepper'd to be the VVill of God, who bad abundantly 1e- 
compenſed his loſs , by giving him a greater comfort atid 
[atigfattion, in ſeeing his bleſſed VVill perfarm'd mn this 
mamer , than be could. have neceiv'd., bad he beflow'd 


apon bim;an infinity of Earthly Treaſures, and. Temporal 
Bleſings. © > : 1i4 _ | OE 7 y | 
' Anothet yory remarkable thing of this Gentle- 
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man.is, that the day before his Death , Brother 


Clare gaing to: Montague, took his way by Herke, 


to have 'the farisfaian, of giving. Mr. Ruiſſon 3 


Viſit (who, had been..ſo Kind' as to. give hit 
.many at Liege, upon the account ofthar Spiritual 
Friendſhip, which he had contrated with Siſter 
Clare ) © coming thither ,- he '' fouhd © hich 
very lick ;. yer perfectly in his Senſes, and as 
chearful as ke had ſeen him; bur was concern'd 
to ſee him, lay'd after, fo poora manger upod ah 

round, and asking the reaſon of it ;* his Servants 
fignified', that ic was in Obedience to his own 
Orders, they had made his Bed in that manner; 
and that: he. would ſcarſe, thd in ſo weak a con- 
dition, admit of any help. from them ; and had 
alſo'defird- his Wife ,: for his, as well as for her 
own greater comfort (being he faw Ihe ſuffer'd 
3 3 very 
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very much'. to. ſee him i in that ay that 
'ſhe would, nor come to him , bur leave him to 
make. the "beſt uſe he could, of thoſe few mo- 
wents. -he had left. Brother Clare, th6 pleas'dto 
ſee him, as Mr. Raiſſon-alſo ſeem'd to be with his 


| Fit, yer was troubl'd' ro "fee him 1o ill accoma- 


ed.; and therefore be *d of him, to accept at 
Teaſt of fuch helps and | conveniences, as that dan- 
7erous condition he was in requir'd, that might 
conduce bork to his eaſe in his ſickneſs, and con- 
tribute | one t -his'recovery'; for the manner he 
Þad ord Npim(elf ro, be treated, could not bur 
irc au) Pthent his diſtemper, which of ir ſelf was 
already — great. To all which he reply'd, That 
ould he be tt thoue hoſe compeniencies he ſtill had , be 
*bould be very glad; and he Babu know what comfort he 
by tþ boſe bi” had depriv'd hiniſelf of, be 
pref: lim w [u it thoſe be hail left; than deſire 
m:t.of others"; Fo 'then asked Brother Clare, 
' he thought the Inconyeniencies che ſuffer'd were 
nd. '* | thoſe which: our . Saviour had ſuffer d, fir 
?. An 7A farther. avet* 'd, That the only rrouble he 
by (0 , that 'he could Fox nr more at his 
is "bis. | | "ee dhed with ſc 
peprcied this 


$ "nance, Pty le WERE £ Noup hob {kink him to 
'be in wa Ll Har,” hers th&nghr he was 


1.5. otherwiſe. .he would: "5g 
"comfort and” advan e of being g. prefene at his 
Death : ich bapper ds the: fameiNi, ghr he fr 


$5: He giving no” I ; evidence of Pie Vertue 
at 


given himſelf the 
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at bis Dea, .than ha had dong in os: Life; 
_ Not only. by 2 p* erfet Reſignation to Gods Will 
in $i it; bur by pes, deſiring, as St. Paul 
did, To be diſfſoly'd and. to be with Grit wh 
Perhaps the occaſign-of this grear Friendſhip, 
be: expreſt both ro Brother and Siſter Clare, 
proceeded from thoſe Inclinations- he found in 
himſelf, to do what they had done'; and in this 
without doubt Almighty God made'him a kind 
of living Martyr ; even by the too great Aﬀedti- 
on of the Perſon, the loved moſt -in the World 
(I mean his Wife) who our of the tender Af- 
fetion. {he had for him, never would give her 
conſent, for-their retirement into Religion ;. tho 
he had frequently defir'd it, with very great in- 
ſtince : And this kind cruelty of hers, was doubt+ 
les fo great a croſs,” as nothing bur. his Love 
| to Gads, Will could ſiveeten, and- render ſuppor-. 
table : The truth of which he one Day confidently 
dilcover'd ro Brother Clare ; for diſgourſing with 
him abqur the happineſs of a Religious Vocation, 
he: told him in Confidence, That it was 4 double - 
favor , that God had leflow'd upon him, in giving him 
ſuch a Vocation, in the State he was in; and at the ſame 
Aga affording him, the means of putting it in execution, 
? ging his Lady the ſame inclination. God in, <d, 
ys he, has been ſo good as to grant me the frf ,. by 
letting'me ſee the happineſs of a Religious State, and 
giving me very eameſs defizes of entering into Religion; TT 
but as yet he has youchſafed to give me little hopes of 
putting theſe in execution ; not perceiping he, gives. 


the ſame. io my Fife ; ; and: added, that be 
"2 found 
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 found'it very hard to receive ſuch a Montification, a; « 
refuſal was, to ſo adyantagions a requeſt , from a perſon 
he ſb intirely lov'd, and who alſd refus'd it out of a Me 
tipe of love ta bim; wherefere he thought this ſo great 
an afſlittion, as 'twas impoſible for any one to conceive 
the greatne[s of it , that did not attually feel it. 
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AH remark:ble paſſage of. her burnins ir 
 Pidture, 4 little before her Death. 


ANTS x common Axiom in Philoſophy , that 
"& motion (for example, in a Stone caſt 
down from a high place) the nearer ir comes to 
the end, or Center to which ic tends, the more 
fwift it is. , Siſter Clares example ſeems to prove, 
that the ſame Axiom holds' no leſs in Moral 
_ than in Natural' Philoſophy ; for th6 from her 

rſt Converfion ro the © Catholic Fairch, and her 
entrance into Religion , which immediately fol- 
low'd the other, ſhe never 'ſtopr; bur fill made 
4 conſtant and continual progreſs in Perfe&tion; 
nanaping each pretions moment of time to the 
Nt advanta e, to prepare her ſelf for a happy 
| terniey *Rill advanceing towards her 'end ard 
Ceriter of her affeQions, God himſelf: Yer there 
is one inſtanceof her Zeal, thar happen'd a little 
before her* Death; which manifeſtly - proves that 

| t 


he 


the nearer ſhe. approacht her end, the fiifter 
progreſs. ſhe made; and chd perhaps what I'am 
_abour tq relate, may art the firſt fight appear to 
ſome leſs conſiderable; - yet whoſoever ſhall right- 
ly weigh it, cannot bur be of my opinion, that 
it far exceeded the. other ations'of her Life; 
expreſſing a ſtrange fund of Humility, Con- 
rempt of her ſelf, and ſolid Piety ; which alſo e- 
vidences that the lower ſhe hereby debaſt herſelf, 
in her own thoughts, the higher ſhe was rais'd 
in Gods eſteem , | and in' a very ſhort time 
mounted to ſuch a hight of PerfeCtion, as de- 
ſerv'd immediately to be Crown'd. ” © l 
| Brother Clare, long before he, or ſhe had any 
thoughts of Religion, had procur'd her Picture 
to be drawn in Miniature, by that famous and 
renown'd Artiſt Mr. Cooper,” which being extream- 
ly well done ,.; and very like her , he cauf- 
ed to be ſet in Gold, - with a Criſtal before 1. 
This PiRure he ſent to her with: other things to 
Grayeling, ſuppoſing ſhe would beſtow them up- 
on the Children iz. As ſoon as they came, ſhe. 
beg'd leave to diſpoſe of the Piture; Mother 
 Abbeſs thinking ſhe deſir'd this leave, rhat ſhe 
might give it.to one of.her Children, told her 
ſhe might diſpoſe of it as ſhe pleas'd; ſhe had no 
ſooner obtain'd Mother Abbefſes conſent, bur ſhe 
. preſently endeavour'd to get the Piture ourof 
the Caſe ; and what a Workman could ſcarce 
have done with Tools in a Quarter of an hours 
time, Proyidence: helpt her with a Pin only, to 
take out in a moinent (even to her own admi- 
oo ration, 
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ation,” as ſhe-afterivards declar'd) and leſt her 
defipn' ſhould-' be: diſcaver'd, before ſhe could 
meet. with a conveniency of 'burning it; ſhe im- 
-mediately ſcratchr the Face all over with the 
Fame, Pin, with: which ſhe had taken it out of 
:the Caſe, :and:-as ſoon as ſhe came to the Fire, 
ſo -dextrouſly:Uirew it in, that none perceiv'd it. 
-Not longafter, Reverend Mother Abbelis asking for 
.the  Pifture; Sifter Clare ingenuouſly rold her 
-what ſhe had done with ir, having had her leave, 
:x0i:diſpoke of. it : as ſhe. pleasd : And Bro-. 
-ther-:Clare. ' hearing | alſo ſhe: had burnt it, and 
ſometime after Expoſtulating with her, for having 
'depfiv'd "the Children of fo "comfortable a Trea- 
ſure , as that. would have been to them; ihe. 
made him this. Anſwer, That she was ſorry sbe had 
-dove* what: 5he found' was diſpleaſing to him , which he 
- would: wot have diſapprov'd bad he reflefied how fit it w4s, 
 thar-the Pitture;. of what she bad taken fo: much Pride 
«in; *should" come. to: no better an end, than the Original 
- deſery'd; Ingeniouſly»: covering and exculing 
one. :a&. of Humility with - another. This 
_#eentd to; be the: haſt Aion. that God Al- 
- mighty had refery'd, for'the” compleating of her 
+ Crown; for::the yery Morning that the Copp) 
thus periſhy'g, the Original :was;ſeiz'd on by her 
alk: Sickoels;)25 if rhe Humility ſhe had <xprelt 
"itc;burping HerPiture; bad: obtain'd of God to 
"PE the Qriginal ;*and;: render - it. more like 
- D15 Own Image;, by calling het to; his: Bearifical 
Viſion ;- St; labs. aſſuring :us,(iVVe shall be like vi 
- when we shall ſte bim as be 35; Providence allo bereby 
FOES: : manifclt- 
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manifeſting, that the more earneſtly ſhe deſird 
40 be forgot by. Creatures, the more ſhe was re» 
membred and rewarded by her Creator. - So 
that whilſt Siſter: Clare thus fervently endeayourd 
in a little time, ro make up a great Crown, by 
a faithful practice of. all. Verrues ; eſpecially, of a 
profound Humility,. the foundation-of them all ; 
Almighty God, as I before hinted, defign'd to 
put a Period ro her Vertuous courſe ; judging 
it time to reward the labors of fo Penitential a 
Life, as her love had caus'd her both to 'under- 
take for his ſake; and to -make ſuch wonderful 
progreſs in, as I have recounted : Whereby ſhe 
deſery'd the Encomium, which the Holy Ghoſt 
gives a fervent Soul, Fiz. that ſhe had conſum- 
mated or heapt together in a ſhort time, ſo great 
a ſtock or Treaftre of Vertue and Merits , as 
others in along time, even in many Years were 


not able to obtain. ſ 
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CHAP. Xx. 


: The Porefieht God gave her of her Death , hir 
concern for her Fathers Corrverſuon , and 
ber Letters to him about it. 


4 "$7. E reward that God often beſtows upon 
E. , _ perſons of anextraordinary Piety an1 Ver- 
tuous: Life , is 2 forefight and knowledge of 
their. Death ; both to animate them to ſpend the 
ihort time that remains , to make up their 
Crown with greater feryor ; and the better to 


ERIE oemlelves for this change, by a frequent 
Hgnation, and ardent deſires of a happy dilo- 
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Jution , that ends in the beginning of an Ecer- 
nal Union with himſelf *'Tis probable , as we 
may gather from that which follows, that God 
had beſtow'd this favor upon Siſter Clare; for 
whom Reverend Mother Abbefs being much con- 
cern'd, by reaſon of the accident which that Morn- 
ing had happen'd to -her, of fallin into a ſound 


in the Quire, ( ſhe having no le kindneſs and 
tenderneſs for her, than wi a had) went 
to Viſit her in the Infirmary ,. whether ſhe had 
order' d her to retire her ſzIf | to try if ſhe could 
PL thinking nothing better for her : Where 

nding ſhe had got two or three hours reſt, 
Mother Abbeſs was much comforted to ſee her 1o 


extraordinary 
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extraordinary chearful , as ſhe ſeem'd to be 
hereupon ſhe told her, {he thought the worſt 
was now paſt; and expreſt how comtorted ſhe was 
to ſee her ſo well. She ſmiling rold Mother Ab- 
beſs, That she thanked God she found ber ſelf ready and 
moſt perfetbly refign'd to embrace his Holy VVill in all 
things, and therefore had no apprehenfions at all: of Death ; 
nay, if- she could deſire one thing more than another, it 
would be rather to die, than live : And that which now com- 
ferted her, was the thought that this would be ber laſt 
Sickneſs. Reverend Mother Abbeſs earneſtly defir'd 
her to lay aſide theſe thoughts, telling her there 
was not the leaſt appearance of any danger of 
Death; and that ſhe hop't ſoon to ſee her as well 
again, as ever ſhe was in her Life : Bur ſhe 
Aniwer'd with a ſmiling Countenance, full of 
ccmfort and conformity. Dear: Mother, God has 
now decided a Queſtion ( which I have often thought of 
- with no ſmall trouble) Viz. VVhether Brother Clare 
or I should die firſt? For knowing bow great an Af- 
flition, the Death of either would be to the ſurviver ; 
«nd diftding in my own firength and ability to bear ſuch 
4 croſs ; and on the other fide compaſtionating the af= 
flition, which 1 am ſure be would ſiffer, 1 darſt never 
beg the one, or the other. But now it is Gods VVill 
that 1 should go firſt, and this Sickneſs is to carty me 
' "#0 my Graye. 1 doubt not , but his Infinite goodneſs, 
who defigns to give Brother Chare this Croſs , will 
alſo give bim Rrength to bear it. Thispaſlage alone 
is an undeniable Argument, as I faid before , of 
her 'being a Favourite of Heaven, and evidently 
ſhews the great Union ſhe had with God in 
| Prayer, 
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Prayer , and 1s a fignal token of her great 
Conformity to the Will of her Heavenly 
Farker. {= +. 

- After ſhe had imparted this fad and Propheti- 
_ cal News to Reverend Mother Abbeſs, her Fea- 
yor grew. more violent, which finding a Body 
fo exhauſted, and broken, ir ſoon got the Ma- 
ftery over. Nature, and render d her unable to 
' take any farther care or charge of her Children; 
yet did _ not hinder her from proſecuting her 
Pious endeavours for her Fathers Converſion; 
by making uſe of that little ſtrength ſhe had 


lefr, ro Write at. different times the following 
Letter, 


STR... 


AT true and Paſiionate deſires for yow 
© ""PappineſF, canot be. leſſen'd by any 
ſeverity of yours, nor can your ſilence frightes 
m? ont of the concern, 1 ought to have fot 
your felicity ro my laft breath. The dayly tx: 
perience 1 have, of the comfort and happin eſs 
that there is, in being mm the. true Catholic 
Church, breaks my heart to think that you are 
out "of it 3 and that I 4118 yet" (o uncertain of 
mcetmg yIu in an Eternity of Toys.  O tet it 
not be ſo any longer, the Ways TRL are ſveet 
412 eaſie, and you'l mever find comfort , ſi 
i 4s long as you pleaſe, but. in.. God, T0# 
PP would 
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would pardon me this ic 1 alloy my 
ſelf; if you ſaw my heart, and Tears Which 
almoil hinder me ons Writing this Letrer ;; 
and 1 am ſure they would move your goodneſs 19 - 
4a compliance With my requeft, in vouchſafe- 
ing me an Anſwer ; Which I shall | ricezve 
on my. Knees with inexplicable joy , if i 
pleaſe God that 1 Hive till it comes. -1 hambly 
beg your blefing 4 and my Ladies, for the Chit- 
arer and , Pom : 


- 


Your | unworthy Chuld, | 


CLARE of JESus. 


a » 


Not Jong after ſhe had Writ this 'Letter,'a 
good: ocrafton offering *it ſelf by a Gentlemans 
paſſing"thiough Graveling,” who going>for . England, 
undertook "ro deliver a. Letter ro; .her Father, 
with his. own hand ; ſhe:ook the pains to. Write 
again, being! moy'd to it, by the rhqughts of her 
own approaching Death, as well as by.the news of 
the Death of ſeveral .of her Fathers Neighbours 
and Relations, which put her'in thind of whar 
might happen co him, and 'how unprepared. he 
VWs tor it.” * ” | 


7 


_—_ 


SIR, 
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W Hilft I was making a flrid iniquiry, 
4 bow. 1 wighs ſpeedily s 4nd fe ecurely 
ſend you another Letter, in hopes that before 1 
die, your goodneſs would move you to vouch- 


fafe me the comfort of ſuch an Anſ\ver, as my 


beart mus paſutnately longs for; Providence 


vas pleai'd to bring 4 Gentleman this Yay, 
Who has kindly offer d me the ſafe conveyance 
of this Letter into your hands;” Wherefore, tho 
1 very [ately traubPd yow With one, and tho 
Writing in the weak condition 1 am in, ic: 
ve 4 great deal of pains yet that of the Bu) 

is nothing in reſpect of the pain my Soul ſuf- | 


fers, as-: often as 1 refleft upon the danger 


yours is in ; and "that the Eternal happineſs : 


of that, : depends upon the uncertain moments 
of this tranſitory Life: Wherefore Dear Sir, 
once" more upon my" Knees, 1 humbly beg your | 
 Blefing, Which perbaps will be the loſt time | 
<ul aih it, and alſo beg the comfort of hearing 
IY of your | health » Which TX hope #s good , thi ! 
: ank God mine is at preſent in a very ov 
endition; his Divine Will be done in me, who 
does all things for the beff. Alas Sir, when 
| #4 conſider that 've are all Mortal, and that 
| #here is an E ternity "of Happineſs or Miſery 
1 that attenas ws 5 boy can 1 refrain from bein? 
| thus 
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thus troubleſome .? Since I knov not how 
ſoon that change may come to you, which I have 
refan 19 expeel will ſoon bappen to y ſelf; an 
which 1 lately beard, has arriva to ſeveral of your 
Neighbors ; Who tho young, and (as 1 fear) far 
from the thoughts .of it , are ndv bus Dutt. 
How then cam the pein that my Heart feels be 
conceal'd? Or indeed, how can 1 expreſs What 
1 feel, till yaw are out of dancer; and in ſuch 
4 condition , as Death may. Welcome 10 you, 
whenever it comes.s For God's ſake Sir think 
of it, ſurely ſuch 4 number of Mariyrs., and 
Learned Confeſſors, have. -not diſpiſed the 
' World, and ſuffer d, for nothing; Oh no, God 
ſpeaks to us in every thing, and all the, Benefits 
that we receives. every moment proclaim his goods * 
neſs';, Who requires nothing. bus. that veBelieve, © 
| be Sorry, and be Saved. And Þhen verdo be» | 
* lGieve bt, and love Jeſus Crocified, that Ve hate 
exr ſelves for:heving offended {o. wich: love: 
Having done this, What he. requires for our Re- 
pentance, inflead of ſeeming hard, Will prove 
ſweet | and eajie,” Aud [o.1 donbt not but ut vill 
#0 you ( Dear Sir) if as .my humble requett 
you vill do this ;. and that you will find ſach 
4 joy. and comfort in the doing it, as all yoar 
pai Life could never afford you. Behold me 
now. therefore profirate (if 1 could) below the 
Feet of all Creatures, and even the Earih it 
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7 to beg of you for Chrifts ſake, not 10 de- 


' ay my requelt; of retiring your ſelf two or | 
three Days, to conſider the 'Trath of thines; 


. and to take to heart your Eternal concern. J f 
1 vere dying you vould not deny me this, and 
F knov not hoy far Iam from it at preſent, 
being "very" ill--of 8 lenenithing diſtemper , 
which 1 fear vill end in Death,” CAnd there- 
fore T beg is of you,” #s my lat 'vequeft; with 
- all the tenderneſs #ndl-earneFineſt, my Scul can 
expreſs; aſſarin; 700, '1 that your grant of it Willbe © 
45 "dear" 20 me, "as" the Life "'you gave me. 
Pardon | my 100 gredt boldneſs, 1 be F ech you , 
 foriho't would yot for the World willin oly of- 
| fend you; yet 1 cannot avoid muking this pre- 
| .ſamptuons reque (4s I fear you” will think #) 
q Dear "Bir y ys _ '1s 400 "fi Aﬀection, 
eft-ind Con Pr you,” 10 be Filent where 
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Her Interior ſufferings ; in time of her fick= 
neſr, and the effects of her Childrens Viſit, 


* NE would have thougtic that the infinite 
A roodneſs of God, which permits him not 
to be behind hand with his Creatures, ſeeing her 
in the interior affliction ſhe ſuffer d , upon ac- 
count of her Father, as the forefaid Letters ſuf- 
ficiently expreſs; as well as the exterior the felt 
from her Sickneſs, and a want of thoſe helps td 
bear it, which the Auſteriry of her Order per=- 
mitted not the uſe of, and which her love: fot 
him had thefefore made her chooſe, lovitg ſuffering 
above all things in this World, becauſe 1t was the 
beſt expreſſion ſhe eonld make of ber love to him : 
I ay, one would have thought that the goodneſs 
of God would have moy'd Rim ro temper, and 
ſweeren theſe great afflitions, with ſome interiot 
comforts; bur. it happen'd, that his Providence 
dealt quite otherwif with her, not our of a want 
of Love, but out of an abundance of it;.who 
ſeeing the fidelity and courage, with which ſhe 
ſery'd him, and her cotiſtanx Conformity to his 
Divine Will,” event ini the hardeſt things; and 
knowing alſo, what an Eternal weight © Glory, 
theſe monientary ſufferings gain'd tor her , and 

| QA 3 that 
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that the more pure her ſufferings were, the greater 
alſo was her gain; ſeem'd to withdiaw himlelf, 
topether with all interior comforts that accompany 
a lenſ1ble feeling of his preſence, ſo intirely trom 
her, that ſhe thought he had totally abandon'd, 
and forſaken her; tho till he refided in the (e- 
cret_ of her heart, and inviſibly afliſted her to. 
bear this moſt ſenſible aſflicion. Declaring one 
Day theſe her ſufferings ro a Siſter that 
came to. Viſit, .her, who was a great confident 
of, hers, ihe defir'd ber to. Pray for her , that 
ſhe might intitely abandon, her {elf ro Gods 


Will; and fignified to her-how great an addition it 
was to the Mortification her ſickneſs brought 
with ir, that it depriv'd her of Religious obſervance; 
Elpecially 3. that of the Divine Office. Another 
time {he expreſt her ſelf ro thoſe that Viſited herin | 


+. 
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he trewttd. her no worſe then his wn Son, when alſo te had «- 
baridon'd;for her ſake ; all« therefore she wats abltnow td do, 
us tonite theſe her interior ſufferings and dertlifions, 'to 
theſe he ſuffer d upotr the Cioſs, when be complain'd of his 
| Eternal Fathers forſaking him ; anil beg dof them to afiiſt 
her with their Prayers, that she might bear this tryal, as she 
ought; reſtifying, that the pain it eccaftow'd was ſo great, 
a that it bid made her almoſt. inſenfible of her exterior 
ſufferings, neither feeling the pain of her diſtemper, nor 1a- 
ſting what was given her ta Eat. One of the good 
Siſters thinking to give her eaſe in theſe her ſuffer- 
ings, at leaſt for ſome little rime, deftr'd ſhe wonld 
admit of a Viſit from her Children; bur ſhe 
Knowing, how much her indifpoſition had chang'd 
her from what ſhe had been formerly, was unwil- 
ling ; for fear ſhe ſhould not have ſtrength en6ugh 
ro maintain that equality of mind, which ſhe had 
till then expreſt in ſuch like occaſtons; yet after 
much intreaty ſhe gave her conſent, that they 
ſhould be broughe ro her; no ſooner were they 

y 


come to the Bed-ſide;, but ſhe fell a weeping. 
This unexpected accident made them obſcark 
be taken away from her, and after they were 
gone; the Siſter asked her, the cauſe of her 
Tears, ſhe anfwer'd, ';was my tenderneſs that made 
me VVeep, being well I bad often much 4 do to fot- 
bear the expreſſing the ſentiments of 4 Mother; but now 
being overcome by fitkneſs , 1 cannet overcome my \ſelf- 
"Then the Siſter asked her, How she had attain'd 10 
that great Mortification , and conqueſt over Natuve? 
She reply'd; That from the moment" she left, Brother 
Clare, -all things, but God were diſpleaſing 10 ha, and 
LE: 35 TS 
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-ehat the Children putting her in mind of that other $4- 
. erifice, which sbe bad made toGod, caus'd ber anew toſeute | 
«ber 4ffef& ions upon her Creator, which by the aſſiftance of his 
| 1\Divine Grace, could not be alter d by any Creature, 
Perhaps the thoughts, that this was the laſt time 
-- ſhe ſhould ever. ſee them in this World, and . 
that they were to be left to the care of firangers, 
or elſe expos'd to a dangerous Edncation by - 
their Proteſtant Relations ; might occaſton her 
tenderneſs in this Vitie, which ſhe overcame in the 
-next; in which the Children were alfo raken from R 
her, upon account of their own, andnor of their  ** 
Mothers Tears. - As foon as they were out of the iÞ- 4 
Room, Mother Abbeſs asked her, 1f she weremt ſh © 
rreabled for them, No, ſaid ſhe, 1 bleſs God not inthe || + 
leaft, for 1 have long ſince given them into his hands and : 
| powerful proteftion , who 1 am ſure can, and will : 
Fake care of them. 
_ Without doubt (as the Religions: rook no- 
. tice of before) ſhe had as great a Fendernets 
for her Children, as a Mother could have, and 
yer {he was fo much Miſtreſs over this paſſion, 
as ſhe ſeem'd ro have none at all for them, which 
. -made one of the Religious once tell her in Re- 
,*creation,. That she would be much aboye her in. Heaven 
"by, reaſon of the great Oblation she had made ; To 
-whom Siſter Clare Anſwer'd, 11 3s ea. dear Siſter, 
that will meet with the higheſt place there , for having 
given your ſelf to him, when you were Young , making 
- bim 3eur only Spouſe; upon which the Siſter reply'd, 
And do you count "it a ſmall thing toleave Brother Clare, 
"aud" your ty'0 Angelical C bildren 2 Here hcr Humilt- 
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Garenkd not iler--her - own: the/'greatne(s of the 

9h (yer her love to God forced' her to make this 
acknowledgment. : In leaving Brother Clare and: we 
Children,:1- cant ſay that 1 have left nothing, and then 
ſmiling faid'; God deſerves greater _— Dear Siſter, 


es can make him. 
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s A ' Aringe and wonderful Pitadois! ca 
"> *afflition ſhould be a mark of Love; 
the-Divine Wiſdom, Truth it ſelf has Sechard, 
That God Chaſtiſes thoſe he Leyezs. If this therefore be 
Hue ascerrainly 'tis, his Love to Siſter Clarewas very 
extraordinary, who gave her ſo many marks of it, 
| by ſendin her ſo many aflitions: Bur one comfore 
 Meexpreſt to have till left, was, thar ſhe ſhould 
dic before” Brother Clare; bur God would nor per- 
mie her long'ro. enjoy this neither; and would alſo . 
give her'this tryal, even when ſhe was in © very 
weak*acondition, as made her leſs able ro bearit, 
Viz." the ſuſpition of Brother Clares Death, which 
happen'd from-his unwonted filence to ſeveral Ler- | 
tersſhe' had Wrir to him, and in ſome of them 
abotithe Chitdren's concerns, which ſh: knew 
wy would:.not fail to Anſiver by the firſt op-- 

C3 | portunity z 
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Porrunity 3'/and': becauſe the was difappointed in 
this, {he imagin'd, that 'he was dead ; . and under 
| char"veonvidtion fuffer'd as "much, as if he had 
been traly' to; yer fhe. filently underwent this 
bidden' afflition-for 'a long time with that cou- 
rage, as not to diſcover any outward fign. of grief. 
at all; rill at laſt her'want of ſtrength, forc't her 
at leaſt ta, a change of Countenance , caus'd by 
this following accident, * She giving ſome Letters. 
which ſhe had Writ to Brother Clare, to ſend by 
_ a Father thar was going to Licge ; the Siſter 
that was to carry them to the Father, finding them 
open, defird-herto Seal thet, upon which propoſal | 
they diſcern'd a more then ordinary change in her 
Countenance; which proceeded, as afterwards [he 
own'd,from the Confirmazion this action of theSiſter 
| if ro theſuſpizion {he before had of his Death; | 
| belicving that to hide: It, -luch care was keg 
that ſhe lhould geal hex Loners. . Fhis certainly 
was one ofthe greateſt teyals 'thar could befal ws 
ox Thax could. call. ber conftaney 11 the love of 
God to 3. were than ordinary Teft. It you de- 
fires: kepw.the conflict ſhe fe, 'and "om [he 
onnm0d fn her. (lf in ir, take-ir.in her own words, 
334 find among her Papers ſhe. gave account 
of tt tp her. Ghoſtly. Father. The: Combat 1 bat, | 
«ud. bew : wholy offer dup Brarher Clare 6 Almigh!) 
Gul: hich b- deny Sing", ur  Blefſed © £40) » 
6. ol | ta affit-iwe to keep: | 
4 : ta make this Sari [| 
{ enegter- :Henor- "ih od whan-1 beard 
Ball Ring , Wy. 3 rraas and 1 was 41 
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in's Commotion;- the firſt thing as 1 remember'T-did: 
was: to fancy him dead , and ſo I proſented him gt our- 
Bleſſed: Ladies Feet, and beſeecht her tg offer himup for; 
me; I beg'd alſo the ayd of St. Bruno and St. TIED 
and then-t reſolv'd - never to deſire to. ſee- him, | and if- he 
shogld. rome, never 0 look; on him, to pur him clearly. out 
of my beart, to: be no more concerned in him than a ftran-. 
ger; then it came into my mind--to behold him dead, 
and to ſay to Almighty *God 1 was" glad of it, and 
wauld have it ſo, ſince he- was 'pleas'd to have tf; 
but'this cut my beart into a thoufand pieces: Then' I ve- 
ſoly'd {would never give my ſolf any pleaſure, in talk=" 
ing: of -him or ſuffer my ſelf to jeel that contentment 'in 
hearing of | bim, or from him; then 1 reſign d- my ſelf, * 
that (he: chould perfecute me, and that be Chant have 'no 
concern in me , then 'i preſums'd is take onr © Savior © for 
wy Spouſe; and reſolv'd to -go to him -and complain in - 
all 'my troubles ; "as "I 'us'd to do to Brother Clare ;- 
to'rejoyce to hear him prais'd or well fpoken of, 4nd ſo - 
perfettly rum-tbe flream of my affetions intirely to 0 ur 
| FSapior; but then I thought how durſt 1 take our Savior 
for my "Spouſe, I was- not pure enough for that; this 
kept me back and dashr all my joy ; but pronto. p 
bowſoever, tho 1 did not feel that quietneſs I hop't 
he would accept - of 'me ; and ſo 1 preſum'd 10 do os 
Then again methought 1 muſt never - ſpeak of that af-” 


| feftion we had for one another, which 1 reſolv'd never to 


do ; then God enabl'd me to make an att of refignation 
to his Death, for 1 am ſure -1 could do nothing -of my- 
ſelf ; ſo- that -now 1 go imagining him dead, and 1 
will ſtrive to think there tvas never ſuch a Perſon. 


10" this 1 eſolv'd to confirm all this by Vow , if my 
Q.4 Mes 
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direfor apprav'd it, which he did; and ſaid, if ot 
Savior would not” take' whe for his Spouſe, he would te 
pleys d.to. take 'me for bis hand-maid, and that was He- 
» All 'Glory, Praiſe. and Honor, be to my good God. 
1:11 all this [time 1 ſuffer d what cannot be expreſt, 
and. theſe things came 'into-my mind without ſtoping , 4s 
 3f ſame. one had: reſented "them to iny thoughts tt 
rerment 416. God be tbankt for all, 
' : The great kindneb ſhe; here expreſſes for Brother 
Clare; gayc herwithout doubr.the chief cauſe of that 
trouble, which the.apprehenfion of his Death oc- 
cation'd ; bur. that which extreamly augmented this 


affiiftion is te BJU this appre- 


benfion gaveber; of the truth of another ſuſpition 
(which as I before meprion'd had extreamly af 
flicted her) that ſhe 'was. left and abandon'd by 
Almighty .God'; perceiving her. felf deluded, in 
two \pgines ſhe rhought God had: revealed to ler, 


Viz. her dying. of--that ſickneſs,” and that ihe | 


ſhould dye betore.Brother "Clare : She now per- 
cetving Heaven had decided the Queſtion, contrary 

what [he had before communicated go Reverend 
ther Abbeſs.  Iatheſe continyal*cqnyullions of 
s and: fears, ſhe'remain'd'\. for about two 


Neaith .z, and-during: all that-time,, had an occa- 
om making as..many Sacrifices. of [Brother 
Clare, ias [he had thoughts of him, :; Andir ſeem'd 
to. be a morethan.an ordinary effect of Proyidence, 
that 1o many. Letters ſhould . meet with ſo un- 
fortgnare mil- carr lages at this tjme';. for the Bro- 
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ther: Clare. receiv'd, and Anfwer'd every: Letter 
ſhe:Wrir; yet not one of his ' Anſwers came to 
bet hands, -- Almighty' God: foreſeeing what .an 
addition would be' made ro - her Crown by: this: 

* Interruption of Correſpondence z' by reaſon of 
the /infinite acts 'of :refignation/ ſhe dayly made to- 
Gods: Holy Will, in bearing-tis-ſuppos'd'Death, 
with:ſo-ſingular -and invincible a patience, even in 
thatlow and weak condition:{he was in, her forces 
ſeeming to be quite exhauſted - yer neither by 
lighing, or any 'other extertor:Mark of gricf did 
ſhe.ever give any: ſign. of this . interior ſorrow 
[he  ſuffer'd ; |. which, '-- without douht - was the 

| greater”, - the: more. it was: ſuppreſt.'- - Perhaps 

| we | had never -come. to /a/:periet_ and; intire = 
knowledge: of-.-this -great :and! ſenſible. affliti- 

on | ſhe :ſo' couragiouſly _ underwent - (tho; ber 
Paper . mentions part of it) had not Mother 
Abbelſs, when one Day ſhe came to: Vile bergacct- 
dentally .askt her, whether any thing troubl'd her; 
bidding her tell her, ifthere did: When behokd the 
love ſhe had for prompt Obedience, overcamethat;. 
which before ſhe had expreſt for ſilent ſuffering; far 
without any mare a do,and withourthe leaſt paſhon, 
ſhe told her, Dear Mother 1 believe Brother Clare. 
is Dead, . which 1 ſuppoſe out of tao much kindnefs: and 
Charity towards me, you endeavpur to conceal from mes; 
knowing how unable 1 am to bear ſo great an aſfliciion; 
but if God pleaſe to bave it ſo, his Holy VVill be done, he 
who gaye bim to me, and now. gives me this croſs by 
taking Yim from me, knows what is beſt for me; whoſe 
grodneſs, as 1 coufide, will aſſiſt me. to ſuffer, whatever his 
_ V Viſdom 
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 VViſdans thinks befl to ordain. Mother Abbefs usd 


the -beſt. Arguments | ſhe could to convince 
her, :thas her apprehenſion was withour ground ; 
bus Siſter Clare infilting upon his ſilence as an 


_ Iofallible-arguinentof his Death; Mother Abbel; 


could not-lo well: 'Anfver it, having recciv'd tor 


a longtime no. Letters from him ; but was forc't 


to leavoheritill ina; daube and apprehbeniion, that | 
what ihe-ſuſpe&ed might be truc, But the next 
Day there-came a Packer of Letcers from Liege, 
whick >Mother - Abbefs:no+ aoner ' recciv'd, bur 
ſhe, carry'd it with all;ſpeed:to Siſter Clare ; telling 
her:with- a great- deal: i roy.coharhe had brought 
ſfugh /a-convincing;Atgament along with her, that | 
Brother:.Clare was: not dead; as ſhe could not 


' give her the laſt !rime-ſhe was + with her; Viz. a 


Eetter ſhe had juſt received from | him to h-r. 
She receiv'd this welcome news: with a great deal 
of Joy;-declaring irt:was a. double comfort to bcr 
to. find he was 'in good: healch , and that the 
ſtrong inſpiration ſhe. had: receiv'd: of her dying 
before him, that ſhe hadalſoinform'd her of, prov'd 
no 1[lufion, as ſhe fear'd ir had been : But added 


. that the Letter came'too late for her to be ablc 


to read it, or indeed,' to hear it Read at preſent, 
finding/her Head fo weak, asthat ſhe could nor 
attend to it; nor indeed was ſhe. afterwards 10 
well ascicherto defire any one to Read ir, or did 
any- one think her in a condition to propoſe the 
Reading of itto her :' And tis moſt probable, her 
defire ro the very laſt, of ſeeking her greatcr 
Mortificatiod inalli chings, as well as the memory ; 
RET kf 
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of the Vow , which with her Confeſlors permiC- 
fion [he had made, . of neyer giving her ſuf av ſatis- 


fattion in btaring of him, or from him, made her take 
the pretence ot her weakneſs. to deny her ſelfthe 
ſatisfaction, -whiclr hearing*the* Letter would have 
given her. Tho the truth is ſhe was extreamly 
weak,: her ſtrength ' dayly . diminiſhing, tho the 
Doctor did nor apprehend ber.ſa near her Death 
| as in reality .ſhe was; ſhe .never exprefling to 
him, or to thoſe thar attended her, any thing ar 
MF of what! ſhe felt or ſhffer'd; and therefore all 
that he could frame a judgment from, 'were the 
gueſſes of others, as well of his own from her 
pulſe;' which having! been | weak and'fow for 2 
long time, - he thought: ſhe mighr' Nil kgld our 
2'good while ; th6 he 'believ'd [he would "never 
recover from that '{fickneſs;” The 'only* concern 
ſhe had now left, was for her Fathers:Convertion; 
and what would become of the Children after het 
Death; which the . thoughts of Brother Clares 
Death, hadfor ſome time hinder'd her fromthink- 


ing upon. 2 
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wi for her Father and Chills, 
rehs hey greater Mortification , even to 
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Ry r Clare had been.in, for the ſul- 
++ {;pectt& Death: :of-Brather Clare, and fright of 
her. qwn being deluded; hail for ſome time made her 
- forget, heyiconcetn' for heri Father, - but no ſo0n- 
er, were:thoſe-apprehenſions taken away, but this 
return'd, ; zpgether. with -the apprehenſion, lealt 
after her Death, her Father ſhould-' endeayour to 
509-4 ab his defign of geting the Children into 
England; and there, perverting them. from the 
Catholic Faith, bring their Souls into as danger- 
pus a condition as his own was in : But now not 
being able to Wrire her ſelf, ſhe defir'd one of 
rhe Religious to Write, what ſhe would dictate 
to her, which ſhe did in the following words. 
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Eing at preſent, unable to Write my (elf; 
13 1 te make uſe par} fs 
to beg with my laſt breath, a continuation of 
your kindneſs to me, after my Death , by giv» 
ing your conſent that my Children may be 
brought up in the place where they now live; 
and that yor would alſo pleaſe 10 reflet? ho\y 
#nfafe the Religion you are of, is to dye in; 
and think before it be too late of your Sahva- 
tien. This I crave of you for the bloody Paſ= 
ſons ſake of our dear Savior. 5 = 


oo 
wk 
co 


Your poor Child, 7 
TREVOR HANMER. 


Art the beginning of her Letter, {he ſeem'd 

pleaſant and chearful , bur before {he came .t0d 

| theend of it, the ſadneſs of the ſubject, had: made 

| her Heart alſo fad; this Letter tho ſhort, isver 
Expreſſive of her conſtant affetion to her Fa- 
ther, and concern for her Children; wherein ſhe 
to move him the more to grant what ſhe asked, 
made uſe of the moſt powerful Motives of our 
Sxiors Paſſjon, and his own Aﬀettion ; which 
ſhe endeavour'd to ſtir up, by ſubſcribing ic with” 
her Maiden Name, | 


Being 


Being in this weak condition we have men- 
tiond, notwithſtanding the interior and «x- 
terior afflictions ſhe ſuffer'd, ſhe had nor forgot, 
or left off ro Mortifie her ſelf ; for ſhe ſtill 
 Prattis'd | it*upon Her dying Body, out of too 
| unreaſonable a perſuit (I know not how to term 
#) of ſelf denyal, and-ſuffering ; refuſing to ask 
| that affiſtance. which-her condition requir'd, bur 
would ſometimes lye- three or four hours, and 
very -often for an hour, with that Niilneſs and 
quiet ,, that one could not diſcern whether ſhe | 
were . living or dead, unleſs by her breath. And * 
all judged it to be no. little pain, for one in a 
Feaver” to live: {0 long, without any manner of 
_ refrethment, or change- of poſture, which the 
Religious were ſtill ready to give her ; bur ſhe 
_ never: askr; nay, would ſcarce accept of when | 
offer'd, unleſs by Obedience. This render'd the | 
Religious rather ſharers in her ſufferings, rhan 
mabl'd them ro give her any comfort or ſolace 
In them. | And from this, all that attended her 
were aſſut*d, that ſhe treated her Body in her 
fecknefs, with no leh rigor, than ſhe did in her 
health; and that to her laſt breath, ſhe kept in- 
violably that” purpoſe 'T find amongſt others 1n 
her own hand. os 
_ For the live of God 1 will ever deny my ſelf what- 
* ever is pleaſing tome, thi lawful for me, and endeavour 


«s mich as Holy Obedience will permit, to do all ſuch 
things fot bis ſake, as Shall be moſt comrary to my 1n4- 
FAVE, Bet all Creatures boye, praiſe, and honor, Jeſus, 
Maria, Joſeph; bur ler me be confounded. A brave 


and 
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and . Heroical reſolution, in which ſhe  expreſt 
the conſtancy of her Love to God, and contempe 
of her ſelf. A few days before her happy Death, 
ſome of the Religious, in the preſence of the 
Dodtor, compaſlionated her preſent weaknels 
( for her Spirits were almoſt exhauſted, and her 
ſtrength quite ſpent ) but the Dottor Anſwer'd, 
That 'twas no wonder to ſee her in that candition, by 
reaſon of the many Auſterities and Monificativhs she 
| bad undergene, «nd chiefly the viclent mba: she had of- 
ten had with Nature, of which he found evident Symp- 
toms in her Body, Siſter Clare hearing this, and 
thinking that jome might infer from. hence , that 
all her Life in Religion had been traubleſome 
and uncafic; to remove this ſuſpition, and to un- 
deceive thoſe that were preſent, eſpecially the 
Dottor; call'd God tro Witneſs theſe following 
words. I have ſo much content and ſatisfation at pre- 
ſent, and always had in this State of Life , that 1 vo- 
luntarily took upon my ſelf, as that were 1 again asfree 
to chooſe as ever, I would embrace This very condition 
and State of Life and no other, Tho this was the 
laſt, yer 'twas not the only time ſhe had fig- 
nifted her farisfaction in Religion , and then 
alſo expreſt a diſlike to her former . condition ; 
| for being asked, what moy'd her fo to” Mortifie 
her ſclf 2 She Anſwer'd, That the Loye she ow'd 
toGod, made her eſteem all shedid and ſaffer d as nothing, 
and render d all the hardships of her preſint Rules moſt 
eafie and pleaſant ; adding, That what is ſuffer d even 
in the firifeſs Orders, is nothing to what many 
I Vorldlings often ſuffer, even when in ourypard appear- 
ance they ſcem moſt happy. A few 
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| ſeveral Candles might be lighted, and pur within 


| her Cartains; which all wohder'd ar : becauſe 


ſhe had before expreſſed a difficulty 4nd unvil- 
lingneſs to ſee any light. Bur it feems that 
Almigtity God mov'd her to defire this faint Re- 


A few hours before ſte dyed; ſhe defird that 


reſentation, of thar Eternal Licht ſhe was. 


going to poſlefs : For ſhe immediately after with 
a ſmiling Countehance declining her Head in 
Mother Abbeſles Breaſt, withour the leaſt groan 


or ſigh, gave ap her pure Soul into the handsof 


her Creator, about Seven a Clock at Night, 
upon the 26th. of Iankary; and as ſhe had liv'd in 


a conſtant practice; ſo Providence would have 


her dye, in the boſome of Obedience ; where- 
fore we may truly ſay her Death Anſwer'd her 
Life , ſhe lived a Saint, and fo ſhe dy'd. 


The End of the Thitd Book. 
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In RELIGION Siſter CLARE 
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THE FOVRTH BOO Kk: 
CHAP. I. 


Marks whereby God gave evidence of her Ver= 
ious Life, after her Death- 


— H E bounty and liberality of God 
to his Servants is ſuch, that as they 
give ſigns of their Love towards 
” him in their Life, as well in Body, 
*=* as Soul; fo he often expreſles marks 
of his after their Death , not- only to their 


” Souls in Heaven : making them partakers of his 
: Beatifical 


258 The Life of the Lady Warnex. 
Beatifical Viſton ; but alſo extends ſuch marks of 
his Love to their Bodies, ſtill in this World, 


as may fignifie ro us, the happineſs of their 


Souls in. in the other. 

This he expreſſed to Siſter Clare : Whoſe Coun- 
- tenance after her Death retain'd fo Angelical 
and Raviſhing a ſweetneſs, as made all the Com- 
munity, which came with fad hearts to Viſit her 
Corps, return with joy ; it giving not a delight 


only to the exterior Senſes, bur allo an interior. 


comfort to the heart ; which extraordinary effc& 


could be Communicated | only by God 
himſclf ; and that it mighy appcar fo, he gave. 


ſuch a yery particular evidence as follows. 
Her Children heard not of her Dcath till the 
Morning after ſhe dyed ; bur they no fooner 
had notice of this fad news, but they broak 


forth into ſuch a paſſion of crying, as there was . 
no pacitying them; by all the Careſſes and kind- 


nels they could ſhew to them; wherefore, Re- 
verend Mother Abbeſs, experiencing in her {cit 
what comfort ſhe found , when ſhe came to 
Siſter Clares Body, tho before much afflicted; 
and finding ſeveral of the Religious to exprels, 
that they had experienc't the like ; ſent for the 


Children ifito the Quire, where her Body lay 


expos'd, hoping they might find the ſame ; and 
by this means become pacified, which all other 


endeavours could not. effeft: Nor was ſhe de-. 


ceiv'd; for behold what an extraordinary effect 
of Gods Power 


: 1 


; appear'd in. this moving circum-_ 
| Nance ; the Children coming imo _ the Quire 
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in a vehement paſſion of crying, as ſoon as 


they beheld the Objedt of their grief, their dear 


and Dead Mother, this fight which ordinari'y in» 


creaſech pafftion , ſo' moderared theirs, that 
they were' immediately pacified ; and'rbe ſweet- 


neſs thar ſtill remain'd in her Countenance , 
moy'd them- to run to her. Body, and expres 
the ſame Careſſes, by embracing and kifſing her, 
as if ſhe had been living; nor were they ſur- 
riz'd t5 ſee no return; fince ſhe in. that reſpe& 
had ufed them to it in her Life time; as has been 
fail: Aﬀer this they kneel'd by the Body , pray- 
ing for half an hour, without ſo much as ſhed- 
wg a Tear, and return'd as pacified as-if nothing 


hadhappen'd; not only to the aſtoniſhment. at rhe 


Religious, but even of themſelves too, as Yourg 
as they were: Wherefore they asked their Maid 
the reaſon , why before they went in to fee 
their Mother, they could not forbear crying, and 
that now they could not cry for their Lives ? 
Reverend Mother Abbeſs, finding this  Ange- 
lical Air, and ſweetneſs continue in Siſter Clare 
of leſus's Countenance, reſolv'd to repair the loſs 
that her Humiliry had brought upon the Com- 
.munity , . by burning her Picture. Wherefore, 
ſhe ſends to Dunkirk tor a Famous Painter , that 
then liv'd there, who looking upon her, won- 
der'd to ſee no decay in her Features; but only 
thar they were withour motion and breath z 
"He faid that he had been catl'd ro draw feveral 
Ladies, after their Death; but that he never met 
with the like, Yet as great an Artiſt as he was, 
z ; R 2 his 
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his piece as the Religious teſtifhe, came far ſhort 
of the Original,” and only gave cauſe of a con- 
tinual reſentment for the loſs of that, which 
Cooper had ſo. admirably drawn to the Life; 
And that this Painter might not pretend want of 
time for doing it, the Body lay expos'd three 
days in the Quire : Which in ſtead of ſending 
forth any lets pleaſing ſmell  fillld the 
Quire ,* and | Church alſo with ſuch a per- 
fume, as all wonder'd at. Burt 'twas not 
fNtrange , that her Vertuous Actions (which ſhe 
-endeavour'd to: conceal in her Life as much as 
-ſhe was able.) ſhould now begin to bloſlom, 
-and ſend - forth - their - Odours after her 
'Death. PN 


cellent Preacher, as well as experienced Dire&or 
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CHAP IL 


The Points of her Funeral Sermon, in short, 
together With ber Burial, and Epitaph. 


s Þ H E Fourth Day after her Death, Reverend 
Father Seraphim a French Capuchin, and' Ex- 


of Souls. Who had been earneſtly defir'd, and 
had kindly undertaken to make her Funeral Ser- 
mon, came to perform his promiſe; and to 
teſtifie ro others, what in ſeyeral occaſions, in 
which he had treated with her, he had been 
Witneſs of himſelf; eſpecially ar that time, when 
{hz had particularly defir'd ro adviſe with ſome 
experienced perſon, that was not of. her own 
Nation, abour her removal from Graveliug; fear- 
ing the Englich ſhe had conſulred , might 
be too much byaſt with a National affe@ion, 
and upon that account, might diſſwade her from 
going amongſt Strangers; but he prov'd to be 
of the ſame ſentiment with Reverend Father 
Vyorſfley, and other English, ſhe had advis'd with 
ain this point; and afſur'd her, that it wasa pur- 
Temptation , tho the Enemy had. cunningly 
Cloak'r and cover'd it with the {pecious pretence, 
that ſh: ſhould find more Mortiftication, and 


les eſteem among Strangers, than ſhe receiv'd 
K 2 from 
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from thoſe of her own Nation; and theſe cou< 


Tagious Morives ſhe.proposd, being the only 


reaſons ſhe alledg'd tor her removal ; mov'd 
him to make :choice of his Text, out of the 


31th. Chapter, of the Proverbs and 10th. Verſe, 


 PVho will be able to find a Couragious Woman ! 
In his Exordium he fignified, that Providence 


had given him a happy occaſion of preſenting | 


them ſuch an Example of a Woman, as the 
Wiſeſt of 'Men, King Saloman ſought lo carneſtly 
after, and thought fo very hard to be found, 


and with reaſon too ; Fortitude being to 


contrary to that tender and timerous temper 
wherewtth Worwen are fram'd, as 'tis very ex- . 


traordinary, and almoſt ſupernatural to meet with 
this 'Vertue in that Sex, they being more inclin'd 
to Deyotion, than Courage, 

He excellently proy'd the Courage of Siſter 
Clare, Firſt, By - her [Converſion to the Roman 
. Catholic Faith. Secondly, By her quitting the 


;World, Third'y, By - her choice of fo ſcvere an 


order, the ſeverity of which was ſo far from lefſon- 
. Ing her Courage in ſupporting it, as it rather 


crv'd to puſh her on ſtill to defjre-greater, thai | 


what that: ſevere :Life afforded, which were thc 
three Points of his Sermon, 


In the-fiift [Point he prov'd, that in her Con-_ 


verhion {he ovecame intereſt and human reſpects, 
(two -diflicultics that . were ſo rear, as that they 
| had not only try'd, but even worſted the Cou- 
rage of many braye Men) for ſhe generouſly 


Eſtats 


| Expovd her elf, not only to the: loſs of her 
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Eſtate and Liberty, but of her Life alſo, and of the 
eſteem and affefion of all her Friends, by em- 
bracing the Roman Catholic Religion, 
Becauſe according to the Laws of England, 
to be. Convincd to have heard Maſs, 
to have been at Confeſſion, or ro have Com- 
municated from the hands of a Pricſt; is for the 
firſt Conviction, the loils of two thirds of ones 
Eſtate, or Twenty pound a Month, at the Kings 
Election ; and for the ſecond Conviction, is 
Impriſonment during Lite. The harboring alſo 
ot a Prieſt, to be able to practice in ones Houle 
the forcfaid Devotions in private, to avoyd the 
foremention'd Penalties, is by the Laws declar'd 
Felony and puniſhable with Death ; and to be 
Reconcil'd to the Roman Catholic Faith, is by 
the ſame Laws declar'd Treaſon, and according- 
ly puniſht as ſuch; Yer ſhe undauntedly per- 
form'd all theſe, neither did ſhe value her Re- 
pm, but was contented to paſs, for un- 
ind, unduriful, imprudent, unconſtant , or 
whatever elſe the World {hould judge her to be, 
and allo to looſe the eſteem and afcetion of all 
her beſt Friends and Relations ; nay, even her 


Fathers roo, whoſe affeftion ſhe valu'd above * 


her Life, rather than not perform her Duty to 
God, So that all theic powerful Morives of in- 
tereſt or human reſpects (which he handſomly 
amplyfied) could move her nothing, but her 
Courage generouſly overcame them all. 

In the Second Point he prov'd her extraordi- 


pary Courage by her generous quitting a moſt _ 
R 4 kind _ 
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Kind Father, fo good a Husband, as ſhe her 
felt us'd ro fay, ſhe could not have wiſk't a 
berter; ſuch five and ſweer Children, ſo plenti- 
tul a Fortune, and conſequently all Earthly blel: 
lings this World was capable of beſtowing upon. 
her; doing this alſo in the Flower of her Age, 
an the hight of her proſperity. Wherefore ſays 
he , If the VViſe Man Ecclefiaſticus Chap. 31. 
Verſ. 9. declares, that he who ſought not after, ncr hop! 
In Riches had done wonders, 1 may ſay her Courage was 
wonderful ; ſince she not only not ſought, but forſc0k, «ni 


quitted, not only Riches, but Father, Husband, Childrn, 


and all other happineſſes this VVorld could afferd, to fl- 


low more exattly 'the Counſels of our Savior, thereby to 


be the better able to take up and embrace his Croſs, and 
follow him. Which brings me tothe thixd mar of be 
"Conrage 1 promis'd to explicate in my third Point. 
In the 'Third Point he prov'd, how {he expreſt 
her Courage by the choice of fo rigorous an Or- 


- der, diſcribing the Auſterities of it, which [hc was 


not. content with, but animated with the lik Zeal 
. vr. Francis Xavarius was, when he cry'd out, Lord 

Jet me ſtill ſuffer more, he declar'd how earneſtly 
ihe had expreſt ro him her defire to gO TO a More 
rizorous Order amongſt Strangers, where iNc 


- | WE ; h £ 
might ſuffer more, and' be known or regarded leis; 


all which he expreſt after ſo patherical a manner, 


as amorglſt his numerous Auditory, there was 
ſcarſe a dry Eye to be found; 'who by this bis 
Diſcourſe were Fconvinc't, that th6 they came 
with a great Idea of her ' Sanity , yet 1t was far 
Mort ot whaz tley found ſhe was epdow'd wie 

; | t 
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Ar the end of the Fathers Sermon, ſhe was 


carried trom the Quire, where ſhe lay expas'd 


in her Habit, down to the Cloyſter to be 
Buried next to Mother Taylor , her firſt Ab- 
bes, and great friend as has been before 
ſaid. Ir happen'd in the diging of her Grave, 
that they broke into Mother Taylors, out of 
which there came a ſcent no lelfs fragrant than 
thar, which the Body of Siſter Clare fcnr forth - 
Their fveet Odors being thus united after 
Death , as their Aﬀections had been whilſt 
they livd. Reverend Mother Abbeſs deſirous 
that the memory of her example ſhould 


continue as {ong as the Monaſtry laſted, cauſed 


a great Marble Graye-ſtone ro be lay'd over her 
Body, which Reverend Father Francis VVilliams, 
then Recor of the Noviſhip of the Soctery of 
Jeſus, of the English Province at VVatten, adorn'd 
with this enſuing Epicaph, which I pur in the 
Larguage in which tis Writ upon the Grave- 


ſtone, Viz. in Latin; and alſo in English, that 


the meaning of it may be underſtood by 
all of our own Nation , for whom this Life | 
was chiefly Writ, : 
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Siſte, Lege, Mirare, 
Sta, Viator , debitaque lachrymarum tributa, | 
Huic perfolve Funeri. | 
Jacet hic Sepulra 
| Ciara de )= $u. 
| Nomen illam haud vulgarem indicat, 
 Nobilis ac Illuſtris HanmzroRunM Domus 
Suam eſſe Progeniem jactat. | 
Latuit aliquantiſper hzc Stella 
Errorum tenebris offuſcara ; 
.+ Sed ut poſtea Orbem, 
Orbe ſplendidiore, decoraret. 
Nuplit perilluitri Domino | 
Joannt WarNERoO Baronetto; 
Sed cum nil nil} Czlum fſpiraret, 
Czleſtes affeRavit Thalamos ; 
Sicque conſentiente, atque approbante 
Optimo Conjuge; 
Toro Marital, | 
Parentum , & Chariſimorum pignorum ; 
wh Þs Amplexibus poſthabitis, | 
De Mundo eſſe defijr, ut de | es u fieret- 
Hoc Monaſterium 
Suz Virtutis Theatrum eſſe voluit; 
Ubi ſuave Chriſti jugum 
Ad finem uſque vitz portans , 
.. Omni ct ions genere 
Multiſque Nominibus, Ciar + 
Vixit 
- 
Obijt 
Anno Domini M DC LXX Ianuarij xxvi. 
. Stops 


E SUS. 
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Srop, Read, Admire, 
Stay Paſſenger , and pay a due Tribute of Tears 
To this Funeral ; 
Here hes Buried 
Crakre of ] 

Her Name ſpeakes her no ordinary Perſon, . 
The Noble and Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanugas 


Boaſts. of her, as their Progeny, 
T his Star lay hid a little while, 


Clouded with the darkneſs of Errors, 
Thar afterwards it might adorn the World, 


With a more re{plendent Orb. 


Sir I 


She Married the Honourable 
oun WAaRrNeExk Baroner, 
Bur breaching after nothivg bur Heaven - 
She Aﬀpirrd to Celeſtial Nuprials; 

And her dcfires being approv'd, and conſentedto 
By her Excellent Husband 
Forſaking his Embraces, and thoſe alſo 
Of her Deareſt Father, and Children, 
She ceaſt ro be of the World, to be of ]gsus. 
She choſe this Monaſtry : 


For the Theater of her Vertue; 


W here ſhe carried the ſweet Yoak 


' Of Chriſt ro her very laſt breath, 


By 


the Practice of all Perfeion 


Verifying her Name, Grogious 


She liv'd 


And 


Dyed 
In the Year of our Lord ; 
M DCLXX, the 26h. Day of Ianuary. 


C H 


A P. 


w— - 
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CHAP, I1L 


> - The Letter of Reverend Mother CAbbeſs of 
| Graveling, to Brother Clare concerning | 
Sifler Clares happy Death , with an abridg- | 
ment of her Vertnous Life. 


'T HE Authority of Mother Abbeſs muſt 
needs 'gain no little credit tro what [he 
Writes concerning Siſter Clare, as having been 
| very intimate to all her aQtions and procced- 
; & ings : For ſhe always looked upon her as her 
 }\ Mother, and with a more than filial confidence 
* had recourſe unto her upon all occaſions; 
believing her advice and direction,” to be the in- PÞ 
fallible Rule of Gods Will, whole place ihe Þ 
bore ; and conſequently none can be more 
fir than ſhe, ro give the World her Caracter. | 
. Mother Abbeſs then after her Death, W rites 
in this manner to Brother Claxe, | 


Honour'd Dear Brother, 


H E Will of God be ever done, Life and 
Death are in his Hands, and all Yorks are 
perfeled in mercy and goodneſs, I have ta. 
ken my Pen in hand upou the ſaddeil Juhjeth 
| tha 


| 
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that could have happen'd to me, or this Commu- 
wity ; and Were 1 not reſolu'd never to let my 
Will jarre with the Will of God , T ſhould Want 
reſtgnation to this preſent viſitation, Which has 
depriv'd us of your , and onr ever dear Sifler , 
Siler Clare of leſus; Yhom Teſus her dear 
Spouſe called to his Eternal embraces, on the 
26th. Infiant; Having left us a greater affliction, 
1 ans bold to ſay , than ever any conceived at 


the Death of their own Natural Sifters. Fer 


in her we loft a great lizht of Vertue, more 


than I am able to expreſs, ſince her generous 


embracing of our Abjeclions, did incourage us 
in our Vocations, 1 never heard her complain, 
nor repine at our Auſterities, but I bave often 
heard her ſay, that they were too little, and 


that he did nothing as she ouzht fcr the love 


of God, Her H umility engagd her to make 
uſe of all means to cover her Verines; yet 1 
cannot frame to my ſelf hoy any one could 


have liv'd more perfetlly , than 5he has done 


theſe few Years, that she hath been with us 
Her perfetlion appear d ſo much in all he did, 
that it is hard to ſay in What she yas moit 


 perfedt, 1 never could ſee how any one conla 
be more prompt , ſimple, or blindy Otedient, 
. than she Was; and yet she was alvays accuſing 
ber ſelf of her want ef it. O ho clear ſight= 
ed are Saints! This made her to ſay aayly 70 


me, 


dd 
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me, When I came #0 Viſit her in her Sickncſs, © 
that the ſcarce thought her ſelf” Religions, be. 
cauſe 5he had never done any action in hy 
Life rime like a Relagtous Woman, Dear Brg- 
ther, what great Humility yas this? That did 
fo wean her from all ſelf-opinion , when the” 
Life she led Was ſuch, as 1 am ſure none can 
ſurpaſs. Tn her Sukneſs she usd to expreſs 
her Conformity in ſuch like words as theſe, 
Tt has pleas'd God to ſend me ſuch, or ſuch « 
tryat,” or to deprive me of ſuch, or ſuch a com- 
fort. This 5heWad, that she took all from the 
immediate hand. of God, and that her Sickneſs 
aid not (as her Humility made her believe ) 
rob hey, of her forme? near Vnion With him, 
as far as I conld perteive; but when he feem'd 
zo Withdraw himſclf from her, it was without 
doubt the ' greateft Aﬀfiflion in her Sickneſs, 
'and conſequently an effe ff of his Love to cn- 
'ereaſe her Merit. Dear Brother, I wish that 
you had feen her dying as we did , what profit 
"Vould you have made of ſuch an example? That 
'God aid not' think us fit to enjoy any longer. 
T ich I could do by her, as our Bleſſed Lady 
did by her dear Son, lay up in my Heart all 
the Words and Adlions "of {2 Life, as 4 Rule 
whereby to ſquare my vn. There has been 
Erle other Diſcourſe ſince hey happy Death , 
Lo of her Vertuons Itfe 5 and I with that it 


a A _— ( = —_ 


may 
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may alvays continue amongit us', 10 excite us 
to a faithful Imitation of her, as the befl means 
of meeting her once more in Heaven, What 
reaſon have we then but to confide in her pre- 
ſent bappineſs? She knew that Heaven ſufur'd 
violence, and therefore reſulv'd to be one of 
thoſe that (hould take it by force, Whilſt 
ſhe Was Vell, her Life Was acontins'd pradtice 
of Religious Perfection, and her Sickneſs Was 
nothing but an encreaſe of ber Merit, becauſe 
she ſuffer 'd it with ſo much love and patiences 
She would often ſweetly invite Death, that is 
' dreadful and nely 10 mot, to come and dife 
patch and not line about her. LE, 
We are now Writeins to all the Convents, 
as Ye nſe to do upon ſuch occaſions, .to. pro- 
cure Prayers for her , tho 1 believe Ye Want 
her Prayers, more than she does ours; I shall 
dayly beg at her Grave, that she Would obtain 
comfort for you , and that you may bear this 
Croſs with a reſien'd Paticnccs Onr Whole 
Community is full of Affliction , and I hard= 
ly ſee What 1 Write, my Eyes are ſo full of 
Tears, I with thly may Redeem yourss AS 
for her tvo [Weet Chilaren , if” you pleaſe 20 
entrufl your dear Siler and me With them, 
by Gods Grace, they shall never vant a Meuther, 
in Yhat lies in my Power to ſerve them ; and I 


Shall always look upcn it as an ot lieation , and 
als atWays to Pp 14 br ns 
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pledge of that Treaſure their dear Moller, 
Whom Goa has been pleaſed to deprive us if, 
1 mit confeſs my veakneſs in not Well bearing 
ſo great a Croſs, and our Community ts in ſuth 
4 melancholly temper , that We ave incapable of 

giving them ary comfurt upon her death. Fir 
this reaſon 1 ſent for Reverend Father 
Refor of Watten , Vho has afted the part of 1 
Comforter , buth to them; aud us. 1 kup 
her Beads, Reliquary, and Profeſsion Rint, | 
which she ſo highly eftecmi'd , for you to diſ- 
pofe of 5 Who 1 hope this Summer will give 
ws 4 Viſit, which Will be the ereateſt comfort, 
that your ſweet Children, and this Community . 
can receive, eſpecially my felf, who am Dear 

Brother, "7 


'Graveling Tanaary _ 
27th, 1670. Your obliged and 
hum ble Servant, 


- 


ANNz BONAVENTURE, Abbcls 
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CHAP. 1 


A Letter to Brother Clare, from Reverend 
Father Warren Confeſſour to the Poar 

| Clares of Graveling, concerning the Death 
of” Siſter Clare , iz Which he alſo takes 
notice of ſome particular Vertnes ſhe excel 
Its 


2" H O' the foreſaid Letter confirms what we 
| have hitherto ſaid concerning Siſter Clare; 


| yet I hope the Addition of another from her 


Confefſour , who had a more intimate know- 


| Jedge Af her, than Mother Abbeſs could have 


(Siſter Clare being accuſton'd to dif:ldſe ro hint 
the moſt hidden ſecrets of her heart) will not 
feem tedious ; ſince it more <efficaciouſly 
{hews the Fruth of whar I have already Writ, 
than any other Teſtimony that has been yer 
given; he being the ficteit Perfon ro give us 2 
knowle 1lge of that eminent Perfetion Ih: had 
in a ſhore time arrividd to; which joyn'd witir 
thar of ſo Prudent, Vertuous, and Experienc 4 
a Superior, as [ have related, muft needs con- 
vince the Reader of Siſter Clarzss moiſt eminence 

Vertue. 7 


2 Honour'd 


Irs 


Ti 


| 279% Thelife of the Lady Warns. 


Honeur'd Sir, 


T HE happineſs I bave had in being as- 
quainted With Sifler Clare (Whoſe Namel 
can ſcarce Write or even think of without T-ars) 
vs revard fafficient for what ſervice I have bien 
"able to do ther. She Was indeed the Pat- 
 vern, and Mirror of a true Religtous Suul ; 
here could not prſiibly be any one more diſ-enzag'd 
from all things hcre below , than 5he as; 
fer, that short time that God Was pleasd to. 
lend her to us, nothing but God, nothing but 
Heeven was tn ther Heart, and Month. All 
orver Diſcourſes and entertainments Were te- 
aious to her, as 1 am confident you kniv 
wery Wells yet notvithflanding ail theſe guſts 
and comforts that her Soul tafled in thinking of | 
her Heavenly Spouſe, ſhe ſecm?d, as ſhe thought, 
$0 be perfedly forſaken by him in her Latt Sickneſs 
Where fore 1 cannot be perfivaded but Grd #s4 


 Ihis means 10 parifie her Soul, that it micht fl 
eirectly tpto li loving embraces, There "lisat 


preſent abſorpt in Eternal delights. But becavſe | 
rhe Indemcnts of God are ſecret, I Will nevr 
ceaſe to remember her dayly in my Poor Devotions. 
, But I canvot end this ſad ſubjed Without 
ſpeaking a vord or tvo of her Perfeclions , for 
your comfort, Firſt, her Humility and perfe#t 
hs = ho Cons 


Til 
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Contempt of her ſelf, Which is the foundation of all 
other Vertnes, was ſuch as that the mo#t Ambitions 
Perſon could not more earneſtly ſeek afier Honor, 
than sbe ſought in all things, her greateft Abne= 
gation and Humiliation; neither was he content to 
have this lov and mcan efteem of her ſelf, but 
earnefly aeſtr'd to imprint the ſame in the minds of 
all others; taking all occaſions 5he vas able of do» 
ing it, and When she feune her endeavors had 
not the deſir'd effett, but according to our Sa- 
v1ors promiſe (Qui le humiliat exalcabitar, 
He thac humbles himſelf hall be exalted) 
that the more pains he took 10 lc;en, the mere. she 
gain'd efle:m, it cannot be imagin d, What an 
of fliction this Yas to her; Which the Enemy 
took an occaſion to push on to ſuch an exceſs, 
that had she not had that ſubmfon. to her Di- 
reflors, Which vas admirable in her, and fol- 
loY'd their advice, rather than her ovn incli- 
nations; this afflidtion had causd her to leave 
this place to go among Strangers. The only 
fault the found with it, being the too much efteem 
and reſpec? She recervd from the Religions, 
Which was to her humble Spirtt as great 4 Mor= 
trfication, as the Want of it can be, even 40 
the proudeft heart, Her Love and Pratiice of 
Mortification ayd cAbnegation Was alſo very 
extraordinary : Nor wauld permit her to rei 


ſatiified with the ordinary Auterities of the 
| I I Rule, 


2 =» 3 at 
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* Rulle (hich vere even too great for her dclicate 
and tender Complexicn to ſuffer ) unleſs the 
adaed others to them; and my rifuſing her leave to 
pradtice the Pennances the /o earneftly aefird, I 
believe Was a greater Mortification, than thiy 
themſelves conld hawe been to her. I often 
| thought, Whilſt ſhe as earneitly Petition'd for have 
fo prattice extraordinary Mortifications, as if 
ſhe had beg'd for her Life, of the agreement of 
her Spirit, with that of St. Terefa's, her great 
Paironeſs, who beg'd of God ſo carncilly, 
Etther to permit her to ſuffer or to dic; 
ana" that which movVd Sifter Clare chic fly to 
this ardent ade fire of ſuffering for God , was 
her" extraordinary Love of him , biltcr 
expre, as ſhe thought, by ſuffering , than any 
\ Fay elſe; and therefore, What jhe could nit 
get leave to pratlice exteriorly, ſhe interio:!) 
frpply'd, by violently conttadiflin [4 and uo- 
comig her 1, og: and even laYful inclina- 
tons in furl a manner, as 10 keep her ſelf ccn- 
Santly apen the rack z niver giving the luafl 
Way 10 Nature "but curbing it upen all 0cca- 
fons, fo that her dayly Converſation with het 
Children, which ſcem'd to othcrs a comfort, Was 
0 her” without doubt a great occaſucn of ſuf 
| ferine, it giving natare ant occaſion of a continual 
Conflier, over Yhich ſhe conflantly got the Ma- 
fery. Her Conformity 10 Goa”; Will, and 
: ES Eros en 7 go 
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Abnegation of her on, a! pear d noleſs admirable 
in her blind and prompt Obedience , than in 
receiving from his hands, whatever his Provi- 
dence vouchſaft to ſend by others, ana What 
Wis mo#t contrary to Fleſh and Blood, ſeen?d al- 
| Ways mo# pleaſing and welcome toher. By theſe. 
Feps of Humility, Mortification, and Cor fer- 
mily, jhe had rais'd her ſelf” to ſuch an Vion 
With God, as Was Wonderful; Valking alYays 
in his preſence, Which no employment or ac- 
cident could deprive her off : And all the time 
she had free to her ſelf, she ſpent in a pro- 
found Contemplation or Communication Yith his 
D:vine Majeity, who Was not Yanting on his part 
in repleniching her Soul vith ſuch extraordinary 
Lights and Graces, as #iill animated and. 
firenathned ber in the conflant purſuite of the 
highei Perfection. Nor was she ſo abſorps in 
the Love of God, as to permit that to hir 
Neiohbor to be leſs fervent and ative ; ber 
Love to his Image was lite that to himſelf, 
always in action; on all occaſ.ons asifting e- 
Very 0-4c with that Z eat, that Humility ” that 
Chearfuln:ſs and Comfort, as if What she aid 
to them, hid been adtually done to himſelf - 
And her compas/ion Whili# she asfified theſe 
ho were either in exterior or interior af- 
fliction was ſuch , As if s<h& had beheld 
aur Savior, not them in afflidion ; ſo that 1 
| S 3 muſt 
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* muſt own I never met in 4a Soul a oreater 
aefire of ſuffering for God ; . a greater V nion 
and Conformity, nay, and ſatisfattion too, as to 
| the Superior part, even in the greateſt of ſuf- 
ferings, than 1 did in her; cſpecially in her 
laft' Stckneſs, Where it pitticd my heart to ſee 
What 5he ſuffer d, as 1 before mentiond ;, yt 
Vas comforted at the ſame time to ſce Yith ..t 
Conttancy, Conrage and Conformity 5he unacr- 
Went this, even the ereateft of trya's ; for as tis 
the greateft atl of Mortification, or Abnezation, 
to be content to looſe or leave God for God; [0 
the ſame is alſo the greate#t att of L:ve a Creature 
can expreſs to if's Creator, Wherefore 1 cannot 
but piouſly believe, that he Reigns now With him 
in Heaven, whom he had prepar'd for this hap- 


© pineſs by adorning her with ſo many Celefial 


Verlues upon Earth, I have been longer than 1 
deſigrfd, but the ſubjel I doubt not ill plead 
my excuſc, and obtatn your pardon, having no 
other defign then your comfort by it, being gl:d 
of this as I hall be of any other occaſion of 
expreſſing bow much 1 am, 


Hononr'd Sir, 


Graveling March Your moſt humble 

4th. 1670, and faithful Seryant, 
WiLLiAamM WARREN. 

This 


yp” 
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This Teſtimony from ſo Vertuous, and ex- 
erienc'd a perſfon.,, in the Government of 
Reialous (1n which he had ſpent many 
Years) eſpecially ſuch Zealous Souls as he 
Govern'd, who make the Service of God, as 
every one ought to do, their chief aim and end; 
and far more ſollicicouſly endeavour the practice 


| of this ſo Noble and Generous enterprize, of 


leading ſuch a Mortified Life, as the Ercrnal Wiſ- 
dom, who beſt knew what was moſt. pleaſing to his 
Eternal Father, gave them and all the World an 
example of, than the moſt Zealous Woridling can: 
be in gaining Honor, heaping up Riches, or in pur- 
ſuit of all choſe Earthly pleaſures, the World pro- 
miſes it's followers, but ſeldom keeps it's word, 
I fay, having had ſo many Years experience in 
dealing wich ſuch Souls as theſe, his Teſtimany,; 
cannot but be of great force. | 
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CHAP. y. 


A Deſcription in General of the Sarity if 
her Life« | ” 


1: may ſeem firarge, that after the Tcſtimo- 
nies of Two tucli Perſons, who had an oc- 
caſion of inſpeQtivg the whole Tenor of that ir- 
ward and interior *Life ſhe led , I ſhouid till 
proceed to give further evidences of her 
danctity, But the Providence of Almighty 
God fo ordain'd, that ſhe' ſhould have as many 
Witneſſes, As there were Religious {he conversd 
withal 3 that her Vertues proy'd by the Attc ſtation 
of ſo many Iirefragable and unconteſtable Au- 
thorities, might never hereafter be call'd in 
queſtion. In General then, take that Original 
Lraughx of her Sapctity, which they, as in 19 
many lively Colours, have tranfinitted to me, and 

I thivk my (elf oblig'd, to trar.ſmit to Poſterity. 
| They all ſpeak home to the fame point, that 
Siler Clare began, when {hg came ro Religion, 
where Perſons ot prear Perte&tion left of. The 
| chicf thing {he ait'd at, was to be the Mcancſt 
in the Houſe of God, and upon thax account, 
was always ſeeking after the pooreſt Employ- 
ments , the _bettcr_ro_feryes the Commu nity.. 
7 T nele Humiliations cover the g00d Religious 
3 with 
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with confuſion; bluſhing, and ar the ſame time 
wondering to ſee a Perſon of her Quality 

who had formerly ſv many to attend Wy 
caſting her fclf ar thcir Fect, and condelcending 
to things fo abject and contrary £9 tenſe. From 
this Humility as from a ſource, {ſprung that re=- 
ſervedncts in ſpeaking any thing which might 1 IN 
the leaſt tend to her own prailes , or thoſe of 
her Relations ; if any occation alters ro touch 
upon that fab: ett, ihe either Kepr a profound 
ſilence, or declin' d the Diſcourſe as ungrat. ful; 
or if OSS put her upon it, the Mecen Foal 
Modeſty with which ſhe dotinn ts her ſelf, ſrenvd 
rather to dimini{h, than favor any ways the Re- 
putation and eſteem ſhe had gain'd in the 
World, As ſhe inviolably obſerv'd the time of 
ſilence, ſo ſhe was never heard ro utter an idle 
word ; It Charity or Superiors order'd her to 
ſpeak, the bent of her Diſcourſe was ftill of 
God, or what tended to his Divine S.rvice z 
ne Ker made an end of enla: rgi1Ng her (1 
upon his Divine Attributes, his Beauty, his 
Power, his Wifdom, and Providence towards 
Creatures, bur in particular upon his Mercy in re- 
gard of Sinners, with rcflc&tion upon her {clt, 
as if her Sins had delerv'd greater puniſhments 
than all others. Yet theſe Pious. Enter- 
tainments were ſo prudcently manag'd, and in- 
ſiſted ppon with that diſcretion, that there was 
nothing forc't or tedious 1N choad. To this we 
way add, that whatſocycr elated ro the Divine 


Service, tc thought could never ſufficiently be 
cſtccm'd; 
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eftcem'd; and fo high was the value ſhe put up- 
on every Minute Ceremony, and Regular Ob- 
fervance, that even Sr. Clare (I have as many 
Authentic Vouchers for this, as there are Reli- 
ious at Graycling) could not more exactly keep 
the Rules in their Primitive Vigor and Purity , 
than ſhe did. Bur that which charm'd her the 
moſt, in the Monaſtry of Graytling, was 
the retirdneſs and ſolitude of the Place, the 
rigour of the Habit, the poorneſs of the Dyct; 
and in a word, becauſe all things feem'd to in- 
ſpire her with her beloved Spirit of Pennanc: : 
For by her good Will, ſhe would have been 
always imitating thoſe Ancient Penirents (whole 
Lives ſhe had Read) to expiate the diſorders, as 
the call'd them, of her Life paſt ; hence ſhe gave 
'no truce or ſolace to her wearied and exhauſted 
Body, which ſhe treated with Macerations of al! 
forts, nor would afford any reſpite ro Nature, 
being in effect a real Manyr every hour ; inſo- 
much, that had not Obedience put a reſtraint 
upon her fervor, theſe exceſſes would ſoon have 
ruin'd her health; yer ſtill theſe Mortifications 
were {0 ir po with an exterior fivcetneſs, that 
no one could perceive thar ſh: found the leaſt 
- >" in the whole courſe of this Penitential 
ife. 

That which chiefly crown'd and ripen'd . 35 
x were, theſe Vertues into Maturity and Pcr- 
f tion, was the intire refignation ſhe had 
to the Counſels of her Ghoſtly Father ; ſhe 
punQually in every thing follow'd his direGions,and 

| | never 
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never fail'd to render him an exact account even 
of the- Minureſt circumſtances, and gave him a 
knowledge of her interior diſpoſition ro that 
degree, that being demanded by one of the Re- 
ligious what ic was ro Manifeſt her Conſcience 
and the whole State of her Soul to a Spiritual 
DireQor, ſhe Antwer'd, We muſt be very ſincere 
and candid with him, and tell him even our pasſing 
thoughts; upon this ſome preſent defirous to un- 
derſtand the marter, after a more ſerious man- 
ner, importun'd her to inſtance ſome particulars, 
thar might illuſtrate what ſhe' ſaid. Siſter Clare 
full of her uſual Aﬀability , comply'd with their 
defires and Anſwer'd. 1f I should caſually lock 
upon my hand and think it White with @ kind of com- 
plaiſance, I muſt give an account of this as a proud 
thought to my Confeſſour, and in the ſume manner of any 
other Imperfeft ions or Temptations , that come into my 
mind , tho I know not whether I have conſcnted to 
them or nat. So much tor her Vertues in 


General, 
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A more exact Relation of her Vertucs in Pare 


HO- in the former Chapter the Religious, 
4 whom (he convers'd with, have given , as 
you have Read; an ample Teſtimony of her 
Santity ; yet they ſeem rather to reduce what. 
they affirm ro General heads, thin deſcend to 
particulars; upon a ftrifter ſcrutiny, I find her 
Vertues more diſtin&tly fer down by ſeveral in- 
formations I receiv'd from Grayeling. 

They begin firſt with that of her Prayer, in 
which ſhe was ſo recolleted, as if God had 
been viſibly preſent before her, or ihe 
had ſpoken to his Divine Majeſty, This Holy 
Spirit of Prayer and RecolleQion, whereby (he 
_expreſt her Love towards God, was ſtrangely 
animated and increas'd by her Charity towards 
her Neighbor, which God vives for a Mark of 
our-Love towards himfelf, All her Actions and 
defigns were ) nothing elle, but fo many Acts of 

Charity , and her chief employment, when {he 
did not entertain her ſelf with God, was to a{hiſt 
the neceſſities of her Neighbor, and comfort the 
Aiflifted. A whole Cloud of Witneſſes, and 
mdecd as many as there were perſons in that 

| Holy 
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Ho ly Community, in which: ſhe livd, unani- 
mouſly Teſtifie that Siſter Clare of teſus did fo 
much excel] in Charity towards her Neighbor, 
thar {Ne ſcarce enjoy'd her ſelf , whilft ſhe 
perceriv'd another to be in any trouble or af- 
fiction ; ſo that their ſorrow prov'd hers, and made 
her even ready to part with her own content 
and happinefs to make them chearful, There 
are a Hundred inſtances in this kind, of her ex- 
traordinary Charity, in which (he fo abounded, 
that ſhe made ir properly her buſineſs.ro do 
good ro all, and like St. Paul become all to all ; 
behold an a&t of Charity one of the Reti- 
g10US recounts. 

There were ſeveral of the Community, who 
did not underſtand French ; whercfore Siſter 
Clare, who had ſeveral excellent French Books 
Fenr her for her own uſe, was not content to 
enjoy that benefit- alone , bur moſt willingly 
Imparted the advantage (he receiv'd by them, 
to thoſe, who knew not how to make uſe of 
them. For this end ſhe obtranrd leave of the 
Superior to Read an hour in the Work- houſe 
every Sunday and Holy-day, to thoſe who had 
a mind to hear her. They who attended to 
her Reading, affirm thar the bare explicating to 
them the ſenſe of the Book, wis more moving 
than. any Sermon; and that the:y found them= 
ſelves cranſported to ſce che Devotion, wit? 
which ſhe relifſh'd every word ; which the EeX= 

Yreſt with ſuch a Grace and Emphalis, as tnade a 


deep Impreſſion in their Souls ; Nor was ſhe 
| | contcnted 
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contented with the Practice *of this at of Chari. 
ty whilſt ſhe was well, but even when ſh» was 
Sick of a Quartaine Ague, which had reduced 
her to ſo very low and weak a condition, as 
forc't her to Keep the Infirmary, underſtanding 
that one of the Lay-Siſters was troubled that 
{ſhe loſt the hearing of what was Read at Tabl: 
out of a French Book, which was much com- 
mended by the Religious that heard it, 
The being employd at that rime ; 
, Sitter Clare earneſtly defir'd leave of Re- 
'ver-end Mother Abbeſs, as weak as ihe wa, 
that the Siſter might come to the Infirmary | 
when her employments would permir her, and that 
ihe might dayly Read ro her there, what had 
been Read ar Table, 

The Touch-Stone' of true Love and Charity 
to our Neighbor, is ſaid to be the Guard of the 
Tongue; -how free ſhe was from a cenſorious | 
Spiric (the unhappy Temper of too many of 
this Ape) may be obſerv'd from hence, that (he 
was never heard to utter the leaſt word, or 
ro offer the leaſt inſfinuation in diſpraiſe or dil- 
like of another, a Habit ſhe had got from 2 
Child, and praQtiv'd not only before her Con- 
verſion (as hath bcen ſaid) but ever after in 
ſuch perfeftion, that the' good Name of every 
one feem'd as tender to her, as the Aple of her 
Eye, and more efteem'd by her than herown; 
| Wherefore ſhe ſr a ſtrit guard, not only upon 
' her Lips, but even. upon her very thoughts; 
knowing how the one does influence the other; 
= | becauls 


-» 
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| becauſe according to the abundance of the Heart 


the Mouth ſpeaks ; wherefore it made her <cn- 


deavour not only to baniſh from her own mind all 


raſh ſurmiſes or cenſures, but to hinder as much 
as [he was able, that the like ſhould not either 
enter into, or make any abode in the thoughts 
of others; wherefore , if ſhe heard any thing 
faid lefs ro anothers advantage, if ſhe could nor 
excuſe the fact that was recounted of them 
(which ſhe endeayour'd to do in the firſt place ) 
ſhe always excus'd their intention , and by theſe 
her Charitable endeavours, either chang'd the Dil- 
courſe, or turn'd it to the advantage of the per- 
ſons that were ſpoken of, by taking occaſion of 
praiſing them for ſome extraordinary Vercue ſhe. 
had taken notice of in them. To this degree - 
of Charity ſhe arriv'd, by a certain agreeable 
ſweetneſs in her Nature; for 'twas oblerv'd that 
her words were always ſeaſon'd with terms of com- 
paſſhon and love, fo operative, that they heal'd 
the moſt ſecret infirmities of the mind. Being 
at work with a Siſter, whom ſhe underſtood to 
be not only ſick in Body, but alſo in fome In- 
rerior trouble of mind, which proceeded from a 
redious indiſpoſition ; ſhe Kindly embrac'd her 
and faid, Dear Siſter ( calling her by her Name ) 
take Courage, God ſees and will reward your ſufferings. 
This Charitable expreſſion out of the time alotted 
for Recreation , utter'd with ſo much affeci- 
0D, and by her who was fo exa@tan:oblerverand 
lover of filence, gave the Siſter no leſs cauſe of 


wonder than of jay and comfort. The love of 
Gad 
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God mov'd her to the love of ſilence, the bets 
| ter ro attend to his Divine inſpirations, which 
nothing could make her break,. but the luve 
of her Neighbor, with which he infptr'd her; 
and which ſhe knew was no leſs plcativy ro 
him, when exercisd for his ſike rowards his 
Image, than when perform'd rowards bimfelf. All 
bounds were too narrow for that overflowing 
gnodnels and zeal ſhe had for the Converſion 
of Souls; her Tears were in a continual manner 
fpent upon this account; ſhe never made an end 
of urging her Children ro offer up their Inno- 
cent Devorions for this end; nor was the un- 
Kind return of an angry Father, able ro diminith- 
the Zeal {Nehad for his Converſion , and con- 
Cern for his Eternal Happinefs. 
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The Authors Proteftatimn. 


N Obedience to the Deciee of Our Holy 
& Father Pope Vrban the VIII. of happy Me- 
mory Dated the 1 ;th. of March in the Year 1625. 
in which he Ordains that whoſoever Compolcs 
the Life of any Perſon of eminent Vertue, ſhuuld 
make the followirg Protcſtation. 
 T Proteſt that 1 underſtand #!l that I have Writ 
1 the foregoing Lite of the Lady VV.mer, to 
have no other force and credit than what is groundcd 
upon human Authority , without the Churches 
Approbation : I do moreover declare, that by the 
Title of Saint which upon occafion I have given 
her, or any other Perſon, whole Vertues I 
have related, I intended only to fignifte thereby, 
that they were endow'd with a more than ordi- 
nary Vertue, and deſign'd the word ſhould be 
taken in no other ſenſe than what St. Paul meant 
it, when he apply'd it to the more Vertuous 
amongſt the Primitive Chriſtians, and had no 
intention to ranck them amongſt Beatified or 
Canoniz'd Saints, ' which.power only appertains 
to the Holy Sce Apoſtolick. 
Having nothing more to add to the foregoing 
Memoires I heartily wiſh the Reader may find 
as much comfort in their peruſal , as I did in 
Reading and putting them rogether, and that 
whatever I have here Writ may redound to Gods 
greater Honor and Glory. Amen. | 


The End of the Life. 
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